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World’s unique Newspaper for and by street and Working Children
“Balaknama is the newspaper presented by Street and Working children themselves to fight 

for their own rights and problems because they are being completely ignored.

On the eve of International Street Children's Day, ten 
street and working children spoke at Street Talk, a 
live talk by street and working children. The speakers 
mesmerized an auditorium full of three hundred people 
at India Islamic Cultural Centre by sharing their difficult 
life journeys. They spoke about what went wrong in their 
lives, and how they could have been in a better position 
if they had been helped at the right time. At various 
instances, the audience choked with awe and got a deep 
sense of how dedicated these children are despite facing 
all hardships. A senior government official felicitated all 
the speakers. Five children were given bravery awards for 
demonstrating courage and honesty. One such awardee 
was a 14 year old child living at a railway platform who 
handed over to the police all the lost and found items in 
the train. The speakers expressed their desired to be talked 
about in Mann ki Baat by the honourable Prime Minister. 

As the program was going 
to start, many people had 
turned up in numbers 
to witness and hear the 
speeches of the children 
who had an achievement 
story to tell. There were 
various dignitaries, well 
wishers and children 
from in an around the city 
present in the event.

And the auditorium 
was getting filled with 
audience to witness and 
hear the most awaited 
speeches of those 10 street 
children who had lots of 
things to tell about their 
achievements.

Before entering the 
auditorium hall the 
dignitaries and the 
guests had done their 
registration, after which 
they were given a 
Balaknama newspaper 
(Newspaper for and by 
street Children) and a 
card where the name of 
the speakers were written.

As the audiences were 
filling the auditorium, 
the speakers were 
making themselves 
prepared and also making 
themselves confident 
on the backstage for the 
speeches, as it was only a 
matter of few minutes for 
the program to start.

Sanno took the responsibility of anchoring and 
welcomed everyone with a brief introductory speech. 
After that she asked the children to come one by one 

and speak out their heart infront of the audiences.

Pictures of the children while they were delivering 
their speeches

Then one by one all the children spoke out their heart 
with confidence which made the audiences get a clear 
picture of the street children’s life. The children also 
gave the audience a chance to ask a few questions 

after their respective speeches and the audiences came 
up with some fine questions to which the children 

replied delightfully and which made the event more 
remarkable.

Pictures of the 
audiences while they 

were asking questions 
to the speakers

After the speech of 
the children was over, 
Jyoti who was also a 
street child before had 
spoken a few words 
of her achievements 
which she had made 
in her life till now. She 
is now a contestant for 
the upcoming MCD 
election, in Delhi.

The dignitaries, 
guest, well wishers 
and the children 
are all deep into 
the never heard 
real life stories of 
the children.

continued on pg. 2
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Children staying under 
flyovers remain vulnerable

druNkeN people geT Naked aNd CreaTe ruCkus
ChildreN fed up of This habiT

Children come to Delhi to 
work with their parents from 
Bihar and Rajasthan. These 
children are compelled 
to stay under flyovers as 
their parents do not have 
sufficient money to stay 
in safe homes. Reporter 
got to know that children 
start coming to stay under 
flyovers one month before 
winters start. 2 children went 
missing during this. Reporter 
asked parents, "How did you 
not get to know that your 
children got kidnapped?" 
Parents replied, "We get so 
tired working the whole day 
that we do not get to know 
what is happening around us 
while we sleep”. Reporter 
asked parents, “Did you get 

your complaint registered 
in Police Station regarding 
this?” Parents said, “We went 
to police station but they do 
not listen to us and rather 
blame us that we do not take 
care of children and wait till 
they are kidnapped and then 
come to them crying. They 

ask us to go away from 
there”. Reporter got to know 
from other children that 2 to 
3 children go missing every 
year and the shocking thing 
is that it is still not known 
who kidnaps children and 
what happens to that child 
after kidnapping.
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There are around 1000 
to 1500 people staying in 
slums at Lawrence road who 
are involved in gambling the 
whole day. Some workers 
from an organization come 
in the evening to teach 
children whose family 
condition is not good and 
that time only these people 
start playing their game. 
They also indulge in obscene 

talks. Children said, “We 
face many difficulties in our 
studies. These people get 
drunk and shout a lot. When 
we ask them to stop their 
game while we study and 
play later, they ask us what 
you will do by studying, and 
you will also do gambling 
like us. Nothing happens 
by studying. At times they 
also get naked in front of 
us while playing in their 
inebriated state. They fight 

Balaknama Bureau with our parents also if we 
complain to them.  They 
tell our parents that this is 
their place also and will do 
whatever they want. They 
do not care”. Children told 
the reporter, “These people 
not only are involved in 
gambling but they take drugs 
also in front of us and take 
off their clothes in their lost 
conscious. So, we children 
want that we get a solution 
for this problem soon”.
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Dear friends,

Greetings!!

Best wishes to all of you from Street and Working 
Children on the occasion of International Street 
and Working Children’s Day.
This time also street children’s newspaper 
Balaknama has brought many real stories in front 
of you with its new edition. 
This is great news for street and working children 
that street and working children have got 
recognition in UNCRC and this has been accepted 
that there are street and working children in 
world and solutions need to be found out for their 
problems. 
We are very grateful that Children have got the 
recognition and they would not be neglected now 
and something better would be done.
We, Street and Working children are bringing the 
same thing (this is now our time. Are you listening 
to us) and some other real stories fighting with 
their struggle.
We hope that you will like this edition and please 
give your suggestions on above address.

The Editorial Board

ediTorial
2-3 ChildreN goes missiNg every year

This is our Time, please do hear us from page 1 

l  Let every child on the street 
has to get access to their birth 
certificate and UID.
l  Let make it a point that 
not a single child should go 
missing from the streets.
l  Let the children in the 
streets should have an access 
to banking facilities for 
saving their money they earn.
l  Let all the children in the 
street get equal respects and 
dignity.
l  Let the children have 
access to proper shelters or 
a place where the life of the 
children remain safe and 
sound.
l   Let  the children to 
understand the vulnerability 
of their existence and help to 
find better solution to such 
problems.

During the program while 
delivering the speeches, the 
children had made some 
certain key demands for 
the welfare of the street and 
working children which are 
being ensured to solve. They 
are:

In the end, Jyoti who was 
also a speaker of the event 
had given a vote of thanks to 
each and everyone who made 
the event a successful one.

After the speeches were over, the dignitaries were invited to 
the stage and were asked to give the awards and the token 
of love to the children.

Dignitaries Rashmi Sahani (Left) and Bharti Sharma (Right) 
along with Sanjay Gupta felicitating the children by giving 
the Bravery Awards who had done some bravery act to save 
and secure someone’s life. They were being praised by the 
dignitaries for their act. They were an inspiration to all the 
children present in the event. D i g n i t a r i e s  S u m e d h a 

Sharma, Country Director, 
Ipartner India (picture on the 
left) felicitating the speakers 
by giving them a small prize 
as a “Token of Love”, who 
had given their speeches 
infront of the audiences.

So, with this the event had 
concluded by providing the 
children a platform to share 
their thoughts which will 
boost their confident more 
in the upcoming time.
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rag piCkiNg girls lured 
for sexual favors

CoNTaCT These Toll free 
Numbers if you faCe aNy 

problem.

ChildreN's help 
liNe Numbers

Child line NumberX 

1098 
Police Helpline NumberX 

100

Some people staying in 
Juggi slum of ShramVihar 
Lucknow, capital of Lucknow 
believes that if any child has 
itching problem then get 
that child bath in the dirty 
canal and his all problems 
will be gone. If any child 
here suffers from any skin 
itching problem, he has to 
bathe for two hours in the 
dirty canal. Badhtekadam and 
Balaknama reporter Guddi 
spoke to the people around. 

pareNTs adopTiNg supersTiTious Ways To 
TreaT ChildreN's iTChiNg

Rani Devi said, "This canal 
is connected to sewers of 
all colonies of Lucknow 
so you can understand 
how dangerous it could 
be for children's health".
RajuPrajapati said, "We even 
try to explain people of this 
slum but they do not listen to 
us and rather tell us that we 
also bathe in the same canal 
when we have itching so we 
get our children also bathe 
in the same canal and their 
itching goes away". 13 years 

old Rahul said, “Whenever 
we have any kind of itching 
our Parents force us to bathe 
in this dirty canal and we 
bathe for around two hours 
in it. While we bathe sewage 
and foul smell enter into our 
mouth due to which children 
are even found unconscious 
but we are helpless”. 32 years 
old Ram said, “Children had 
faced many serious problems 
after bathing in dirty water 
but children’s parents do not 
care at all. They just believe 
that itching goes away by 
bathing in dirty water”. 

8 years old Shravan works 
as a motor mechanic in 
a garage. Reporter asked 
Shravan, “How do you 
work at such a young 
age?”Shravan said, “I work 
because of my family’s 
financial condition is bad. 
My father works stands 
under the underpass at 
Lawrence road and pushes 
the heavy loaded rickshaw 
up to the end. He gets 
Rs.20 to 30 from it and at 
times he is not able to earn 
anything. That is why out 
of compulsion I work her 

dreams losT iN Child labor

Children threatened, physically abused openly

in garage”. He added, “I 
face many difficulties while 
working in the garage. Parts 
which I repair for the cars 
are very heavy. I am not 
able to pick them. Police 
also come to this garage to 
get their car repaired but 
they also ignore me. I work 
here only because of my 
family. I also had a dream 
of studying and getting a 
good job but I am not able 
to study with my work. 
If my parents would have 
some permanent job then 
maybe I would not have to 
work at garage shop and I 
would have also been going 
to school”.

G i r l s  g a v e  s e r i o u s 
information to Balaknama 
Reporter this time. There are 
five boys in the market who 
stalk girls and then indulge 
in dirty talks with them. 
Girls said, “These boys keep 
eyes on rag picking girls and 
then try different ways to 
trap them. They ask different 
questions from girls like 
why do you pick rags, how 
much money do you get 
for this work, how much 
money do you need in a 
day? We will give you the 
money which you require 
but nobody of you will do 
the work of rag picking now. 
When girls ask them back 
that why do you want to help 
us? Boys reply that we are 
not helping you, we just do 
not like when you pick rags. 
This way they trap the girls 
and later they start offering 
them food. When the girls 
start falling for these boys, 
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they start coming to girls and 
start doing obscene things 
with them and touch their 
private parts. And when 
girls object they ask them 
to keep quiet and tell them 

if you will stop us we will 
not give you money. These 
boys have targeted around 
9 girls till now and then do 
obscene things with them”. 
Reporter told all girls and 
their parents, “Do not send 
your girls alone to pick up 
rags and told girls about 
the child line helpline 
number 1098 where you can 
complaint about those boys 
and you can tell the police 
also. And if you want to 
keep your complaint secret 
then Police and child line 
will keep your name and 
address secret. They will 
arrest those boys and send 
them to jail. This way they 
will not target any girl in 
future”.

15 years old girl stays 
with her family in a slum. 
She sells charger and ear 
phones on footpath in Karol 
Bagh for survival of her 
family. Her parents also 
do the same work. She has 
an elder brother who stays 
away after getting married. 
There is always some kind 
of brawl happening in her 
slum.  Recently, a neighbor 
started fighting with her 
parents and started abusing 
physically also and when 
the girl tried to intervene 
in between they started 
beating her also. Girl says, 

“There was a policeman 
also standing there when 
I was being beaten and I 
even asked for help but he 
remained standing there 
watching the whole scene. 
They threatened me in front 
of the policeman to take care 
of my siblings otherwise it 

them openly”. 
Slum people say, “These 
people kidnap small 
children and then ask 
money from their parents 
and if they do not get their 
asked amount they threaten 
to harm the children. This 
is the reason that nobody in 
the slum takes a step against 
these people “.

would cost much “.Girl told 
the reporter, “Whenever 
there is a fight in the slum 
it is with same people and 
they threaten like this only. 
It is believed that these are 
behind the disappearance 
of two children in past as 
they beat them and threaten 
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Talkative Reporter Guddi, 
Reporter Vijay Kumar

Talkative Reporter 
Shravan, Reporter Chetan
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ChildreN are eNgaged 
iN a very youNg age

People of some caste get 
their children engaged after 
few days of their birth and the 
boy’s family asks for dowry 
during the engagement only. 
Reporter met such 17 years 
old girl who was victim of 
this incident. 

Reporter asked that girl, 
“You also got engaged in 
such a young age?” Girl said, 
“Yes, I was also engaged in 
young age and I am still 
being punished for that. The 
boy with whom my parents 
got me engaged loves some 
other girl and he does not 
even want to talk to me. I 
also do not like that boy but 
what to do. There are certain 
strict rules being followed in 

our caste andtheir breaking 
is considered as disrespect 
by our parents. That is why 
our parents follow them. If 
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boy refuses to get married 
on growing up then boy’s 
parents ask for more money 
from girl’s parents giving the 
reason that our son became 
you son-in-law since he got 
engaged to your daughter 
and who will give the money 
spent on his upbringing?”

She added, “This way 
boy’s family keep asking 
for money. That is why we 
have to marry this person 
out of compulsion and have 
to take responsibility of 
whole house. And not only 
this, when our husband 
comes drunk at night then 
we have to do all that which 
they ask for. We have to 
take responsibility of home 
as well as have to bear 
husband’s torture too”.

Most of the goods trains 
carrying coal and cement 
come to Shakurbasti 
Railway Station and remain 
there for 2 to 3 days. Some 
children staying there take 
advantage of this. They go 
to that place and climb up 
the train and fill bags of 
coal and cement and then 
sell them at various dhabas 

Children stealing coal 
and cement from trains to 

fulfill their needs

and restaurants. Dhabas or 
restaurant owners give them 
Rs.20 for 1kg of cement 
and buy coal for a very less 
amount of Rs.5 to 10 only. 
Reporter met these children 
and asked them, “Why do 
you take out cement and 
coal from trains? This is 
not good”. 15 years old boy 
replied, “Our parents do not 
have enough money to fulfill 
our needs like we do not get 
good food to eat or new 
clothes to wear. Our parents 
always give us chapatti only. 
So we take out cement and 
coal from the trains and sell 
them to shops. We buy the 
things like food and clothes 
from that small money”.  

Reporter was taking a session 
on cleanliness with children 
staying under Moolchand 
flyover. He explained, “You 
should keep your body neat 
and clean otherwise microbes 
can spread in your body due 
to dirt and you can fall sick 
also”. Hearing this, children 
told the reporter about their 
problem. They said, “How 
do we save ourselves from 
spread of microbes? There 
is no facility here”. 15 years 
old girl said, “We face 
major difficulty of water 
availability. There is no water 
facility nearby. We have to 
walk 3kms for fetching water. 

No WaTer for ChildreN sTayiNg uNder flyover

We bathe from a broken 
pipeline of Delhi Jal Board 
but that water is very dirty and 
it smells very bad. We do not 
wash our dirty clothes due to 
unavailability of water rather 
we bath wearing our clothes. 
This way our clothes also get 
washed and we can bathe in 

open also. All children cannot 
walk for 3 kms everyday so 
they take a gap of 4-5 days 
to go and bathe there. Few 
girls also go along with these 
children to bathe. Children 
want that the government 
provides water facility under 
the flyover also like they 

do in night shelters so that 
children do not have to go so 
far away”.

There are 4 such children 
in Karol Bagh who do 
shoes polishing from 7 in 
the morning till 8 at night. 
Reporter met them at Karol 
Bagh metro station and asked 
them, “Do you go to school?” 
11 years old Vishwas said, 
“We do not go to school and 
do shoes polishing the whole 
day. We want to study but we 
are not able to do. Our parents 
force us to work and if we 
do not go to work any day, 
they beat us. That is why we 
polish shoes roaming here and 
there in the market”. 9 years 
old Sachit said, “Sometimes 
people do not pay us for boot 
polishing and shoo us away, 
beat us and say that this is 

polishiNg shoes 
gives some moNey
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not a shop that I should pay. 
They pay us Rs.10 or Rs.20 
where one boot polish costs 
Rs.40 that too after much 
request”. Children said, “At 
times MCD people also create 
ruckus, they snatch away our 
things from us. That day we 
have to face parents’ anger 
too as they say that we must 
be playing somewhere else 
that is why MCD people 
took away the things. And 
when we go to MCD to take 
back our things, they ask us 
for the money which is not 
even the cost of things so we 
do not take back our things. 
Somehow we again manage 
to collect money to buy the 
things needed for polishing 
shoes and start working again 
for our survival”.

15 years old boy said, “I 
used to study in my village 
but my parents were lured 
by a person by who said that 
I will take you child to Delhi 
and will make him study 
and will give him money 
also. My parents sent me to 
Delhi hearing this. But that 
person made me work from 
8 in the morning till 10 at 
night rather than sending me 
to school”. 16 years old boy 
said, “We have been doing 

the time we have come 
here in Delhi like selling 
water, working in hotels 
and restaurants”. Children 
said, “We face many 
problems in pushing water 
lorry. We feel sever pain in 
chest while pushing it as it 
carries more than 100 litres 
of water. We are not able 
to handle the lorry while 
moving up the road.We sell 
a glass of water on the lorry 

for Rs.2 and some people do 
not even pay. This money is 
deducted from our salary. 
When we talk to our parents 
on phone, our owner tells 
us not to tell them that he 
beats us and if we will say 
anything, he will not give 
our salary. We do not say 
anything out of fear. We 
want to go back to our 
village but our owner does 
not let us go”.

ChildreN 
pushed iNTo 
Child labor
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Talkative Reporter Ram 
Singh, Reporter Shambhu

d i f f e r e n t 
kinds of 
work since 
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Cook food by burNiNg CloThes

GiRlS BEiNG EVE TEaSED- PaRENTS 
SToPPED THEiR EDuCaTioN

parents getting their children addicted to drugs
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Talkative Reporter atul, Reporter Shambhu 

Balaknama Bureau

Reporter conducted a support 
group meeting with children. 
Children said during the 
meeting, “We are facing a 
major problem as we have to 
roam here and there to collect 
fire woods then only food is 
cooked in our homes. Food 
is not cooked in our homes 
if we do not go to collect 
wood for one day even.
Finding firewood is also not 
easy. Climbing a tree is also 
risky so we cut wood from a 
lowered down tree. If we go 
to park to collect wood, the 
guards run to beat us”. 

“But this sad thing is 
that after so much of hard 
work, our wood gets stolen. 
Whenever we go out of 
our home leaving behind 
the woods, we do not find 
them on returning back. We 
collect wood after so much 

While surveying in Agra, 
Reporter got to know that 
parents of children who 
stay in slums and under the 
flyovers consume drugs not 
only themselves but also 
make their children consume 
the drugs the moment they 
reach the age of 5 years. 
Some parents send their 
children to beg to buy liquor. 
Their parents buy the liquor 
from the money earned by 
the children and drink it 
while partying at night and 
make their children also drink 
along with them. Children 
said, “Our parents behavior 
is not good, they make their 
children badly addicted to 
intoxicated drugs in young 
age and when they grow, 
the difficulties increases. 

of hard work and it all goes 
in vain. That is why our 
parents get irritated that how 

do they make food for their 
children. They shout on us 
after returning back from 
work saying that we would 
not have gone for collecting 
woods. Who steals our wood 
every day? Our parents have 
to burn their clothes to cook 
food on the days when our all 
collected wood get stolen”, 
added children.

Children feel nauseating and 
dizziness after consuming 
liquor. Their parents beat 
their children if they do not 
earn money from begging. 
And if children refuse to beg 
they are asked to pick rags 
by their parent as they want 
liquor at any cost otherwise 

they start creating ruckus”. 
Children added, “There 
are around 60 children in 
Ajampada, a small village 
of Agra who consume liquor, 
cigarette and tobacco with 
their parents. This is having 
a very bad effect on their 
mental health”. 

Reporter reached homes 
of those 12 girls who have 
been stopped to go to 
school. Reporter first met 
the parents there. Parents 
said, “We do not want our 
girls to go to school because 
there are some people who 
tease them and pass lewd 
comments when they are on 
their way to school. There is 
a leather shop on the road, 
these people sit on its roof 
and tease our girls so we are 
taking out their names from 

the school. They will study 
at home only or will learn 
household chores only”. 
Reporter talked to girls also. 
15 years old girl said, “It has 
become very difficult for us 
to pass from that way. Those 
people go up on the roofs 
and pass lewd comment on 
us, whistles and wink at us. 
They say that that whatever 
you are going to study, we 
have left that after studying. 
We will teach you far better 
from what your teacher will 
teach you”. Reporter asked 
the girls, “Do you not tell 

before the arrival of police. 
These people do not have 
a fixed place; they keep 
roaming here and there and 
tease girls. Our parents got 
our admission in school 
after so much of difficulty 
but because of these people 
they have stopped us from 
going to school and have 
asked us to do household 
work only. We do not want 
to leave our schools. We 
want to complete our studies 
and want these people to be 
punished so that they do not 
dare to tease any other girl”.

Children are becoming 
victims to the superstitious 
practices held at Jag Jeevan 
Nagar. There is a fraud baba 
who indulges in some kind of 
magic. Whenever any child 
or parents fall sick they go 
to him rather than going to a 
doctor. Children said, “Earlier 
this baba survived by begging 
here and there but since last 
few years he has occupied the 
village. He charges Rs.300 
from any person who goes to 
him for the treatment. Baba 
tells people that your house 
has been occupied by ghosts. 
That is why you are getting ill 
again and again. He tells them 
if you will not conduct havan 
in your home, the ghost will 

Fraud Baba
kill you and the baba charges 
Rs.3000 to conduct havan 
in each house”. 14 years old 
boy said, “He has conducted 
havan in around five homes 
but nothing has changed and 
those people falls more sick 
listening to him and then they 
have to go to doctor only. 
Our parents tell him that your 
magic did not help and we 
had to take medicines from 
doctor only to feel better but 
he says no it was not doctor’s 
medicine but his magic only 
which has made them better”. 
15 years old girl said, “We 
want freedom from this fraud 
person otherwise our village 
would go bankrupt. Our 
parents earn after facing many 
difficulties and that also we 
have to give him”.

Atul’s Struggle

13 years old Atul stays with his parents and his two siblings in 
a small village Biraul in Bihar. His father works in Kolkata and 
Mother does farming. Atul studies in third class and is taking 
care of his home since a very young age. He works in maize 
fields during maize and wheat season. He covers small maize 
plants with dust with the help of spade and he gets Rs.2 for 
covering each maize plant. He is able to take care of his family’s 
expenses with that amount. Atul said, “It is the rule in his village 
that the moment a child grows, his parents send him to work. 
There are many children like him who are working like this. He 
gets his ration from his earnings and whatever his father sends 
from Kolkata that is used in grand parents’ treatment”.
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all this to your teacher?” 17 
years old girl said, “We told 
our teacher about them and 

he registered a complaint 
also against them but they 
run away from that place 

Talkative Reporter 
Kailash, reporter Shambhu
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small ChildreN WorkiNg iN marriage parTies
Balaknama Bureau
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There are around 70 small 
innocent children in the age 
of 12 to 17 years in Laldiggi 
area who work in marriage 
parties. Reporter went to 
speak to these children. 15 
years old boy said, “It is not 
our wish to work in marriage 
parties, our parents force us 
to go. Our parents do not do 
anything and sit at home. 
They do leather pruning if 
they ever want to do. This 
is marriage season so we 
do this work otherwise we 

do other work according 
to the season”. Reporter 
asked children, “What kind 
of work you do in marriage 
parties?” Children said, 
“We wash utensils or make 
chapattis or do the work 
of waiter. We face many 
difficulties while we work. 
Those who pay us deduct our 
money if in case we break 
any utensil. We get around 
Rs.100 to 200 from one 

marriage party after working 
from 4 in the evening till 2 
at night”. Reporter asked 
children, “Why only small 
children like you work in the 
marriage parties?” 17 years 
old boy said, “They pay less 
to small children and they 
know in what circumstances 
we have to work so they take 
advantage of it. Elder people 
ask more money so they 
employ children”.

Balaknama Reporter got to 
know that small children 
are in majority in a slum 
near Badarpur border while 
conducting support group 
meeting with them. Out of 
these few children pick rags 
and some elder boys are 
involved in stealing. When 
police come for investigation 
the blames come on those 
innocent children as they are 
seen picking rags and police 
beat them. 15 years old boy 
said, “We only do the work 
of picking rags and do not do 
any bad thing. And if we do 
not get anything to pick we 
come back with empty bags 
and do not pick anything of 
any person. Those elder boys 
indulge in stealing but put the 
blame on us so that nobody 
doubts them”. 16 years old 

elder boys steal – blames 
small innocent children

Class leaders bully 
small ChildreN

CHilDREN lEaRN FRom THEiR ENViRoNmENT

boy said, “These boys get on 
to buses in school uniforms 
and pick people’s pockets 
that is why bus drivers do not 
stop their buses generally 
at Badarpur Border. Elder 
boys buy school uniforms 
from markets and go on to 
steal things. They disguise 
themselves in school 
uniforms and then steal so that 
they are not easily caught”.

15 years old boy said, “Our 
leader scare us. He does not 
let us go to toilet whenever 
we wish to.  He abuses us 
all the time. Children tells 
their leader to not to behave 
like this but he says to keep 
quite otherwise he will 
send them out of the class. 
Our teachers also ignore 
this”. Children said, “Not 
a single day goes when the 
leader does not beat us. We 
also complain about this 
to our parents. When our 
parents meet the teachers 
and ask them about the 

leader’s behavior. They say 
that it is not leader’s fault; 
children do not study well 
that is why they beat them. 
Leader beats to make your 

children’s future. If you 
pity so much your child 
then why do you send them 
to school, keep them in 
your home only”.

During the survey in South 
Delhi, West Delhi and 
Noida, Reporter found out 
that there are around 250 
children who remain do 
gambling the whole day. 
Reporter met these children 
and tried to know how these 
children got addicted to 
habit of gambling in such a 
young age?
     15 years old boy said, 

homes also. Their parents 
are busy with their work 
so are not able to take care 
of their children. 15 years 
old boy said, “Children 
have started committing 

Balaknama Bureau “Environment surrounding 
our homes is not good. 
Most of the people here are 
involved in gambling and 
children also learnt playing 
from them”. Majority of 
children from South Delhi 
were found involved in 
habit of gambling. Children 
start doing gambling leaving 
their schools and do not go to 
study. They tell their parents 
that it is their off today. 
These children play at their 

crimes for gambling now. 
Children start selling their 
things from home. Children 
who go for rag picking do 
not give money to their 
parent”. 17 years old boy 

said, “These children have 
learnt gambling from their 
surroundings. If surrounding 
environment would be good, 
children will not learn bad 
things”.

Reporter met such children 
whose parents are laborer. 
Their parents live in Bihar 
and move to different places 
when they do not get work 
there. That is why children 
are not able to study. 15 
years old boy said, “I used 
to study in class third in my 
village. Now I have come 
with my parents to Delhi. 
My parents are contractual 
laborers; they do not have 
their own proper work. 
They move to the places 
wherever they get work to 
do. That is why; I am not 

able to study”. 15 years old 
boy said, “I came to Delhi 
last year with my parents 
and now this work is also 
about to get over so we are 
going back to our village. 
Children started going 
to organization’s study 
centre to study from last 

few months but again some 
other contractual work will 
come from somewhere 
and children will have to 
move”. All children told 
reporter, “Unless and until 
our parents would not have 
some fixed work and proper 
shelter, we cannot study”.

proper shelter can help children study
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Dog, the forever friend of 
children staying at station

family’s respoNsibiliTy oN small shoulders

subash WaNTs 
readmissioN iN sChool

Till WHEN SHoulD WE STay oN 
RoaD? aSKS STREET CHilDREN

14 to 16 years old children 
are getting addicted to drugs. 
Earlier they used to consume 
solution only but now they 
are made to forcibly consume 
cannabis. When reporter 
spoke to these children they 
got to know that children 
are not consuming drugs 
with their own wish rather 
five elder people come 
from outside and motivate 
them consume drugs. These 
people make befriends the rag 
picking children and plays 
also with them. When these 
consume cannabis they ask 
the smaller children also to 
take drugs. If children refuse 
to take they threaten to snatch 
away all rag and starts beating 
them. 15 years old boy said, 
“Children wants to leave the 

9 years old Khusbhoo 
stays in Nehru camp. Her 
family has seven members 
and father drinks a lot. He 
roams here and there and 
does not do any work. Her 
mother takes care of the 
two younger siblings. Her 
one small brother of 7 years 
old keeps playing near the 
railway tracks. The bad thing 
is that Durga has to work 
in a bungalow to manage 
house expenses. She gets 
Rs.2000 per month by which 

There are around 26 
children who stay at Old 
Delhi Railway station and 
do not want to go back to 
their homes. If they are 
asked to go back to their 
homes, they always say 
that our parents will again 
misbehave with us if we 
will go back. So we do 
not want to go back home. 
Children were asked, “You 
do not miss your parents?” 
16 years old boy said, 
“How can we miss a thing 
which brings sadness. A 
dog is much better than our 
parents who take care of us. 
Our parents also do not love 
us so much the way this 
dog loves us. Our parents 

always want money from us 
and even if we get money, 
there is still fight and the 
brawl in the home. This 
dog only eats food twice a 
day and stays with us whole 

day and night. He goes with 
us wherever we go. He is 
partner in all our sadness 
and happiness. He takes 
care of us and our stuff 
when we sleep at night”.

Elders making small 
children consume drugs

habit of consuming solution 
and here they are getting into 
habit of other kind of drugs. 
This drug comes in a small 
packet and it smells very bad 
while drinking”. One child 
said, “One day when I was 
asked to drink the cannabis, 
I started feeling dizzy and I 
vomited also then I realized 
this drug is more dangerous 
than solution”. Children want 
that to send away these five 
children so that they are saved 
from the trap of drugs.

member will have stay 
hungry. She said, “Earlier 
when I did not go to work, 
my mother and younger 
siblings used to cry for food. 
Then I met an aunty who 
was working in a bungalow 
so I requested her who got 
me some work. Now my 
family is living a better life 
but I have to work a lot. I get 
very tired after working at 
bungalow but I have to do 
household chores also after 
returning from work. I want 
that my father leaves alcohol 
and starts working so that my 
family situation improves”.

14 years old Deepak works 
in a footwear factory to 
m a n a g e  h i s  f a m i l y ' s 
expenses. Reporter went 
to meet him. Subash said 
explaining his problems, 
"Everybody works in my 
family. My father is a 
laborer and my mother 
does the work of stitching 

at home". Reporter asked, 
"Why do you not go to 
school?" Subhash smilingly 
said, "I left my school four 
months back because my 
school's bad condition. But 
I still want to study. I always 
had a dream of studying 
well and working so that my 
father does not have to do 
labor work and my whole 
family remains happy. I 
have to work 12 hours in 

Talkative Reporter Durga, Reporter Deepak 

16 years old Durga stays with her family in a slum at 
Lawrence road. They are living in this slum from last 20 
years.  Durga has 5 siblings. Her parents consume alcohol. 
Her father does the work of taking care of files in Canara 
bank and mother works as maid in two bungalows. Durga 
said, “My father drinks a lot and he has T.B. One day 
he took TB medicine along with the liquor which had a 
negative effect on his body. He passed away in the morning 
when he went to toilet. Family condition deteriorated since 
he died. Now my mother works in bungalows and I work 
in a factory where lunch boxes are made. I do the work of 
packaging here for 12 hours and get Rs.6500 per month. 
I am studying through open basic education. I want just 
want that my siblings do not have to work in factory and 
gets admission in school”.

Working to support siblings

Children staying under the 
flyover have to face one 
problem or the other every 
day. This is also the news of 
such Children. Reporter saw 
Police surrounding people 
staying under flyover and 
asking the parents to take 
away their things from this 
flyover and go somewhere 
else and those who were not 
going, they were forcefully 
being made to move out 
of there. Reporter went to 
a Policeman and telling 
him that he is a newspaper 
reporter asked him, "Why 
there is so much of crowd 
here? And why are Children 
being sent somewhere 
else?" Policeman said, "An 
official is going to pass 
from under this flyover 
an we are deputed here on 

duty. We are sending these 
children somewhere else 
so that he do5 see any child 
living on streets". 15 years 
old girl said, "Whenever an 
official passes from here, 
same behavior is done with 
us or we are taken to some 
other place for one day and 
then we return back when 
te official goes away". 17 
years old boy said, "Our 
government does not want 

to see us on roads that is why 
they send us somewhere 
else when the official passes 
from there then why don't 
they provide children a safe 
place to live in. Only making 
night shelters doesn't solve 
our problem. We are still on 
the same road, we have to 
bathe there and cook there 
only. We have to do the work 
either on roads or on the 
sides of road".

Balaknama Bureau
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Talkative Reporter Salman, 
Reporter Shambhu

Talkative Reporter 
Khushboo, Reporter Chetan

Talkative Reporter 
Subhash, Reporter Deepak

Talkative Reporter Salman, 
Reporter Shambhu

the house is managed. If 
she would not work, every 

a day in this 
factory and I 
get very tired. 
I do not like 
to work here 
as all people 
a b u s e  e a c h 
other. I want 
s o m e b o d y 
who can help 
me to get me 
readmitted to 
my school".
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Working to save siblings from begging

Prakash has started 
working at a rag shop due to 
his parents’ bad behavior. 
His parents fight every day 
at home and ask his younger 
siblings to beg. If they refuse 
to beg, their parents throw 
them out of their home. 
Prakash said, “My parents 
taunt me that the small 
children in our neighborhood 
earn for their parents and my 
son do not earn to feed us. 
They keep on roaming here 
and there”. He added, “If my 
parents do not get liquor at 
night, they abuse me. That 
is why I went to a junk shop 
and requested the owner 
to give me work. Now I do 

Reporter participated in a 
meeting where he got to 
know that there are around 
500 children in Nepal staying 
on roads and working in 
restaurants and hotels for 
their survival.  Reporter met 
ShShyamShresth, member 
of organization TDH of 
Nepal.
Reporter – In which 
Conditions Street and 

balakNama reporTer meT Tdh member
Reporter Shambhu working stay in Nepal?

ShyamShresth– Number of 
Street and Working children 
is more in India but the count 
in Nepal is around 500.
Reporter –I am glad to hear 
that population of street and 
working children is less in 
Nepal but how did this magic 
happen?
ShyamShresth– Nepal’s 
Government is very good. 
They completely help the 
poor children and they 

are very attentive towards 
children staying on roads. 
Nepal’s Government has 
opened various centres for 
these children in different 
places where children can 
stay.
Reporter – Why then those 
500 children are also at roads 
when the Government is 
cooperating so much?
Shyam Shresth–
Government is trying 
completely to provide its 

There are around 40 
children in the age group of 
10 to 15 years whose parents 
ask them to sell intoxicants. 
During investigation it was 
found that these children 
get into trouble while doing 
this. Police do checking 
at the place where these 
children go to sell these 
intoxicants. Their parents 
suggest them to hide the 
intoxicants in their clothes 
to save themselves from 
police. They are beaten very 
badly by Police whenever 
they get held by police by 
mistake. Parents also torture 

pareNTs forCiNg Their 
ChildreN To do WroNg deeds
Balaknama Bureau these children back at home. 

These children live in a 
state of fear.Parents do not 
give food to their children if 
they refuse to do this work 
and Police beat them if they 
get caught. 
Children said, “Intoxicants 
are generally bought by 
rickshaw pullers and truck 
drivers. We earn around 
Rs.200 to 300 per day by 
doing this work”. 14 years 
old boy said, “Children want 
to study but their parents do 
not send them to school. If 
children talk about going to 
school so their parents ask 
them what will happen by 
studying.”

rag picking and work at the 
shop. I go to slipper making 
factory at 8 in the morning 
to collect the left over junk. 
I earn around Rs.150 per day 
for this work and apart from 
this I go and do the work of 

washing utensils if I get work 
of marriage parties. Whatever 
money I earn, I give to my 
parents. I am working this 
hard just because that my 
parents do not send my 
younger siblings to beg”. 

Participation of 
Editor in Street 

Children’s 
Conference Program

Selection of 
participants of 
Street talk 

Balaknama’s 
Editorial 
meeting 

Balaknama’s distribution edited and published by 
Street Children 

Coverage in Amar Ujala 
Newspaper 

Street 
talk 
Program
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are some organizations 
which take money from the 
Government but are not able 
to contribute fully. That is 
why some children are still 
on roads.
Reporter – Do the children 
staying on roads do drugs 
too?
ShyamShresth– Children 
who come out of their homes 
get into bad company and 
start taking drugs. Drugs 
which children in India use 
are not available there. They 
only consume tobacco and 
cigarette.

support for the growth of 
these children but there 

Talkative Reporter Prakash, 
Reporter Deepak and Chetan

balakNama aNd badhTe kadam iN NeWs
WE ArE ShAriNg SomE PiCtUrES of thESE momENtS With yoU….
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