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SSSK set up by 
two students, 
Johnny Glennie 
and Ben Phillips, 
following a 
summer 
volunteering 
programme in 
Kolkata. 

As the number of 
branches increased, 
we were able to 
support an increasing 
number of NGOs, and 
our fundraising rose to 
a total of £9000-
£11,000 each year.

First two 
branches raised 
approximately 
£2000 each a 
year and 
supported two 
NGOs.

Donations increased 
to approx £20-25,000 
for a couple of years, 
resulting from a 
substantial donation 
from the Edinburgh 
Fashion Show.

Grants trimmed back 
to a total of £12,000; 
donations are now 
dependent on the 
money raised by 
branches to maintain 
this kind of level. 

An “In Memoriam” fund for 
a much loved SSSK 
member, Ollie Shilling, an 
active member of the 
Edinburgh branch who 
died of leukaemia in 2009, 
continues to support us, 
thus increasing our 
donations. 

We were able 
to increase 
our grants 
again based 
on a 
contribution of 
£20,000 from 
Oxford RAG. 
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SSSK supports 
street children to 

help them achieve 
their potential in two 

ways:
By supporting local 
organisations who 

know best how to meet 
local needs (either by 

way of providing grants 
or by sending 

volunteers)

1

By raising 
awareness in the 
UK about street 

children and the systems 
around the world that 

perpetuate their poverty 
and prolong their 

exclusion from 
society.

2
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Students Supporting Street Kids  
Registered as a charitable trust on 22 July 1998, Registered charity No. 
1070646 (England and Wales) SC041706 (Scotland). Operation = Worldwide. 

Objectives 
To promote any charitable purpose for the benefit of 'street children', 
and in particular, but without prejudice to the foregoing, to:  
• relieve poverty, sickness and distress  
• preserve and protect health 
• advance education 

 
Administration 
Trustees are responsible for the legal administration of the 
trust, co-ordinating and liaising with the branches and 
ensuring SSSK's compliance with the requirements of the 
Charity Commission. They also liaise with the NGOs we 
support, maintain the website, allot funds, and manage the 
accounts. The Trustees are expected to hold at least two 
meetings a year to discuss progress. The Trustees 
themselves pay all expenses involved in running the Trust, 
so 100% of the funds raised by branches go to our NGOs. 
There shall be at least three trustees. 

Branches 
Branches are effectively autonomous and have free rein to decide how best to achieve SSSK’s aims. All 
branch activities should be performed in accordance with high ethical and accountability standards. 
Although the Trustees are always on hand to provide support, contacts and resources to branches, no 
branch is obliged to raise money or run campaigns in any particular way, provided that street children 
are respected and SSSK's independence is maintained. Each branch has a Branch Liaison Trustee 
(BLT) to act as a primary point of contact; you can reach all the trustees at info@sssk.org.uk. 
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Street children are young people who spend most of 
their time working, playing and sleeping on the 
streets. 

 

 

Life on the streets is not easy. It is constantly unpleasant and often dangerous. Street life 
usually involves a lot of tough work, which can include (i) 'work', often involving hard manual 
labour for long periods, or selling sundries, delivering packages, collecting cans and rags or 
shining shoes, or (ii) 'crime', such as 'hustling', stealing, and/or prostitution. 

Although SSSK can 
only directly help a 
small number of 
street children, we 
still think that it is 
worthwhile because 
we believe that: 

 

The most effective ways to help 
street children are best devised 
locally, between project managers 
and the children themselves, which 
is why SSSK supports locally-
managed projects and why we do 
not tell our NGOs on how to do their 
job.  

PULL FACTORS: 
opportunities to 

earn money on the 
streets

PUSH FACTORS: 
overcrowded, 
exploitative, 

abusive homes

Approximately  

90% 
of street children 
do have some 
contact with their 
family.

so why choose 
the streets?

To some children 
and families the street 

can even seem to be the 
least bad 'solution' to a 
problematic situation 

affecting them all. 

all human 
beings are 

valuable and we 
have a collective 
responsibility to 

support excluded 
people however 

we can

1

by supporting 
innovative local 

programmes we can 
help to promote 
effective ways of 

working with street 
children

2

by raising 
awareness through our 
work we can encourage 

students to use whatever 
influence they may have now or 
later to benefit street children, 
and tackle issues like poverty, 

overcrowding, hunger and 
the lack of health 

services

3

      UNDERSTANDING STREET CHILDREN

NOTE: We only make grants to NGOs with which we have personal links. A trustee or a 
branch member has spent time at each of the NGOs we support and has built up a 
relationship with its staff. The group of NGOs we support is always subject to change as 
we receive feedback from Trustees and branch members.
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Central 
America 
Guatemala City, 
StreetInvest, Mi Arca

South America 
Colombia, Let the Children Live 

Ecuador, CENIT (Centro de la 
Nina Trabjadora - Centre for 
the working girl)

Europe 
The Street Child 
World Cup

Africa 
Egypt, Cairo, Hope Village Society 

Ethiopia, Addis Ababa, Forum on 
Street Child Empowerment (FSCE) 

South Africa, Durban, Umthombo 

Sudan, Society St Vincent De Paul

Asia 
Cambodia, Golden Futures 

India, Kolkata, Hope Foundation 

Philippines, Manila, ChildHope 
Asia & Pangarap Foundation 

Vietnam, Hanoi, KOTO

EUROPE 
The Street Child World 
Cup   
Which took place in 
Durban, 2010 and Rio, 
2014, organised by 
Street Child United. 
“No child should have 
to live on the streets”. 

CENTRAL AMERICA 
StreetInvest  
We support a Street 
Worker in Guatemala 
City, through the local 
organisation Mi Arca. 
“Every child needs a 
trustworthy adult in 
their life” 

SOUTH AMERICA 
Let the Children Live, 
Medellin, Colombia 
LCL’s programmes are 
implemented through 
street-educators who 
make initial contact, 
and through Casa 
Walsingham situated 
strategically between 
the city centre and the 
northern slum areas 
(barrios marginales).  

CENIT, (Centro de la 
Nina Trabjadora), Quito, 
Ecuador 
Works in a very poor 
area on the outskirts of 
Quito. Their focus is 
on children who have 
to work to support 
their families. 

ASIA 
Golden Futures, 
Cambodia 
Provides microcredit 
lending to enable 
street children to get 
college qualifications.  

Hope Foundation, 
Kolkata, India  
Has comprehensive 
programmes for child 
protection and 
education, working 
with local partners. 
They are tackling the 
inevitable problems 
associated with drug 
addiction, and provide 
health care, nutrition, 
shelter and vocational 
training. 

ChildHope Asia, Manila, 
Philippines  
Runs a brilliant 
‘outreach’ programme. 

Pangarap Foundation, 
Manila, Philippines 
Runs a very good 
home where the boys 
assess the staff 
contribution every 
month. 

KOTO (know one teach 
one), Hanoi, Vietnam 
Runs a brilliant 
programme to provide 
street children with a 
vocational course and 
saleable skills through 
running a restaurant. 
They thus learn about 
cooking, accountancy 
and management.  

AFRICA 
Hope Village Society, 
Cairo, Egypt 
A highly professional 
outfit running several 
homes for both boys 
and girls. The one for 
(very) young mothers 
is outstanding. 

Forum on street child 
empowerment, Addis 
Ababa, Ethiopia 
Works in five Ethiopian 
cities with 
disadvantaged 
children. It uses 
advocacy to lobby for 
the proper 
implementation of the 
convention on the 
rights of the child, and 
aims to raise public 
awareness. 

Umthombo, Durban, 
South Africa 
The local hosts for the 
Street Child World 
Cup in 2010. Runs 
surfing and football 
programmes for street 
children and has a 
‘Safe Space’. 

Society of St Vincent de 
Paul, Kartoum, Sudan 
4 homes for girls, 3 for 
boys, and over 600 
street children benefit 
from these projects 
which provide shelter, 
clothes, education, 
food, family life. 

      NGOs WE SUPPORT
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First… 
…a big ‘Thank You’ to all on the branch committee for devoting some of 
your time to SSSK.  

This pack has been put together as a guide for branch committees; it is not meant to be 
prescriptive, other than in relation to upholding SSSK's ethical standards and to keep detailed 
financial records. SSSK's branches are the life and breath of all of SSSK's work. We believe 
that the key to SSSK's ongoing success is the establishment of a network of student groups 
working together to achieve a common purpose.  

By pooling their ideas and efforts, a small group of people can have a 
significant impact both upon their local community and on children 
thousands of miles away. SSSK has a remarkable record and almost 
everything it has achieved has been down to the imagination and 
dedication of its student activists.  

Many of our student members have found that running an SSSK branch has been a 
transformative experience. It provides an opportunity to engage with and increase your 
understanding of complex development issues, for example, the unequal distribution of wealth 
and opportunity, and the consequences of poverty. It is also a chance to show initiative, 
creativity and effective teamwork.  
We are proud that a number of our 'alumni' have gone on to become prominent voices in other 
NGOs and social enterprises, for example as Director of Campaigns and Policy for Oxfam, as 
Research Associate for the Overseas Development Institute, and as founder of Student Hubs. 
Others are working for DIFID in India, and in Turkey, determining how aid can be delivered into 
Syria. 

      RUNNING A BRANCH
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Getting Started 
Branches will be at different stages from: 

• being well established for several years, to 

• being an aspiration on the part of someone who has heard about SSSK and wants to start a 
branch. 

The most basic starting point is to get a few mates to work at it with you and to 
contact the Trustees at info@sssk.org.uk. They can provide practical help and 
advice. 

If you’re already established, then Fresher’s Fair is 
by far and away the best place to get a solid group 
of potential supporters together.  
 
The aim of the fair is to get as many contact details as 
possible (ensure these are accurate and email addresses 
are either typed in or written down in block capitals), and 
sign people up for your first meeting.  

Approach people with a good opening line. Get chatting. 
Explain what you are all about. Be on top of your facts and 
know what you want. It is attractive to potential supporters to 
know that they will be joining a confident group that knows 
what it is doing. 

Your committee members could come from: 
 

 
some of last year’s 
committee where 

possible, though you 
may be starting from 

scratch

1

your own friends/
contacts (often a great 

source of support, even if 
only to help out with 

flyering/selling tickets 
etc and it looks great 

on a CV)

2
recruiting at 

Fresher’s Fair, 
keeping an eye open 
for people who have 
seen or worked with 
street children when 

they have been 
travelling 3

advertising 
(this will require 

some investigation but 
has proved very 

successful in the past. You 
could try to find out how to 

get access (with 
permission) to large 
(e.g. departmental) 

email groups

4

• Make sure you've booked 
your stall well in advance 
(usually at the start of 
summer) 

• Design a flyer telling people 
who you are and how to get 
involved/a term card 
outlining any planned SSSK 
events for that term 

• Organise a rota of people to 
help out (at least 2/3 people 
at any one time) 

• Prepare a colourful, eye-
catching display (inc. SSSK 
logo) 

• Offer SSSK leaflets and 
relevant newsletters out to 
those who seem genuinely 
interested
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Once you have a committee in place, it is a good idea to allocate specific roles. Apart from the 
president and treasurer, you may wish to have a vice-president and secretary, and possibly 
even further people in charge of publicity / recruitment / fundraising / awareness-raising / social 
media. It may be a good idea to put different people in charge of different events. 
Remember that key positions should be filled by people who are not only enthusiastic, but also 
have sufficient time to dedicate to SSSK activities. Welcome new members and new influences, 
including people who will be able to take a lead. 

INITIAL PLANS 

Depending on how far you have got with the formation 
of a committee, you need to: 

• Make sure everyone taking control has read this pack 
so everyone’s role is clear. 

• Contact your mailing list, and invite members to an 
informal meeting so you can discuss how to proceed. 
You may wish to invite a trustee to this meeting. 

• Find a venue that is easy to get to and likely to appeal to all 
people. You may choose someone's house, a university 
room, or the pub - whatever you feel is the most appropriate. 

 

REMEMBER! 
All meetings should be 

minuted and, going forward, 
should include brief reports on 

recent events, anything planned for 
the coming weeks and details of any 
monies raised and transferred to the 

main SSSK account and expenses 
incurred. A copy of each set of 

minutes should be sent to 
your BLT.

Here are some 
ideas to help you 
make your 
meetings 
interesting and 
engaging: 

(a)Try to organise refreshments for people and 
perhaps have a display or some leaflets. 

(b)Introduce who you are, what you are trying to 
do and why you got involved with SSSK. 
Include some background information about 
street children.

(c)Outline something you are definitely going to 
do and give rough dates for it. Give people the 
chance to take part in an action early on to get 
the ball rolling.

(d)Plan what your next activity is going to be.
(e)Give a reason for people to come back - give 

them a chance to take on a role, have a social, 
or agree to talk more about their ideas.

(f) Collect contact details you don't already have.
(g)Give them a leaflet with your contact details 

and the date of the next meeting. 
(h)Plan to meet weekly or fortnightly (weekly is 

better for the first 4-5 weeks of term).
(i) At the end, re-state anything that has been 

agreed. Outline what happens next.
(j) Keep it concise and relevant. Focus on the 

important stuff - that it's going to be FUN and 
that you are going to achieve LOTS. 

(k)Finally, go to the pub (if your meeting is not 
already in one).
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Keeping Up The Momentum 
EARLY DAYS 

• prepare properly for both meetings and events and keep them focused; 
• identify clear, achievable targets for your fundraising/awareness-raising projects; 
• involve as many of your members as possible in activities; 
• network with other groups and organisations, including other SSSK branches; 
• remember that the Trustees and/or BLTs have access to numerous and varied 

resources which they are more than happy to share. They also have had experience 
at running branches, so are a great point of contact for any advice you might need. 

 

THE SSSK AGM 
Once a year, everyone involved with SSSK is invited to the AGM (usually in London in early-
January). If possible, it is important for at least 2-3 members from each branch to attend. 

The AGM gives us a chance to report on SSSK's activities over the past year, share campaign 
ideas for the coming year and be brought up to date with the end results of all our work. The 
AGM also provides a good opportunity to catch up with other members and to discuss with the 
Trustees the direction in which SSSK is headed. Usually an external speaker will give a 
presentation about a relevant topic. 

Finally, the AGM is a good opportunity for you to report to the Trustees on your activities - we 
value your input and are always happy to hear news of successful campaigns, or new ideas for 
future ones. 

REMEMBER: Be patient and don't expect things to take off immediately. It is easy to become a little 
disillusioned when only 5 or 6 members turn up to meetings. Try not to expect too much - you will 
be surprised at the great deal you can achieve in a small group. If you are effective, you will grow.

Facebook is an excellent way to stay in touch with other committee 
members and to promote any activities that you have coming up. 
Please encourage as many people as possible to like our Facebook 
page, 'Students Supporting Street Kids' and share your event ideas 
and photos there with other branches.  
You may also wish to establish a Facebook group that is just for your branch. 
However, please be very careful in doing so, and: 
1. Check that the page doesn't exist already 
2. Make sure to include the branch name in the title you use, e.g. 'Students 
Supporting Street Kids - Cambridge'. This is very important to avoid confusion - 
because once a group is set up it is very difficult to delete! If you do start a branch 
page, please let Emma Kerr know at efmkerr@googlemail.com 
3. Make sure to continue to use the main SSSK Facebook page to share ideas and 
photos with other members across the country.

mailto:efmkerr@googlemail.com
mailto:efmkerr@googlemail.com
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SSSK holds fundraising and 
awareness-raising in equal regard.  
Fundraising is the more short term and immediately tangible of the two and can provide much 
needed help. In recent years we have been able to fund a varied collection of around ten 
NGOs and want to be able to provide a consistent contribution to more of them.  

Each SSSK branch is free to decide where the emphasis of its activities lies (though the 
Trustees encourage a mixture of both fundraising and awareness-raising activities) provided 
that at all times the ethos of SSSK is adhered to and the dignity of street children is maintained.  

Please keep the trustees informed of any new ideas for activities or new NGOs (of which 
members have personal knowledge) you'd like us to support. Part of SSSK's ongoing success 
is based on being able to share ideas and resources effectively and drive towards a common 
goal. 

Whatever your choice of fundraising campaign, branches need to ensure 
that all activities are run responsibly: 

• Campaigns are conducted in accordance 
with the ethos of SSSK including 
respecting the dignity of street children at 
all times. 

• The net proceeds from any activities are to 
be passed back to SSSK with records of 
how and when the money was collected, 
and of any expenses incurred. 

• These records, and copies of bank 
statements and receipts, should be sent to 
the Treasurer. It is important that all 
members of the committee are familiar 
with our accounting requirements so that 
the importance of reporting procedures is 
understood. For more details refer to the 
‘Accounts’ section. 

REMEMBER! 
Never take a penny from 

anyone without telling 
them something about 

street children and 
SSSK. 

      FUNDRAISING
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In the long run, awareness-raising is the most important thing that any 
SSSK branch can do. Ideally every SSSK branch should be holding an 
awareness-raising event at least once a term.  

SSSK believes that for every penny that is raised by you and sent to our NGOs, it 
is equally important that the donor understands why they are contributing the 
money. In any awareness-raising or advocacy campaign please bear in mind 
the following: 
 

 

 

"[a]dvocacy is linked to 
empowerment. Emphasis 

must be put on the strengths and 
capacities of the children rather than 

on their vulnerability, in order to preserve 
the dignity of street children. Advocating 

children's rights cannot be managed 
exclusively by adults. Children know better 

than anyone else what they need and what is 
good for them. Adults are the facilitators 

who enable children to express 
themselves and get heard within society” 

Hélène Bonvalot "What is Advocacy?" 
Terre des Hommes, 2002

1

If you want to use an 
image of a child on a poster or a 

leaflet, consider what message this 
image is conveying (i.e. does the child 

appear as an object of pity, or as an individual 
making the best of an impossible situation?). Try to 

ensure that images have a clear caption, crediting the 
organisation that took the picture and identifying who 
the subjects are. In an ideal world, no photographs of 

children taken without their permission would be used in 
any awareness-raising material. We appreciate that at 
times it may be difficult to acquire suitable pictures, but 
you should always include as much information as you 
can about the picture. Finally, avoid using the language 

of pity and focus on empowering any children 
depicted. If you have any doubts about awareness 
raising material you are producing, then please 

ask your BLT to look at it. The Trustees will 
always find time to advise you on whether 

the messages you are 
communicating are 

appropriate.

The dignity of street 
children must be maintained. 

Children who work and live on the 
streets have an independence, 

resilience and a spirit that must be 
recognised. They have the right not 
to be portrayed as victims, but as 
children forced to survive on and 
around the streets by a society 

they cannot control;2

3

      RAISING AWARENESS
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FUNDRAISING IDEAS FOR 2014-15 

Candy Canes / Love Hearts 

Invite friends and family to send candy canes to their loved ones at 
any chosen university with The SSSK Candy Cane Drive. Just take 
orders online through a custom bmycharity.com page! Candy canes 
can be sold for just 50p each and are delivered in the last week of 
Autumn Term to student’s pigeon holes. It’s a simple, fun and unique 
way to celebrate Christmas and raise funds.  

Why not take it one step further, with Love Hearts at Valentine’s Day? 
It’s the same system, but it takes place a few weeks later around the 
14th of February each year. There’s no better way for students to show 
their love and support a great cause at the same time! 

      GETTING STARTED

http://bmycharity.com
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Dinner Parties 
We all love a good night in with the mates, 
a bottle of wine and some great food. So 
why not do just that and support SSSK at 
the same time? Just charge each attendee 
£10 each for an evening of exciting food 
and drink. Cover the cost of any supplies, 
and the remaining profit can go to SSSK. 
The simple and fun ways are always the 
best.  
 

RAG (Raise And Give) 
In 2014, support from Oxford RAG 
enabled us to raise over £20,000 in the 
academic year. It’s a great way to get a 
lot of publicity and raise incredible 
sums of money that really make a 
difference to people’s lives. Find out 
from your local RAG branch how to 
become a sponsored charity. 

 

Run! 
Runners from St. Paul’s Boys School 
raised over £3500 during a sponsored 
half-marathon in 2014. It’s the best 
way to get fit while supporting an 
important cause. Just find out when 
your next local charity run is and get 
training! 
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CLASSIC FUNDRAISERS 
Rendezvous 
Rendezvous is a dating agency, and remains a stalwart in the arsenal of fund-raising events 
used by SSSK branches. It is a fun event, and a great way of getting SSSK into the limelight. It 
is often organised early in the year and has proved a fantastic introductory launch pad for 
branches. Participants pay a fee (usually £5) to join the dating agency. They receive a ticket to 
the main event (usually a club night or a ball), and fill in a form expressing their preferences for 
an ideal partner, with the aim of being set up with someone suitable for the main event. The 
ticket should entitle the holder to discounted dinner and/or drinks at participating venues and 
entry into the main event.  

Bake Sale 
Book a table or stall, located in an area exposed to high footfall. Get all your friends to bake 
something and take turns manning the stall. It’s a quick and fun way to raise money. You can 
charge 50p to £1 for a cake and/or ask for donations. Don’t forget to display posters with 
information about SSSK and the NGOs we support! 

Raffle 
The key to a successful raffle is good organisation. It is vital to have one or two really great 
prizes (for example a weekend in Paris, a pair of ball tickets, or a pair of tickets to see a 
Premiership match). You'll have to use your ingenuity and contacts to get hold of these prizes - 
that's what gets the punters interested. If you really can't secure the donation of a top class first 
prize, consider offering £100 and taking the prize money it out of the takings - you can still 
make a good profit. Make sure handouts and other information on SSSK and the destination of 
the raffle money are on hand wherever you are selling tickets. 

Selling Interval Drinks 
There are always lots of plays and concerts going on in university towns - most people forget to 
organise interval drinks so they're really grateful if someone else takes it off their hands, 
thereby making their production look more professional. Buy some inexpensive but drinkable 
wine and ask for donations. You can get six glasses out of a bottle. ALWAYS REMEMBER THAT 
licensing laws don't allow you to charge for alcohol - you have to request a 'suitable donation 
for charity'. You can always state a 'suggested donation'. You can charge for soft drinks. 
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A Big Show 
Organise a big night and make money selling tickets and booze (you will need to organise a 
licence if it is very big). Try a club night with some good DJs, a drag-beauty contest or a slave 
auction (people buy the services of various people for a day). A good compere is key to a lot of 
good nights. Karaoke nights can be fun, or perhaps you have a lot of friends who reckon they 
are comedians. 

Street Collection 
You will need to check with the Council whether you need to get permission in advance to run 
a street collection. Bear in mind that Saturdays are popular with other organisations too, so 
bear competition in mind. It may be worth trying to organise a collection to coincide with other 
major public events, such as sporting internationals, or concerts. Feel free to wear stupid 
clothes BUT make sure you are completely familiar with SSSK and the issues it aims to address 
so you can answer any questions you get asked - it is a good opportunity to raise both public 
awareness and our profile. Set up a stand and have big banners and lots of leaflets.  

Bar Trawl 
As with the street collection, you will need to make contact with your target bars in advance to 
get permission. That way, if anyone asks you what you're doing, you can tell them that you've 
already written to them. Bring a copy of any letter you have received to that effect.  

All you need for a bar trawl are your collecting tins, identification badges, perhaps some flyers, 
a couple of willing companions and a head full of information about SSSK and street children. 
In relaxed surroundings like a pub you have a good chance of being able to raise some 
awareness as well as some funds. These collections have been very successful in student bars 
in the past. 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RAISE AWARENESS 

Speaker Meetings 
1. Find a speaker. Trustees can help you with this by suggesting appropriate people or maybe 

even coming and giving a talk themselves. When you've found somebody, contact them 
and arrange a suitable date. Try to make it fairly far in advance so you have plenty of time 
to plan publicity and so on.  

2. Decide what format you want the meeting to take - do you just want a talk, or do you want 
to organise a dinner, film screening, or debate at the same time?  

3. Check with your speaker whether they are going to need any equipment such as a TV, 
video, projector or screen.  

4. Find a venue. Most universities have rooms which you can book easily; aim for a smaller 
room rather than a massive venue, unless you're expecting thousands of people.  

5. Publicity is really important; if you join up with another group, such as Amnesty, this can 
help as they will have mailing lists to help you find people to attend. Email as many people 
as you can and put up lots of posters as well; if your speaker is coming from a particular 
organisation ask them if they have any promotional material you can use.  

6. On the day of the meeting, make sure you've organised somebody to meet the speaker 
wherever they are arriving (or that you have given clear directions for how to reach your 
venue by car). Suggest to your speaker that they arrive at least half an hour before the 
meeting is supposed to start so they have plenty of time to set up.  

7. Test drive any electronic equipment that is to be used. Organise some refreshments for 
everyone. 

8. After the talk make sure that you plug SSSK to everybody there and encourage people to 
get involved; people are often fired up with enthusiasm by these types of events and dying 
to do something, so strike while the iron is hot! 
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Photography Exhibition 
SSSK has a photography exhibition and the photos are available for you to use in your own 
universities; contact a Trustee for details. It consists of about 25 A3 size black display boards 
with photos and captions. The exhibition can be set up anywhere: student unions, student 
chapels, bars, and lecture theatres are all viable places where you could put the exhibition up. 
Providing refreshments (especially alcohol) always aids attendance. If you choose your college 
chapel, why not tie-in with a special service and persuade the chaplain to donate/split the 
collection.  

If you want to organise a new exhibition of your own, why not advertise in the student 
newspapers to ask people to submit photographs? A lot of students travel to places where they 
see street children and take some incredible photos of them, and if you tell them that you will 
sell them and give them half the profit then they will be extremely keen to let you have their 
photos. Make sure that there is plenty of awareness raising material around; why not make 
some big displays or posters to go along with the photos? Photos shouldn't be displayed 
unless they are clearly labelled with where and when they were taken, and they should have 
been taken with the permission of the children. For more details see the CPP. 

Film Screening  
Why not link in with your university film society on this one? Find a suitable film (for example 
City of God, Salaam Bombay or Tsotsi) that has relevance to street children or related issues 
and organise a charity screening of it where people have to pay a nominal fee to get in. You 
could have a short talk before or after the film if you want to increase the impact - whatever you 
do make sure that you leave material about SSSK in the room where the screening is 
happening. 

School Visits 
The Cambridge branch successfully liaised with primary schools in the area and went to give 
interactive presentations to the children. This has proved both enjoyable and valuable as an 
awareness-raising exercise. Should you consider doing similar, the Trustees are very happy to 
provide advice or ideas. 
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Below is a non-exhaustive list of resources available to SSSK branches. We are always keen to 
add to our collection and suggestions/donations are welcome. Should you wish to have access 
to any of the resources listed below, please contact one of the Trustees.  

The most up-to-date list of resources is available on the SSSK website, under ‘Branches’. 

The Internet 
Take a moment to visit these websites: 

www.sssk.org.uk 
 
The website is a vital resource, providing 
comprehensive and detailed information about SSSK 
and what we do. There are sections on awareness of 
the reasons why children become ‘street connected’, on 
the NGOs we support, and on other NGOs concerned 
with development and poverty relief globally. There are 
suggestions for volunteering placements and we 
strongly advise members to acquaint themselves as 
fully as possible with all of these.  

www.streetchildren.org.uk   

Consortium for Street Children, a membership organisation of over 30 UK based 
NGOs.  

www.gvnet.com/streetchildren/index.html  

The Street Children global information website. 

      RESOURCES

http://www.sssk.org.uk
http://www.streetchildren.org.uk
http://www.gvnet.com/streetchildren/index.html
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Books, Articles & Digital Media 
 Books: 

• Street and Working Children - A Guide to Planning: Judith Ennew  

• Hidden Lives - Voices of Street and Working Children: Duncan Green  

• Tunnel Kids: Lawrence J Taylor & Maeve Hickey  

• Children & Violence in Colombia: Human Rights Watch  

• A Cry from the Streets: Jeannette Lukasse  

• Street Kid: Judy Westwater  

• Lost Futures, Our Forgotten Children: Stan Grossfield  

   

Articles/Publications: 

A quick search on the internet will reveal a wealth of articles about street children around 
the world, such as:  

• UNICEF's annual report can be found on the SSSK website under ‘Street Children - 
Explore More Widely’. 

• New Internationalist's issue 377 in 2005: Street Children  

• Consortium for Street Children: Voices from the Street  

  

Films/TV:

Media interest in the issues faced by street children is by no means consistent but there 
have been some interesting films and programmes made in recent years which are 
worth a look, for example:  

• BBC documentary, 2007: Child Slavery with Rageh Omaar  

• Film by Ross Kauffman & Zana Briski: Born into Brothels - Calcutta's Red Light Kids  

• Film by Edet Belzberg: Children Underground 

• Salaam Bombay 

• Tsotsi 

• City of God 
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Preparing For Next Year 
The most important thing you can do for your SSSK branch is ensure that 
it is sustainable. 

This means putting a new committee, or at least the core of a new committee, in place for the 
following year, whether or not you are still around to be involved yourself. It is best to start 
thinking about this well in advance of the end of the academic year. Some branches change 
over committee at the beginning of the Summer Term. To achieve sustainability it is nearly 
always important to involve several freshers who can provide the core of next year’s committee. 

It is a good idea to come up with a (flexible) plan for what to do next year, to make sure 
everyone knows each other and to be ready to hit the ground running by the time of Freshers’ 
Fair.  

By the end of the year you should: 

(a) book the stall for the next Freshers’ Fair and arrange staffing in advance; 

(b) transfer any funds in your bank account in excess of £300 to the SSSK main 
account; 

(c) hand over any necessary paperwork, resources and advice to the new 
committee, including the Branch Records Book; 

(d) transfer the bank account signatories by putting a new mandate in place; and 

(e) let the Trustees know as far as possible full details of next year’s committee. 

If committee members are not going to be around the following year, please pass on any useful 
information you might have to the new committee and to the Trustees, who will no doubt be 
grateful for any tips and know-how. 

If a new committee, or at least the core of two or three, is in place at the end of an academic 
year, try arranging to meet over the summer to plan out next year's schedule. 

         MOVING FORWARD & STAYING INVOLVED
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Distributing the Money Raised 
The list of NGOs to whom grants are given is based on those that have been visited (and 
reported on favourably) by students and/or trustees. It's a list that evolves gradually - 
particularly as students and trustees visit new places. 
We can phase out/phase down some of the NGOs we support/have supported who haven't 
been visited by anyone for quite a number of years - and we have been doing this. 

In terms of principles, we think that it is good for SSSK to have support organisations over a 
wide geographical spread and we have this at the moment. If students are travelling, which we 
would encourage, we will have more places to suggest they go, where we have contacts. 
Also, it's good in many ways to give people small grants.    

Once a year the trustees review how much money has been raised, and what level of grants is 
appropriate. 
To maintain consistency in our support - which is important for the recipient NGOs - we hold 
some funds at the year-end as a "buffer" to cover the situation which might arise if we are less 
successful in the next year in fundraising. In practice, our income over the years has been 
quite variable.  
With contributions like the £20,000 recently raised by Oxford RAG, our policy is to spread its 
use over a 3-4 year period, and in 2014 it enabled us to include a grant to a new NGO in 
Guatemala, visited by Kate Bretherton. 

Staying Involved 
We are always profusely grateful for all the hard work branches put in, and would love to stay in 
touch and involved as far as possible with university/school leavers. Below are a couple of 
options for anyone leaving who wants to remain involved with SSSK. 

Receiving newsletters and become a regular 
contributor 

All ex-branch members are encouraged to stay in touch with 
SSSK by signing up to our newsletter distribution list and 
attending the AGM. We are always extremely grateful when ex-
members (and current members!) set up regular contributions 
(by way of standing order) to SSSK. These can be for as little 
as £60 per year (i.e. £5 per month) and provide the foundation 
for our annual grants to our NGOs. 
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Volunteering at/Visiting an NGO 

One of the best ways of finding 
out more about the work of SSSK, 
and of getting to understand the 
needs of street kids is to go and 
work for one of the organisations 
involved. This will probably 
involve you funding yourself, and 
it is always important to match 
the abilities and adaptability of 
the volunteer with the needs and 
resources of the host 
organisation. 

Because the various NGOs we 
support all operate in different ways, many are not set up to accommodate volunteers.  All, 
however, will welcome visitors who come to learn. The following NGOs with whom we have 
links welcome volunteers and could provide an opportunity to experience work with street 
children first hand: CENIT (Ecuador), Golden Futures (Cambodia), StreetInvest and the Hope 
Foundation. 

SSSK members have volunteered at or visited all of the above charities in the past and had 
very positive experiences. Anyone wishing to volunteer should contact the relevant charity 
directly. SSSK does not send volunteers so interested parties would have to organise their own 
trip although we are happy to put you in touch. We cannot take any responsibility for members 
who wish to volunteer; this is at the risk of the individual. If you are planning to visit any of these 
NGOs, do let us know as we would love 
to hear about your experiences. 

Individual NGOs will have specific 
criteria when looking for volunteers. 
Most obviously, this could involve 
speaking the appropriate language or 
being able to commit for the right 
amount of time. Potential volunteers 
should verify requirements with their 
host. 

For more information on volunteering 
opportunities, please visit the website 
and contact volunteering@sssk.org.uk. 
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Become a Trustee 

SSSK is always interested to hear from university leavers who are keen to become trustees. As 
SSSK continues to grow, it will need a sufficient number of capable and motivated trustees to 
ensure that the trust is administered properly and efficiently. 

If you are interested in becoming a trustee, please contact one of the Trustees. 

Other Options 

There is of course a myriad of other excellent possibilities for people wanting to stay involved 
with street children after university. Many universities offer excellent Master's degrees in 
development, human rights or other relevant areas and the VSO, as well as other NGOs offer a 
host of volunteering opportunities both at home and abroad. The Trustees are always happy to 
advise on ideas. 

 

Setting up a new branch is an exciting 
challenge. Just make sure you’ve got 
the resources you need to do it well 
and make it sustainable.  
Provided it looks to have a reasonable prospect of sustainability and 
success, we are always keen to see new branches starting up and the 
Trustees would be happy to provide advice and/or resources as 
necessary. 

It is important to remember that the rules on setting up student 
societies differ from university to university and, in addition to any 
support the Trustees can provide, it will be important to liaise with the 
relevant university union staff. 

     STARTING A NEW BRANCH
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As SSSK is a registered charity, the Trustees are responsible to the Charity 
Commission, and have to submit both an annual report and an annual 
statement of accounts. 

We are required to keep records of our activities for a period of six years, and in the context of 
university and school branches this is something of a challenge as people are probably not on 
a branch committee for more than one or possibly two years. For this reason, we are asking 
ALL branches to keep an ongoing record book, probably in the form of a lever arch file, 
which should contain:

• a list of the full contact details of all committee members, including a 
‘permanent’ e-mail address (not a university address which will 
disappear when they leave), home address and mobile phone number; 

• the minutes of committee meetings (inc. the date, location and list of 
attendees); 

• a brief narrative account of the activities each term including a 
summary of how much money was raised and any expenses incurred; 

• copies of all bank statements, major receipts and the relevant form(s) 
below; 

• a list of useful contacts for next year’s committee; and 
• a list of resources handed on at the end of the year (collecting cans, 

leaflets, electronic resources, books, DVDs etc) as well as details of 
where these resources can be found. 

In order to ensure that the record book is kept sufficiently up-to-date, it probably needs to be 
one person’s responsibility. It can then be handed on complete (and with an explanation of 
what is there) to the next committee.  

Finally, each branch is requested to bring their record book to the AGM so that people can 
compare notes and pick up other people’s ‘good practice’, or raise any issues they may have. 

      RECORD KEEPING
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Responsibilities 
We don’t want to make keeping records a burden, but need to demonstrate good practice, and 
ensure that SSSK’s funds are handled with honesty, integrity and transparency. 

Accounts 
We need to demonstrate good practice and ensure that we handle the SSSK's funds with 
honesty and integrity. This procedure provides a simple and consistent way in which branches 
can keep good records both of all events held and monies raised. The situation will be 
somewhat different in school and university branches. 

Every branch should have a named treasurer whose responsibility it is to maintain clear, simple 
and accurate records. All money handling should be counted, checked and signed off by two 
branch committee members. A good procedure is to have a sheet for each event, noting when 
and where it took place, and how many people came etc. The donations/takings could be 
counted and totalled, while any costs/expenses could be noted, and deducted. The total 
should be ‘signed for as accurate’ by two committee members. 

A Branch Records form is included on page 27 to be used by all branches. This should be 
sent to the Accounts Recorder (Gordon) at the end of each term. 

Branches will have different methods of temporarily keeping funds: 
 

 

A Paying-In book to 
our Charities Aid 

Foundation bank account, 
which can be used at any 

HSBC branch. After making a 
deposit, the branch member 

must email Gordon so that he 
is informed on what is 
going and where funds 

have come from.

1
A branch bank 

account. In this case a 
cheque may be sent at the 
end of each term, with the 

Branch Records Form to the 
Accounts Recorder. Care must 

be taken when changing 
account signatories at the 

end of the academic 
year.

2

Some will use 
bmycharity pages 

for fundraising. See 
below for more 

information.

3

      ACCOUNTS
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Using Bmycharity pages 

People have found this to be really useful, for example when getting sponsorship for events 
(like a half marathon) as contributions can be made using credit cards, and it is easy to 
recover Gift Aid. Oxford SSSK used it for their candycane drive in 2013/14. 

Remember: 
• To tell the Accounts Recorder (Gordon) when you set up a page (otherwise we see money 

coming in - which is nice - but don’t know where it is coming from)  
• That you need to tell the Recorder when the page is finished with, as he can tell Bmycharity 

to delete the page, otherwise it will live for ever in cyberspace, and may confuse others 
• To name the page uniquely, including and abbreviated branch indicator, like cam, edb, ox, 

sps or spgs.    

The Branch Records Book (BRB) 
The need for records is partly based on the Charity Commission’s requirement that we should 
keep records for at least six years, and on the value of passing on advice and experience from 
one year to the next. It is something that needs explaining to all committee members.   

The BRB should contain: 
• full contact details including a non-uni or school e-mail address (which will expire when 

people leave); mobile number and home address 
• copies of committee meeting minutes (which should also be sent to your BLT), and copies of 

the termly forms sent to the Accounts Recorder 
• notes about planning activities, the resources needed and tips about how they should be run 

- with comments on successes and on possible pitfalls. New ideas which work well can be 
incorporated in future editions of this Information Pack, and passed on to other branches. 

We will look at collecting this data on Dropbox, but until this is done, please keep a paper-
based lever-arch file, which is easier to monitor.    

If you have any questions, please get in touch. 

Completed forms, and details about Bmycharity pages, should be sent to 
the Accounts Recorder: 

Gordon Couch 
39 Bradley Gardens 
London  W13 8HE 
T: 020 8997 7055                                               
E: gordon_couch@yahoo.com   
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SIGNED (as accurate) by Signature Name (printed) Date

Two committee members Signature Name (printed) Date

EVENT Date, time, place and numbers involved 
(summary)

Money 
raised 

£

Expenses 

£

TOTALS

      BRANCH RECORDS FORM



�28

 

"AGM" means SSSK's annual general meeting, usually held in London in early January. 

"BIP" means this branch information pack. 

"BLT" means means a branch liaison trustee, one of the Trustees who is responsible for 
maintaining the relationship with and acting as first point of contact for a specific branch. 

"CENIT" means Centro de la Nina Trabjadora, an NGO in Ecuador. 

"CSC" means the Consortium for Street Children, a registered UK charity which acts as an 
umbrella organisation and a resource pool for multiple streetchild-related organisations and of 
which SSSK is a member. 

"NGO" means a non-governmental organisation. 

"Trustee" means the trustees of SSSK listed on page 3 and any other person appointed as a 
trustee from time to time. 

      ABBREVIATIONS


