
 

SUMMER 2016 NEWSLETTER

Feature    
Advocacy Update    
Branch Spotlight  
Project Reports  
 

2 
4 
6 

10 

Editor: Amy Dafnis, Design: Arjun Paliwal 
Get in touch at info@sssk.org.uk or visit our website www.sssk.org.uk

2016 AGM 
REPORT

FEATURED ARTICLE

mailto:info@sssk.org.uk
http://www.sssk.org.uk/
mailto:info@sssk.org.uk
http://www.sssk.org.uk/


�2

   Feature          Advocacy Update          Branch Spotlight          Project Report

JAN 2016

Freddie Light, Gordon Couch, Eloïse Haylor

The Consortium for Street 
Children's offices hosted a 
lively, informative and 
practical AGM. It was one of 
the best attended in recent 
years, and the small 
conference room was packed.

A group icebreaking exercise 
involved a comparison between 
goat milking, potato cooking and 
showing a film, as methods for 
fund-raising. 'Potatoes' were the 
clear winners (looking forward to it 
Edinburgh!). 

We were thrilled to welcome back 
Johnnie Glennie for an inspiring 
and deeply moving opening talk. 
He was delighted that SSSK is still 
going with such a lot of obvious 
enthusiasm, almost 20 years after 
he co-founded it. He noted that a 
vital aspect of leadership is 
building something sustainable, 
with a momentum that continues 
after you leave. His vision for the 
charity is that it can continue to 
engage students with a specific 
message about an inequality in 
the world we live in.

Based on his personal 
experience, Johnnie spoke of the 
visits which changed his life - to 
Colombia and India - working with 
local street child NGOs.
Street children experience 
extreme loneliness – living their 
lives away from people who would 
support them. The lack of love 
and community that the children 
experience leaves them with a 
deep psychological and spiritual 
deficit. In Colombia, there is a 

great deal of violence, and a 
serious drug-use problem. These 
are less of an issue in India, but 
the isolation and loneliness are 
the same. When he returned to 
Colombia some years later, 
several of the children he had met 
were not alive.

Now working as Director of Policy 
and Research at Save the 
Children, he commented that 
while the 80s and 90s had been 
generally bad news for 
development issues, during this 
century, there are more good 
news stories. However, key 
groups which are left behind and 
increasingly marginalised, include 
street children and those who are 
disabled. Street-connected 
children are currently among the 
least likely to benefit from any 
improvements to society or health 
care resulting from development. 

The work that we do to illuminate 
the stories of street children and 
to give them a voice, remains as 
critical as ever. The core funding 
which SSSK provides for local 
NGOs to support staffing and 
running costs is of particular 
value.
This point was reinforced during a 
discussion by two trustees from 
Via Ninos (representing CENIT in 
Ecuador, who we support) and 
remains an important aspect of 
SSSK’s approach.

The work at Save the Children 
focuses on poverty and exclusion, 
but Johnnie emphasised that the 
charity is not just about raising 
money, but perhaps more 

importantly, also about advocacy 
and education. This needs to 
result in system change.
Similarly, SSSKs support should 
not only look at children’s 
immediate needs, but should also 
look to change the reasons why 
these needs exist. This is 
especially important given the 
good fortune in the lottery of life 
that members of SSSK branches 
enjoy, and the future careers we 
might have. 

Natalie Turgut (trustee) then gave 
an update on the latest work that 
the Consortium for Street Children 
(CSC) is doing regarding the UN 
Committee on the Rights of the 
Child's 'General Comment' on 
street children. A 'General 
Comment' (GC) is a 10,000-word 
document that provides legal 
guidance to member states on 
how to develop law and policy, in 
this case, about street children. 
When it is published, each country 
can use the General Comment to 
report to the UN on how they are 
responding to street children, 
essentially ensuring that national 
laws and policies have to be 
devised and implemented for 
street children.

The GC was initiated in 2014, and 
will be the first piece of 
international law on street children 
specifically. The CSC has been 
supporting the UN Committee on 
the Rights of the Child to develop 
the document through to its 
planned publication in mid-2017. 
Once it is finished, the CSC will 
also look to work with states to 
ensure that they use the General 
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the UK 20+ 15

Comment, and implement it into 
their national strategies.  
An overall guide to the GC can be 
found on our website.

http://
www.streetchildrenresources.org/
wp-content/uploads/gravity_forms/
1-07fc61ac163e50acc82d83eee9
ebb5c2/2015/06/CFSC_Easy-
Guide_Amended-
June-2015_FINAL-Low-res.pdf

Eloise Haylor (trustee and alumna 
of Oxford and SPGS) spoke about 
her visit to Manila before 
Christmas. She visited the 
Pangarap Foundation boys home 
there (which SSSK supports), and 
you will be able to read more 
about that in the next Newsletter.

She was impressed by the 
organisation. Boys aged from 10 
to 17, arrive voluntarily, usually 
referred through outreach NGOs 
like ChildHope Asia, who we also 
support. They are there on the 
basis that reintegration into their 
family is impractical. They agree 
to give up drugs, and to respect 

and keep the home’s rules. An 
interesting feature is that the boys 
regularly assess the staff working 
there, and the facilities provided.

In Manila, a major reason for 
children being on the streets is 
because of violence and abuse in 
their family, which is different from 
Eloise’s earlier experience in 
Kolkata, India, where many of the 
children came from impoverished 
rural areas, and arrived there 
because it was at the end of a rail 
line.

Finally, we broke out into branch 
groups to discuss successes and 
challenges that we have faced 
through the year. This is always 
one of the best parts of the AGM, 
as it is often easy to feel isolated 
throughout the year, and the AGM 
is one of the only times when we 
have all the branches together in 
the same place. 

Overall, the AGM was a fantastic 
mix of practical help, personal 
stories, and informative advocacy.

Please keep in touch through 
social media – like the Facebook 
page www.facebook.com/
StudentsSupportingStreetKids.  
Follow us on Twitter 
@sssksocialmedia, and get in 
touch with any of the Trustees if 
you have any questions, ideas… 
or are travelling and would like to 
visit a SSSK supported project! 

Freddie Light, Eloïse Haylor and  
Gordon Couch are trustees for 
SSSK.

GROUP 
ACTIVITIES 

AT THE 
AGM

people have served 
on the Trustee 
Board

NGOs have been 
directly supported 
by SSSK

100% £200,000+of monies raised 
go directly to 
partner NGOs

sent to our 
partner NGOs 
(1998-2015)

http://www.streetchildrenresources.org/wp-content/uploads/gravity_forms/1-07fc61ac163e50acc82d83eee9ebb5c2/2015/06/CFSC_Easy-Guide_Amended-June-2015_FINAL-Low-res.pdf
http://www.streetchildrenresources.org/wp-content/uploads/gravity_forms/1-07fc61ac163e50acc82d83eee9ebb5c2/2015/06/CFSC_Easy-Guide_Amended-June-2015_FINAL-Low-res.pdf
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Balaknama: The 
Voice of India’s 
Street Children 

This April, NGOs and street-connected children across the 
world celebrated the International Day for Street Children. 
Since its inception, the Day has helped provide an 
increasingly larger platform for street children to raise their 
voices and share their stories with the world. 

Photo: http://www.channel4.com/programmes/unreported-world/
articles/all/indias-slumkid-reporters

http://www.channel4.com/programmes/unreported-world/articles/all/indias-slumkid-reporters
http://www.channel4.com/programmes/unreported-world/articles/all/indias-slumkid-reporters
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Balaknama is Hindi for ‘the 
voice of the children’. It is also 
a Delhi-based newspaper 
produced for and by street 
children in India.  

The monthly newspaper began in 
2003 and is created by a team of 
60 reporters (ages 12-20), all of 
whom are supervised by 
Chandini, their 18-year-old editor. 
These young journalists are 
supported by a local charitable 
trust known as Childhood 
Enhancement through Training 
and Action (CHETNA) and of the 
8,000 copies of Balaknama that 
are printed every month, the 
majority are distributed free of 
charge to police stations and 
children’s rights NGOs. Reporters 
are often young children who are 
unable to write. However, through 
their work informing a team of 
‘writing reporters’, they are 
encouraged to study and learn 
how to write themselves. 

Through Balaknama, some of the 
hardships affecting street children 
have been able to make it into 
India’s mainstream media. One 
example of this is when the 
newspaper filed a report 
concerning police who were 
forcing children living in railway 
stations to recover the bodies of 
those who had been killed on the 
tracks. The resultant public 
outrage caused the National 
Committee for Protection of Child 
Rights to be alerted and action 
was taken against the police in 
question. This story is so 
significant because it represents a 

triumph for these children over an 
agent of power that has acted as 
an abuser rather than a protector. 
This pattern of police 
discrimination against street-
children is a global issue and this 
case proves just how important it 
is to pay attention to the stories of 
children concerned. 

The children reporting for 
Balaknama also tackle global and 
policy issues that affect street-
connected children. They are 
vocal in their opposition of recent 
alterations to the Juvenile Justice 
act, which makes it so that 
children of ages 16-18 may be 
trialled as adults. However, many 
street-connected children do not 
know their true date of birth, and 
as a result, they are vulnerable to 
having their ages manipulated and 
consequently being forced to 
serve an adult sentence. 

Since 2014, Balaknama has been 
able to start publishing 
newspapers in English as well as 
Hindi. The front-page pictured 
here belongs to a special edition 

that has been compiled in honour 
of the International Day for Street 
Children. It also focuses on the 
crucial role that street children are 
playing as informants for the UN’s 
General Comment on Children in 
Street-connected Situations.

Finally, Balaknama’s team 
endeavours to publish positive 
reports about street children who 
have carried out acts of kindness, 
such as returning lost items or 
recovering stolen goods. Through 
this they are doing truly amazing 
work to reverse negative and 
misinformed perceptions of street 
children. By narrating their own 
lives in their own words, the 
reporters are able to carve out 
their own identities and fight back 
against discrimination. Balaknama 
is thus providing a wonderful 
example for future initiatives in 
other NGOs and countries around 
the world.  

If you’re interested in subscribing 
to the newspaper online, then 
send an email to 
balaknamaeditor@gmail.com.

Sources:
https://twitter.com/chetnango
http://www.thebetterindia.com/
51773/balaknama-street-children-
newspaper-delhi-chetna-badte-
kadam/
http://www.theguardian.com/
global-development-professionals-
network/2016/apr/14/street-
children-journalist-balaknama-
newspaper-delhi-india

Amy Dafnis is Editor at Oxford 
SSSK.

Amy Dafnis

Balaknama: The Voice of India’s Street 
Children 

ADVOCACY UPDATE 

“Through Balaknama, 
some of the 
hardships affecting 
street children have 
been able to make it 
into India’s 
mainstream media.”

mailto:balaknamaeditor@gmail.com
https://twitter.com/chetnango
http://www.thebetterindia.com/51773/balaknama-street-children-newspaper-delhi-chetna-badte-kadam/
http://www.theguardian.com/global-development-professionals-network/2016/apr/14/street-children-journalist-balaknama-newspaper-delhi-india
mailto:balaknamaeditor@gmail.com
https://twitter.com/chetnango
http://www.thebetterindia.com/51773/balaknama-street-children-newspaper-delhi-chetna-badte-kadam/
http://www.theguardian.com/global-development-professionals-network/2016/apr/14/street-children-journalist-balaknama-newspaper-delhi-india
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Faced with the challenge of not 
being recognised as an official 
university society, the Edinburgh 
branch of SSSK was reborn this 
academic year. With a committee 
of nine dedicated second years, 
we were all excited by the year 
ahead. We agreed that in order to 
make our events memorable, we 
should try to make the events as 
fun as possible. 

Fundraising at Edinburgh has to 
be predominantly done in the first 
semester. In the second semester, 
much larger groups such as 
Edinburgh Global Projects hold 
frequent fundraisers that are very 
hard to 'compete' with. So with 
that in mind, we held three events 
during the first semester.

Our first event was a screening of 
'Trainspotting' at a local pub, 
charging people £4 for coming 
along. A common theme in our 

events is alcohol - people are 
perhaps more generous with their 
money once they've had a bit to 
drink. Some very kind people in 
the pub donated to SSSK despite 
not coming to watch the film 
themselves. After seeing the 
success of the film screening in a 
pub, we decided to up the ante 
and hold a charity pub crawl. 
Hester Depel phoned up some of 
Edinburgh's biggest pubs to 
organise the evening, and over 40 
people came along at various 
points in the evening. A thoroughly 
enjoyable night, so much so that 
we replicated this event during the 
second term.

The most successful event of the 
year was without doubt our 
fundraiser with the A Cappella 
society. Georgie Hewitt is the 
treasurer for A Cappella and we 
used her connections to organise 
an end of term show with them. 

We used a university venue which 
meant there was no expenditure 
for the night, as well as asking 
some well known university 
comics to perform. The show was 
far more popular than we 
anticipated resulting in us having 
to turn away some punters who 
turned up on the night. Without a 
doubt, we'd recommend a similar 
event with a performance group to 
our SSSK branches.

A special mention must go to 
Connor Smith for organising our 
glow stick sale in the university 
club night, 'The Big Cheese'. 
Normally when charities sell 
things at The Big Cheese, they're 
not that successful, but with 
Connor and Oliver Black's 
enthusiasm, we managed to sell 
100 glow sticks in about an hour 
(again probably capitalising on 
people who had had a bit to 
drink).

Yas Rana

BRANCH SPOTLIGHT 
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An update from Edinburgh
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EDINBURGH 
ACAPPELLA 

EVENING

Photo: Edinburgh University A Cappella Society



�7

We all enjoyed running SSSK this 
year, and we look forward to next 
year in the hope that we can 
recruit some younger people to 
get involved to make up for the 
losses of Oscar Knight and 
Georgie Hewitt who'll be going on 
year abroads. Thanks also to 
Emma McCombie for her job as 
Treasurer and of course Gordon 
for being so helpful for whenever 
we've had questions or needed 
information.

Committee: Yas Rana, Emma 
McCombie, Emma Coles, Hester 
Depel, Oscar Knight, Connor 
Smith, Alasdair Glasgow, Oliver 
Black and Georgie Hewitt

Yas Rana is President of 
Edinburgh SSSK. Glowing success as the Edinburgh team made their mark at The Big Cheese

Photo: Edinburgh SSSK

Connor Smith 
SSSK Edinburgh 

“We’d like to nominate Connor for organising 
our glowstick sale at our uni club night, 'The 
Big Cheese'. Although we didn't raise that 
much money (about £65) we got loads of 
publicity by being there.” 

- Edinburgh Team

Hope Oloye 
SSSK Oxford 

“Hope made a brilliant contribution to our club-
night fundraiser by organising the band, 
promoting the event, and managing to sell an 
amazing amount of wristbands. She has 
significantly raised the profile of SSSK in Oxford 
in a single term and we’re super grateful for 
everything that she has done!” 

- Oxford Team

Volunteers of the term
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Olivia Bowman

A challenging and exciting year CAMBRIDGE

For Students Supporting Street 
Kids Cambridge, this year of fund 
raising has proved a true success! 
The previous academic year saw 
SSSK reappearing as a charity in 
Cambridge. Thus, undoubtedly we 
had a struggle on our hands to 
make our charity's voice heard 
within an already saturated, 
student charity market. 
Nevertheless, SSSK is really 
proud of the work we have done 
this past year, moving from 
strength to strength as a team and 
organising many successful 
events.

Our most successful events have 
been a Capoeira lesson, a talk 
about the issue of homelessness 
in connection with Cambridge 
University, Amnesty International, 
and a Jumble Sale. All these 
events were aimed at heightening 

the awareness of SSSK amongst 
students in Cambridge, while 
raising money. The Capoeira 
Lesson was really good fun and 
the teachers that helped out were 
amazing; it turned out that they 
had held many charity classes 
before, with refugee communities. 
The talk we hosted in conjunction 
with Amnesty International was 
successful in educating students 
on the issues surrounding 
homelessness and what we can 
realistically do about it, both here 
in England and internationally. 
Through these events we raised 
some worthwhile funds and linked 
to new supporters.

However, the Jumble Sale was 
our real break-through event. We 
were extremely lucky to have the 
opportunity to hold this event at 
Great St.Mary's Church. This 

venue proved to be an ideal 
location for the Jumble Sale. It is 
the university church, meaning 
that it attracted a large student 
crowd, and centrally located so 
that we also drew in lots of tourists 
and Cambridge residents. We 
were not charged any money to 
use the church, provided that we 
share it with the tourists as they 
look around, a set up which was 
perfect for us. We organised with 
our college reps for boxes to be 
put at each college for collection 
of any clothes, shoes, and 
accessories they would like to sell. 
We received an overwhelming 
amount of items, having planned 
the collection to happen just after 
everyone came back from 
Christmas with lots of unwanted 
presents. We sold tea, coffee, and 
home-made cakes, and dotted 
collection boxes all around the 

Photo: Cambridge SSSK

CAMBRIDGE’S 
JUMBLE SALE
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event. Overall, we raised approx. 
£640 for SSSK, one of our largest 
amounts yet. We also donated all 
our left over clothes to a range of 
local charity shops, to Street Bite 
who distribute food, hot drinks, 
and warm clothing to homeless 
people in Cambridge, and to a 
collection for the Calais crisis. 
Connecting to these other 
charities was a very valuable 
aspect of this event and helped 
our supporters realise the 
importance of their donations.

Our most recent event was an 
open mic night which we held at a 
local pub - 'The Portland Arms'. 
Having our event at this venue 
was another step towards working 

more closely within the Cambridge 
community in general, rather than 
just amongst students. We were 
offered the venue completely free, 
which meant that all profits, 
beyond a small fee for the sound 
technician, went directly to SSSK. 
We attracted a range of really 
talented performers, including 
comedians, spoken word poets, 
and musicians. However, we were 
particularly keen to insure that the 
event was not simply a fundraiser, 
raising awareness of the cause 
seemed paramount, so we asked 
all our performers to base their 
performances on the theme of 
'childhood'. This theme gained 
some varied responses, some 
funny, some heartwarming, yet 

what they all offered was the 
importance of childhood for 
everyone.

Overall, it is fair to say that 
'Students Supporting Street Kids, 
Cambridge' have had a 
challenging, exciting and 
ultimately, very successful year. 
We are extremely grateful for the 
generosity of those who have 
helped us to host events and are 
very proud of the funds and 
awareness that we have raised 
within Cambridge this year. We 
are really eager to get working on 
new projects soon!

Olivia Bowman is President of 
Cambridge SSSK.

Our team in Oxford have been busy this term hosting SSSK’s first ever 
Street Child Conference. Presentations from some of SSSK’s NGO 
partners, workshops from local organisations and an interactive quiz 
about the charity were just some of the highlights. 

Find out more about the event and what was learnt in the next 
newsletter issue.

GET 
INVOLVED

Inspired by what you’ve read so far?
Want to get involved?

Welcome to the team. 

There are many ways in which you can get involved to help SSSK.

If you’re at university or school, you can join or even start a local branch. For anyone who is interested in 
starting a branch, all you need to do is get a group of friends together and send an email to 
info@sssk.org.uk. Our trustees will then be able to provide practical help and advice.

Visit www.sssk.org.uk for more information.

OXFORD

mailto:info@sssk.org.uk
http://www.sssk.org.uk
mailto:info@sssk.org.uk
http://www.sssk.org.uk
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Umthombo
Emma Kerr

The taxi takes yet another turn, 
tracing its steps backwards, 
winding down the suburban 
streets of Durban. Eventually, it 
pulls up in front of a residential 
building and a teenage boy opens 
the door for me silently. He is one 
of the boys the centre is currently 
aiming to rehabilitate. A young 
man is standing on the patio, 
smiling and waving. His name is 
Xolani and he is the Administrator 
of Umthombo.

Xolani (a Zulu name that I struggle 
to pronounce, with a ferocious 
click at the beginning) apologises 
that the building has been difficult 
to find. The centre used to be 
based in the heart of Durban, he 
explains, but it has relocated to a 
less central, more residential area, 
cutting their rental costs to a tenth 
of what they were. The downside 
of this is that they are now less 
accessible for the boys that use 
their services as a drop-in centre, 
and instead staff must drive 
around the city, scouring the 
streets for boys in need.

I am shown round the premises, a 
converted house with two floors - 
the kitchen and living quarters for 
the boys on the ground floor and 
the staff’s offices and IT centre 
upstairs. ‘Who cooks?’, I ask 
Xolani teasingly, expecting him to 
say that the maid does. ‘We all 
do’, he replies, ‘we take it in turns. 
And the boys do their own chores, 
it gives them life skills’. We 
emerge into the small yard at the 
back of the building, where one 
boy is washing his clothes and 
hanging them on a line. We turn 
and enter the shared dormitory 
where the rest of the boys are 
hanging out, all dressed in surf 
gear. They’ve been told that we 
will go to the beach to surf so that 
I can see how the project uses 
sport to reintegrate the boys back 
into society. They’re boisterous, 
impatient to leave. Some are 
cheeky and tease me in a friendly 
way, others hang back, shy. They 
all want to know about my life in 
the UK. Their English is 
impeccable, which surprises me. 
‘Where have they learnt it?’, I 
want to know. ‘On the street’, 

Xolani replies. Just one of the 
lessons of the street, I imagine.

Unfortunately for them, I want to 
interview a couple of the staff 
members before we leave. In his 
interview, Xolani tells me that the 
best part of his job is hearing the 
stories of those children that the 
project has successfully 
reintegrated. He tells me in 
particular about one boy who is 
currently at the centre who had 
previously been addicted to glue, 
but is now in school, in Grade 8, 
and doing well. He is emphatic 
that these achievements could not 
be made without the support of 
those, like students in our 
branches, that continue to raise 
funds for Umthombo’s work.

I then meet Phindile, Programme 
Manager and Senior Social 
Worker for the centre. She 
recounts how the project uses a 
variety of sports, including surfing, 
football, cricket, fishing, aerobics 
and golf, to reintegrate the boys 
with whom it works into society. 
The staff take turns to check on 

PROJECT REPORTS 
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SOUTH 
AFRICA

UMTHOMBO

Photo: Umthombo; http://www.umthombostreetchildrensa.org/about-us/our-gallery/pictures/
olympus-digital-camera-40/
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We want to hear from you.
We are currently looking for contributions for the next SSSK newsletter. If you’ve had an experience 
volunteering or working with street-connected children, whether or not it was through an SSSK partner 
organisation, then please get in touch and share it with us.

Personal stories like Emma’s above are incredibly valuable as they help tackle negative misconceptions 
of street children and give greater insight into the problems that they face. These kinds of articles are 
also able to highlight the amazing work that is being done by NGOs across the world. Any submissions 
for the feature and advocacy sections of the newsletter would also be very welcome!

Please send submissions to Amy (amy.dafnis@hertford.ox.ac.uk) or Arjun (arjun.paliwal@new.ox.ac.uk).

the progress of the boys that they 
are reintegrating into their 
families, and do group and 
individual sessions with the boys 
staying at the centre. 

They press the government on 
areas of concern, like the 
children’s right to identity 
documents. She tells me that her 
job can be both rewarding when 
the boys are successfully 
rehabilitated and frustrating when 
their progress backslides. But, she 
says, the social workers cannot be 
frustrated, because all of the boys 
deserve another chance – 
everyone makes mistakes, it is 
how we choose to address them 
that is important. If she could send 
one message to supporters, it 
would be that this work takes 
patience. The children do relapse, 
and getting them permanently off 
the streets can take years. 

The interviews done, I bid farewell 
to the smiling Xolani and clamber 
into a pick-up truck with Phindile, 
the boys in the back. As we speed 
along to the beach front, the boys 
clamber and whoop in the back, 
excited at the prospect of an 
unscheduled surf, but Phindile is 
unfazed. We arrive and within 
seconds they have grabbed 
surfboards and are undertaking a 
drill on the sand with the Coach, 
their faces intent as they perfect 
their techniques. This is clearly 
important to them, they are 
disciplined in their practice – it 
gives them focus and shows 
them, and others, that they can be 

good at something, when offered 
the opportunity.

As they set off into the water, 
riding the waves with varying 
amounts of success, I continue 
my chat with Phindile. ‘Does she 
find it difficult?’, I wonder. ‘Yes’, is 
the unhesitating reply. She finds it 
difficult that she cannot help all of 
the children – this she learned the 
hard way when she tried to help 
some of the many children who 
end up sniffing glue on the streets. 

These she has found the most 
difficult to rehabilitate, and 
unfortunately, with limited time 
and resources, she has learnt that 
efforts must be targeted at those 
with the best chance of successful 
rehabilitation. Even then, it is 
frustrating to see a child that had 
been making good progress slip 
back into the familiarity of street 
life. 

‘What gets them started on glue?’.
‘The cold’, Phindile replies, 
matter-of-factly. The children tell 
her that the glue helps stave off 
the cold in the winter months, and 
then becomes an addiction. Once 
they are addicted, these children 
are very difficult to help. I’m 
saddened by this. Though I had 
known that addiction to glue was a 
problem on the streets, I hadn’t 
realised that this was the cause. 
And while it is a harsh reality that 
resources need to be targeted at 
those that have the best chance of 
rehabilitation, it’s nevertheless 
incredibly sad to think of the 

others, those abandoned by 
society, with little hope of ever 
having a normal life; a roof over 
their heads, warm clothes, a 
loving family.

Still, as I watch one boy catch a 
decent wave and pull himself 
upright, I feel pleased that we are 
doing what we can, and that I am 
a small part of this jigsaw. For 
some of these boys, Umthombo 
will make the difference between 
surviving and living – it will provide 
them with the life and social skills 
that they need to turn their lives 
around. The staff of Umthombo 
should take huge credit for that, 
as they work incredibly hard every 
day to make that dream a reality. 
But we in the UK can also take a 
small part of the credit, for helping 
projects like Umthombo to keep 
going in challenging 
circumstances.

I am very grateful to Xolani, 
Phindile, Mpendulo and all the 
staff of Umthombo for their 
kindness and patience in showing 
me the project. The video 
interviews mentioned above will 
shortly be made available online.

Emma Kerr has been an SSSK 
Trustee since 2014. She was 
formerly Co-President of the 
Cambridge branch and during 
the year she has been the 
Cambridge Branch Liaison 
Trustee.

CALL FOR 
SUBMISSIONS
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Running out of event ideas? 
Take a look at SSSK’s Fundraising Calendar and be inspired! If you have any 
thoughts or additional ideas, please do let us know.

SEPTEMBER 
Ask college to include a 

donation to SSSK on 
college bills as a tick-box/

opt-out 

Fresher’s fair

OCTOBER 
Club nights | 

Sponsored sports events

NOVEMBER 
Movember | Winter Ball/

Ceilidh

DECEMBER 
‘Strictly Come Dancing’ 

dance nights | Christmas 
card competition - design 

and distribute cards | 
Candy Canes!

MAY 
Exam Packs | Yoga sessions 
| Bake sales | High tea on the 

go 

Hand over to new committee. 
Ensure email contacts of old 
committee members are sent 

to BLT.

JUNE 
Visit projects 

Book fresher’s fair stall

JULY 
Sponsored 
Challenges

AUGUST 
Plan rota for freshers 
fair. Cambridge RAG 

applications due.

JANUARY 
Sleep-outs

FEBRUARY 
Valentine’s Day | Roses/

love hearts delivery service | 
Rendezvous | My Secret 

Admirer  

Oxford RAG 
applications due

MARCH 
Easter Egg delivery 
service | Easter egg 

hunts 

Allocate roles for next 
committee 
members

APRIL 
International Day for 

Street Children (12/04) | 
Photo exhibitions | National 
campaign participation: e-

petition signing 
#tweetforthestreet

ALL YEAR 
Open Mic Nights 

Charity Formal Halls 

Auction of Promises 

Film Screenings 

Set a forfeit/reward for reaching 
certain fundraising targets 

Speaker events (liaise with 
other charities/organisations) 

Wine tastings 

Champagne Breakfasts 

Jazz and Mulled wine 

Comedy nights 

Pub quiz 

Raffles 

Photo Exhibitions 

Salsa Classes 

Zumbathon 

Collections at other societies’ 
events 

Rendezvous 


