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World’s Unique Newspaper for and by Street and Working Children
“Balaknama is the newspaper presented by Street and Working children themselves to fight
for their own rights and problems because they are being completely ignored.

WE WANT FUTURE, NOT ALMS
APPEALED CHILDREN INTO BEGGING

Reporter Shambhu and
Head Jyoti
As we all can see that during
these days number of children
begging at red lights, temples
and mosques in cities like Delhi
is slightly increasing day by
day, which is a serious matter
of concern. Have you ever
thought of the reason behind
this issue? Our Balaknama team
solution for this problem and
interviewed many people. Our
team members asked many
reason for:
wants?
in begging?
begging is increasing day-by-
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day?
them to beg?
Our team also asked for the
suggestions and tips from these
street and poor children and to
their families for government
in order to rehabilitate them.
How did government should
deal with this problem? So that
children can get freedom from
begging and they can also start
a better life. They can also go
to school for studying to have
a better future.
Some of our reporters went
to meet children begging in
streets, temples, mosques and
at red lights. Expressing their
pain and problems, children
spoke their hearts out. Our
reporters asked them about
their compulsions which force
them to beg and also asked for

some suggestions and tips they
want to give to our government
to deal with this serious topic.
Regarding this issue, one of
our reporters talked to a 13
years old boy, Kanhaiya (name
changed), who begs at the red
light of Lodhi Road. Telling
his story, Kanhaiya said, “I
run away my home due to the
misbehavior of my parents.
I beg for food. I beg here for
my survival.” Expressing his
feeling, he further added, “If
someone would have explained
my parents, when they used to
misbehave me, I would have
not begging here today for my
survival. Can anybody take
my responsibility by talking
to my parents for taking care
of me? Can anybody take the
responsibility for proper care
of me?”
Taking more interest in the
interview, another 14 years old
girl Radha (name changed) said,
“I live alone, under the Okhla
Bridge. As I live alone, so I beg
in temples and Okhla Mandi
for my survival. Looking at my
condition, one year before, I
was sent to a shelter home with
the help of a NGO. I stayed
there for almost 4 months,
but due to the misbehavior of
shelter home workers I run
away from there and again
came back to roads and again
started begging to earn money
for my survival.” Giving some
tips, she further added, “If we

Loksabha speeker Mrs Sumitra
Mahajan honour Balaknama
reporters in a function at New Delhi

start getting all the facilities of
shelter home properly then we
children would not run away
from shelter homes and will
not have to beg. Could it be
possible that workers of shelter
home would not abuse children
living there and talk to them
politely? By doing this, there
will be a beautiful change in our
begging if we start feeling safe
in shelter homes.”
Another 14 years old boy,

THIS IS HOW YOU CAN STOP BEGGING

First, total number of children and families who beg should
be counted so that we can get to know the number of people
begging.
Interaction should be done on a regular basis with these
street children and families in order to know more about their
problems.
Unique programs should be organized in big cities for such
families and children.
Government should provide some type of work to these
families like:
1. Foil packing work 2. Envelope making work
3. Households 4. To look after old age people
5. Cleaning cotton in factories 6. Garments packing work
By doing all these work, parents of street families will not send
their children for begging.

will understand their problems
Government should make a number where these poor
children can call and share their problems. For example: Posters
should be made and on them this should be written ‘If anyone
is forced to beg, you can contact on this number and share your
problem.’ And slogans should be made to spread awareness
like “give us a better future in place in begging”
Awareness should be spread through school children also.
Special schools should be made for such poor children.
Let people stop and talk to children begging on street. Keep
talking to them and covey that study can make their future.
Local resident welfare association and shopkeeper
association should come forward to help children.
Small learning centers can be opened in local police stations

Gopal shared his story. He said,
“I live with my mother and 3
siblings. My mother is very
old. Two years ago, my father
died. As I am the eldest one in
my family and my mother is
very old, all the responsibilities
of my family come on my
shoulder. So I have to go to
many places for begging and the
amount I get after begging, I use
it to nurture my family.” Asking
for help, he further added, “If
someone helps us to earn my
mother's widow pension then
someone help me?”
A 14 years old girl, Saahida
due to our compulsions. As our
parents don’t go for work, we
children have to go for begging.
If our parents get some kind of
work by the government, then
we will not have to beg.”
Complaining about the
policemen, another 13 years
old girl, Aasha (name changed)
said, “Begging is becoming a
serious matter of concern for
our happiness but we have to
beg due to our compulsions.
As in our slum, whenever a
policeman comes, he asks for
money to our parents. Parents of
some children go for work, they
hardly get to earn something for
their survival but some parents
don’t even go for work then
how can we give money to
policeman. If our parents don’t
give them some money then
they break our homes (slum)
that’s why we children beg so
that we can collect some money
to give to the policeman.”
Asking for some help from
continued on pg. 2
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EDITORIAL

Dear friends,
Greetings
It is our pleasure that your favorite newspaper ‘Balaknama’, which
highlights the problems of street and working children is reaching
to the people who make decisions for street and working children.
Blissfully, the media of our country, India and abroad is also
appreciating our work. Recently in a program, one of our Balaknama
reporters is also honored by Mrs. Sumitra Mahajan, President of
Lok Sabha. Truly, it is a matter of pride of our team. Our aim is to
bring the concerns and problems of street and working children
in front of the liable citizens of the society in order to find some
solutions for them. All over, Balaknama has become a medium for
expressing the pain and struggle of street and working children.
It is our request to all the respected and capable citizens of the
society, to feel the pain and sensitivity of these lifeless street
and working children and also to help them whole heartedly as
much as possible in order to find the solutions for their problems.
‘Balaknama’ is just a newspaper but it gives the real testimony of
problems and struggle of street and working children.
As like every edition, we hope you will also like this new edition of
Balaknama.
You can also share your thoughts and suggestions on the above
address.
The Editorial Board

Working late nights, still hungryHorrible story of street girls
Talkative Guddi and Reporter Vijay Kumar
This news is about 30 to 40 street girls of almost 10 to 15 years
old, living in Shram Vihar, Lucknow. Due to some compulsions
and poor financial condition, these street girls used to work as rag
pickers. They work with their mothers from 11 pm to 4 am. These
late night rag pickers have to face many problems. Sharing their
problems, a 10 years old girl, Sona (name changed) said, “We feel
shy in collecting rag during day time. Also during day time, some
boys try to misbehave with us. Even less number of train come at
the Char bagh station that’s why we prefer to work at night only.
During day time we don’t get much bottles to collect as less number
of train come at the Char Bagh station but at night as the number of
train is much more, we get enough bottles to collect.” Telling more
about their problems another 12 years old girl, Priyanka (name
changed) said that, “Though we get enough bottles and extra rag to
collect at night but due to this we don’t get enough sleep. Because
of which we feel very sleepy when we go for work.” After talking
to these street girls, we can say that lack of sleep and working as rag
pickers are some of the reason for bad health of these street girls.
These street girls further said that even after working for whole day
and night, sometimes they have to sleep hungry in the morning. At
times, they did not even get single meal during twenty four hours
of a day. These street girls are so unhealthy that it looks like they
are suffering from malnutrition. Our Balaknama team tried to
find out whether they have some other disease or is suffering from
malnutrition but was unable to do so.

We want future, not alms
our government, he further
added, “Can government give
a local area for rehabilitation of
children like us? An area where
children don’t have to beg to
collect money for giving it to
the policemen.” Giving more
tips, another boy, Rakesh said,
“If we want to stop children

from page 1

from begging then we must
fulfill the needs of these street
children. Then only we can stop
children to work as beggars.”
Talking about his compulsions,
another boy, Kishan said,
“It seems like begging has
became a ritual for our family.
Since my grandparents used

Girls posing as transgender to live-Unsafe Act
Balaknama Bureau
This news is about the girls,
who used to beg at Badarpur
Border, in their past. Due to
getting less amount of money
after begging, they stared
others works like begging in the
market, going house-to-house
and in trains on Saturdays,
etc. Even after doing all these
things they were not able to
earn enough money for their
survival. One day, when they
were begging in train, they
noticed that people were
giving more amount of money
to transgender beggars that
too very easily. There were
beggars who were dressed up
like transgender and people
were giving Rs 50- Rs 100 to
them instead of giving Rs 10Rs 20 notes, which was more
than the amount of money
these girls get to earn even after
working for whole day. From
that scenario, they got an idea
of dressing like transgender
so that they can also earn more
amount of money. On the very

next day, they changed their
looks and went for begging as
transgender.
At present, we got to know
that these girls have to suffer
a lot while begging as people
recognizes that they are not
transgender. A 17 years old
girl, Radhika (name changed)
said, “When we go for begging
as transgender, some people
recognize us and they look at
us with obscenity. They talk
filthy about us. Sometimes,
boys ask us for going with them.

They offer us more amount of
money like someone said that
he will give us Rs 500 instead
of Rs 100 but we have to go
with them. At times, boys try
to touch our body and lure us
for sex.” She further added,
“Boys don’t misbehave with
other transgender or beggars.
They do this with only the
ones who dress up like third
person.” Expressing her pain
and feelings, Radhika raised
some questions like, “Why
people misbehave with us?
Why they try to take advantage
of our compulsions?” Another
16 years old girl told us that
even when they go for work
to bungalows to earn some
money, people living there
look at them with obscenity
and misbehaves with them.
Expressing her pain, she raised
some questions and said, “Do
girls like us don’t have any
right to live peacefully in this
society? If yes, then why people
misbehaves with us and lure us
for sex? Does it like girls like us
have to pay through our body
due to our compulsions?”

Parents of begging children vows concerns
l Mrs. Kamini Devi, 25
years old: “I used to live in
Bihar with my family but due
to unemployment we came to
Delhi from there. We came
here in search of some work
but unfortunately, there is no
work for us. We came here
with a contractor. He told
us that he will give us labor
work in Delhi but when we
came here, he left us in Delhi
and himself run away. After
this cheating, we did not get
any kind of work despite our
survival became difficult. In
order to survive, we started
begging and also told our
children to beg so that we
can get enough money for

our survival. Similarly, many
families are sent to Delhi in
order to get some work but
after reaching they are left
alone on the roads. In such
condition, children have to beg
if they want to survive. Will
government give some type of
work to such families, so that

to beg therefore my parents
also force me to beg. In
place of sending us to school
for studying, they want us
to go for begging.” Wanting
himself free from begging,
he said, “Can we change this
tradition of begging? I want
our government to organize
and visualize a unique program
to explain the worthlessness of

our children don’t have to
beg for money?”
l Mrs. Kamla Devi,
26 years old: “We people
don’t have any type of
identity card and that is
why we can’t find any job.
Due to this, unwontedly, we
have to send our children for
begging.”
l Mrs. Rupa, 32 years
old: “I belong to Kanpur,
UP. Some miscreants broke
my house in Kanpur due to
which I came to Delhi with
my family. Now I beg for
money and also make my
children beg. As begging is
the only thing we can do for
our survival.”
these old customs. To explain
our parents that everything
should change with the time.
To make them understand that
they are spoiling the future
of their children just because
they still follow the old rituals
made by them. May be, through
this program, there will be
a decrease in the number of
children who go for begging.”

Street girls abused at the stations
Balaknama Bureau
These days stations are becoming a huge hub for
working and street children. Children, who run away
from their homes, mostly start their livelihood at bus
stands, railway stations or at the streets. The number
of girls and boys among street children is almost equal.
One of our Balaknama reporter went to one of such
station and interviewed some girls living there, to find
out the problems street girls have to face. During the
interview, the girls said, “After facing many problems,
we came here so that we can start a better life. But
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even at these stations, we are not safe.” Expressing their
fears and problems, they further added, “Boys living at
the stations take us for granted. Whenever they find us
alone, they try to lure us for sex.” The surprising thing
our team got to know is that, till today there is not even
a single girl whom these boys spared from abuse.
At first, these boys enter them in their trap and later
sexually assault them. Giving more information about
the problems, one of the girls, Sonam (name changed)
shared her story with our reporter. She said, “When I was
new at this station, I met a boy. At first, he was very polite
with me and used to treat me nicely. He told me that he

also ran away from his home as his parents used to beat
him a lot. After listening to his story, I started trusting
him and we both became good friends.” She further
added, “I thought that he will help me, but after some
time, he took me to the cleaning shed, where the train
coaches are cleaned and offered me to take intoxicants.
I refused to take the intoxicants. At that time he did
not said anything but at night when I was sleeping, he
came and covered my face with his one of his hands
and started touching my private parts.” At last, all girls
said that all boys do such obscenity with all the girls
and that is why girls are unsafe on the stations.
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Stepfather exploited
his own daughter
Balaknama Bureau

This news is about a
17 years old girl, Khushbu
(name changed) who used to
live happily with her family
but due to her stepfather’s
behavior towards her now she
is living at the station.
Her mother was a
housewife and father used to
pull rickshaw. When she was
just 12 years old, her real father
died in a road accident. After
this sad incident, Khushbu
and her mother spend 2 years
with many difficulties. When
she turned 15, her mother
married to another man. After
her mother’s second marriage
Khushbu’s life was horribly
changed. Telling her story,
Khushbu said, “My stepfather
used to misbehave with me. At
nights, he used to come into
my room and lure me for sex.”
Khushbu told us that her father
exploited her for a long period
of time. One day, Khushbu
showed some courage and
told about her stepfather to her
mother but unexpectedly, her
mother did not help her. Rather
she supported Khushbu’s
stepfather. Sadly, she was with
her husband in this scandal.
Khushbu further said, “My
mother used to mix sleeping

pills in my food. Unwontedly,
when I sleep after eating the
food, my stepfather used to
exploit me. At night, I did
not feel any kind of pain due
to the sleeping pills but in the
morning when I wake up, my
body feels totally exhausted
and I have heavy headache.”
After some months, Khushbu
started vomiting and feeling
dizziness. Seeing her, one of
her aunt told her that she was
pregnant. She ran to her mother
and told about her pregnancy.
Instead of helping Khushbu,
her mother pushed her into a
swamp. Somehow, Khushbu
managed to save her life. After
this incident, Khushbu ran
away from her home and came

to station. But sad thing is that
even at the station, she was not
safe. Whenever she used to
tell her story to someone, he
also tries to take advantage of
her and lure her for sex. After
this, Khushbu interacted with
some girls who used to take
intoxicants. She shared her
story with them and told them
about her pregnancy. When
she asked for some solution
of her pregnancy, those girls
gave her some medicines
and helped her in starting
livelihood at the station. After
taking those pills, Khushbu’s
problem was solved. Now
Khushbu is living with
these street girls only for her
survival.

Street children forced to
drink dirty drain water
Balaknama Bureau
In Balmiki Camp, there are about seven hundred to eight hundred
street children living in the slum areas. Sad thing about this
slum is that children living here have to travel 5 kilometers in
search of drinking water due to the shortage of drinking water in
their slum since last 5 to 6 months. Mothers of these children
works as domestic helpers and father do labor work and thus, the
responsibility for filling drinking water comes on the shoulders
of these children. A 14 years old said, “We, children don’t even
have drinking water to feed our siblings and that is why we go to
factories to fill water, but there are many chances of road accidents.
Also working staff of the factory look at us with obscenity and talk
filthy about us. They don’t even allow us to fill water rather they
scold us and order us to go back.” She further added, “We don’t
find any solution for this problem. When we share our problems
with our community head, he comforts us by saying that water will
be supplied as soon as possible.” She told us about that place from
where they used to fill water. She said, “One day, when we were
looking for water, we saw a dirty drain. There was a drinking water
pipeline going from that drain and some water was also leaking
from those pipes. At that time only, we pulled that pipeline slightly
above by putting our hands into the drain. Now we fill water from
there only. Sometimes, when we fill drinking water, dirty water
of the drain also gets mixed with it. Due to our compulsions, we
have to take this dirty water only to our homes and have to use this
water for drinking and cooking also.” Putting forward their issues,
children of this area only want taps for drinking water in their slum.
If tankers are sent in place of tap water then those tankers should
also supply water in the slum areas so that children can get pure
drinking water and they don’t have to wander here and there.

Daughters unsafe in own homes
Balaknama Bureau
This story is about a 16 years
old girl, Kajal (name changed),
who lives in West Delhi with
her mother. When she met our
journalist, she expressed her
pain and shared her story. She
said, “When I was in fourth
grade, my father died. After
this sad incident my life was
awfully changed as I have to
leave my school and studies
because my mother used to
go to bungalows (Kothi) to
earn money for our survival
and I have to stay at home to
look after our house. After my
father’s death, few months
later my mother married
with another person. During
the starting days of my
mother’s second marriage, my
stepfather used to treat me very
well. He also used to go for
work and help us in home. But
now, he is drastically changed.
Now, he stays at home and
don’t go for work instead he
play placards with his friend
and drink too much alcohol
with them. And whenever he
comes home drunk, he uses
abusive language and also
talks filthy to my mother.
Due to this, my mother has to
work again for our survival.”
Unfortunately, Kajal’s life
was horribly changed after her
mother’s second marriage.
She told us that her father used

Defecating girls
video-graphed by boys
Balaknama Bureau

to think nasty about her. He
often tries to misbehave with
her when her mother is out for
work. She said, “Whenever
he comes home getting drunk,
he used to misbehave with me
and lure me for sex. He also
used to touch my genitals.
And that is why I was afraid of
him.” Sad thing is that when
Kajal told about her stepfather
to her mother, she did not
believed her. Kajal further told
us what she did to make her
mother believe her. She said,

CHILDREN's Help
line Numbers
Contact these toll free
numbers if you face any
problem.

“One night when my father
came drunk, and again tried
to misbehave with me I got up
and made my mother see what
my stepfather was trying to
do with me. My mother was
totally shocked by looking at
him doing such things. At that
time only, she just threw out
my stepfather from our home.”
Now they both live happily.
Kajal told us that now her
mother never leaves her alone.
Even when she go for work,
she took Kajal with her.

Child line NumberX

1098

Police Helpline NumberX

100

This news belongs to a slum
in Prithivinath Ajam Pada area
of Agra. There are about three
hundred to four hundred slums
in that area. Bad thing about
this area is that due to lack
of toilets, people living here
have to go to railway tracks
for defecating under their
compulsions. Due to this, there
are more chances of day-to-day
accidents. A 15 years old girl,
Sapna (name changed) said,
“When we go to railway tracks
for defecating, some boys
try to misbehave with us and
talk filthy about us.” Another
17 years old girl, Rani (name
changed) said, “Some boys
always hide behind the walls
and when we go for defecating,
they touch their genitals by
looking at us. They also act
vulgarly. When we told about
it to our parents instead of
thinking about some solutions,
they just said that we should
not bother about what others
are doing. Rather than looking
here and there, we should mind
our own business and take care
of ourselves. But they don’t
know that we girls are always

afraid of those boys.” Sharing
her problems and fears, she
further said, “On an evening,
when we four girls were going
washroom, we saw that one
boy from behind the wall was
making our video. When we
asked him that why he was
making our video? He replied
in a very bad manner and
said, ‘Baby, its fun to watch
you like this.’ And started
coming towards us. We four
became very afraid and started
running towards our homes
to save our lives.” Telling
more about other problems,
she further said “Due to this,
people living here are more
prone to accidents. Two years
ago, a child collided with the
train and died.” Expressing
her pain and needs she said,
“We people just want to get
rid of these problems and live
happily.” Pointing towards the
Swachh Bharat Abhiyaan, she
further added, “As our prime
minister ordered to make
toilets under Swachh Bharat
Abhiyaan, we people also want
to construct toilets in our slum.
So that we don’t have to face
such situations and we can also
live happy and healthy.”
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No school holidays for working kids
Talkative Muskan and
Reporter Shambhu

As we all know that in
the months of May-June,
all schools have summer
vacations. Every child goes to
their grandparent’s house or
visit new places and lounges to
enjoy their holidays. Also after
lot of fun they do complete their
holiday’s homework. Do you
really think that the kids really
visit their grandparent’s house
and enjoy their vacations? Let’s
talk about it.
Balaknama
took
the
challenge for getting answer of
this question. We interviewed
five children who are from
Bihar and come to Delhi for
their vacations. We asked a
question, but why did they
come to Delhi? A 15 years old
girl, Radha (name changed)
said that, “I study in fifth class
in Betiyan School in Bihar. My
parents made me travel to Delhi
due to summer vacations but
not for having fun or visiting
new places rather in search of
some work so that i can earn
money and send it to my parents
in my hometown.” As her
summer vacation work, Radha
is selling water to earn some

money. Similarly, another 14
years old girl, Kamla (name
changed) said, “I thought that
during these holidays, I will go
to different places and will have
fun but it did not happen. My
parents said that during these
45 days of my vacations, they
will make me travel to crowded
cities like Delhi and Mumbai so
that I can earn money by selling
cucumber and corn at my stalls.”
At present, Kamla’s parents are
selling cucumber and corns at
stalls and same like Radha,
Kamla is also selling water at
different metro stations, parks
and red lights. Showing her
feelings and pain, Kamla said,
“We children think that during
our holidays we will also go to
different places and have fun
like other children. But unlike
them, almost each and every
parent makes their child travel to
crowded cities like Delhi to find
some work and earn money.”
These five children told us
that it’s very easy for small
children to find some work like
selling water and cucumber at
different places, stations, parks
and red lights. Expressing their
problems, they further said,
“When we go for selling water
in the parks to the couples

Childhood burnt under fire

Balaknama Bureau
We have seen many children
of about 14 to 16 years old
selling roasted corn at the stalls
in Delhi. Do you ever thought
of the problems these children
have to face in roasting corns
and selling them under the hot
sun? To get the answer of this
question, our journalist went
to these children and talked to
them. During the interview,
the children said that they
belong to very poor families.
Their parents also labor to earn
money but that amount is not
enough for their survival and
hence they also have to work
so that they can earn some
more money and help their
families economically. First,
these children go to markets in
the morning with their parents
to buy raw corns and then
later put them on their stalls.
They do the roasting work for
almost six hours that is from
4 PM in the evening till 10
PM at the night. Telling about
their problems, a 15 years old

boy, Kailash said that, “It’s
difficult for us to roast the corn
as during roasting we have to
use hand fans and sometimes
burning coal’s flames touches
our hands due to which our
hands also burn. In spite of this
we have to continue roast the
corn on very high flames so
that the corn can roast well.”
These children don’t even get
enough sleep. Due to burning
hands, they feel pricking and
burning sensations in their
hands because of this pain
they cannot spend their nights
peacefully. Expressing his
pain and compulsions, Kailash
further said that, “During the
summer season especially
in the month of May, while
roasting the corns we get
enough sweat because of the
flames of burning coal as well
as the sun heat. Due to which
we get body rashes and also
we feel burning sensations in
our body. Even after all these
things we have to work for our
survival.”
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sitting there, they did not talk to
us politely. Rather sometimes
they abuse us and also scold us.
After all these things, when we
go to our homes in the evening,
we also have to do our holiday
homework.”
Holidays are for relaxation
of children. Children go to
different places and enjoy with
their family and friends. These
children also travel to Delhi
with their parents but sadly not
for having fun or visiting new
places, rather in search of some
work to earn some pennies.

Cast Discrimination in schools
Balaknama Bureau
This news is of Marvadi
Nagar, Agra where government
school’s children have been
treated badly. We all know
that the government schools
are evenly important and
same for all the children of
any religion or castes. In spite
of this, children studying in
government schools are treated
badly and are being compared
according to their castes and
the category they belong to.
It’s very sad that the teachers
of these schools only compare
students on the basis of their
religion and castes. If the
teachers are doing such things
then what can we expect from
their students and parents?
Some children informed us that
teachers talk politely to the ones
who are from normal categories
where as they always scold the
ones belonging to lower castes
and order them to work in the
school. Similarly, the maid
of the school who cooks food
for the students also compares
them on the basis of their castes.
Some students said, “She also
talk very politely to high castes
students and serve them food in

the school plates only where as
she asks lower castes children
to carry their own plates to get
food. Also she orders them to
wash the used plates of high
castes children.” May be these
are some of the reasons why
these children did not perform
well in their studies. Suffering
students did not even try to tell
about these things to others as
they fear that if they did so then
their teacher will scold them
and will not allow them to sit
in the class. Even higher castes
children also take advantage
of lower castes student’s
compulsions. Higher castes
children laugh at them and
make fun of them. They also

Compulsions
forced
children to
beg

Talkative Sameer and
Reporter Shambhu
Our journalist saw some
children who used to sell
balloons and toys but at present
they are begging. Looking at
this serious and strange issue,
our team decided to have a
meeting with these children.
During the meeting, one of our
journalist questioned them
that why are they begging? A

12 years old girl, Sapna (name
changed) painfully replied,
“We children used to sell
balloons in the market but in
the month of June, due to heat
and strong sunshine, many
of our balloons used to burst
which causes great damage to
us. As there was our loss and
no earning was there because
almost every balloon used to
get burst, our parents decided
that they will not make us sell

force them to do their work.
Even the teachers of this school
made them clean the floors by
broom sticks.
Sharing other problems
they face in the school, children
said that the fans and lights do
not work properly. There is
no facility of drinking water in
their schools. Whenever they
feel thirsty, they have to go far
away from the school to fill
drinking water. These children
further told one more problem
that at the place of drinking
water, there are many monkeys.
As till now, monkeys have
attacked many students and
that’s why they fear to go for
filling drinking water.
balloons anymore and asked
us to beg to earn money. So
we started begging instead of
selling balloons. Our parents
also beg for money. Since, we
started begging our earning is
also increased.” Telling more
about the places and timings she
said, “We beg from morning
8 AM till night 10 PM. Our
siblings go to bus stands,
markets, and at red lights for
begging and our parents go to
Mosques and temples in the
evening.” These children beg
for whole day but their parents
beg only for about two to four
hours. Expressing their fear and
pain, another 15 years old girl,
Rekha (name changed) said,
“After begging for whole day,
when we give our money to
our parents, they do not talk to
us with love. Rather they scold
us and force us to beg more and
earn more money. Whenever
we try talk to our parents, they
don’t talk about other things
in spite they always talk about
begging and earning more and
more amount of money.”
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Children living in fear under the bridge
Balaknama Bureau
In South Delhi, there are
about 300 slums under the
bridge from where trains are
passed. On interacting with
the children living under the
bridge, a 15 years old girl,
Shalu said, “There are day-today accidents taking place here
because the parents leave their
children alone in the slums
and go to work and whole time
children wander here and there
to play which increases the
chances of accidents. Mostly,
children play on the railway
tracks only because of which
our parents are always afraid
of accidents and fear to leave
us alone under the bridge. As
the train passes with high speed
and at times does not even ring

the horn our parents always
fear of us.” This is probably
the reason of why there are
day-to-day train accidents
under the bridge? Now-adays, the children of this area
are very scared as recently a
man had an accident with train.
Children are so much scared
that when these children hear
the noise of the train coming
under the bridge they did
not come out of their slums.
Even at the night they do not

come out of their slums, even
if they want to defecate they
don’t come out. The children
living under the bridge are
facing such problems. The
children said, “We cannot tell
our pain to anybody because
no one can understand us.
We fear that if we tell this to
anybody then all of us will
have to move from here and
then where will we go in a
condition where we don’t even
get to eat enough food to fulfill
our stomach.” Requesting
for homes some of them said,
“We want government to
help us by making shelters so
that we can spend our night in
those shelters. Also, then we
don’t have to fear about train
accidents and can live happily
and safely.”

Street Children denied access to public parks

Where to play?

Balaknama Bureau
During a visit in Shakur
basti, West Delhi, our journalist
found that there is a very
beautiful park in that area. But
the shocking thing we got to
know is that street and working
children are not allowed here
to play and enjoy by children
belonging to good houses. Our
journalist asked them that why
children belonging to good
houses do such discrimination
with them? Telling their
problems, a 15 years old boy,
Golu replied, “Children living
in big houses judge us on our
looks. They discriminate us
as we don’t wear washed and
clean clothes. They close the
front door of the park by seeing
us and say that as we belong
to poor families, if they will
play with us then it will affect
their parent’s reputation. We
poor children love to go to that
park as there is everything we
can ask for. Swinging rides
on the one hand and green
grass on the other.” Sharing
more, another 16 years old
girl, Kamla said, “Where
we used to live before, there
were no such parks because of
which we children had to face
many problems for playing
and enjoying. Our families
changed the rooms so that we
can also play like other children
and enjoy our childhood.
But here also, due to these
children we have to suffer.”
Expressing their problems
and pain, another 17 years old
boy, Raja said, “We survive
on very little earning of our
parents. If we keep changing
our rooms like this, then how
will we complete our studies?
We used to play in this park
in the evening, but from last
some days children belonging
to big houses don’t allow us to
enter the park. We also want
to play. We always crave for
playing in such beautiful parks
like them but at last we have to
make up our minds and keep

smiling by looking at them
only. For playing in the park,
we also tried to enter the park
by climbing the boundary but
one day some of the children
saw us while entering the park
and told their parents about it.
After some days, their parents
covered the boundaries with

steel wires so that we cannot
enter the park.” Sadly, even
after coming to a better area,
these poor children don’t get to
enjoy their childhood. Brave
thing about these poor children
is that even after facing all these
things, they still have hopes to
enter the park someday.

Parents forcing
for child marriage
Balaknama Bureau
Our reporter met some
children of almost 14 to 17
years. On interacting with them,
they shared their problems
with us. They told us that even
in today’s world they are been
forced for child marriage by
their parents. Their parents
give them the examples of
their ancestors and pressurize
them for child marriage. Their
parents don’t even allow them
to go to school in fact they
took back the names of their
children from the schools.
They force them by saying
that they are growing up and
now they should understand
their responsibilities. They
should start looking after
their houses and their parents.

Children at the stations, taking harmful substnces
Balaknama Bureau
Our journalist went to meet
some children who are always
drunk just to find that how the
children living at the stations
spending their life under
such sunshine and heat. The
journalist raised some questions
in front of these street children
like, “Even in such sunny
days why you children take
drugs? Don’t you feel harmful
effects in summer due to your
addiction?” A 17 years old boy,
Gopal (name changed) said,
“The type of drug which we take
is very dangerous. It’s written
on its box that it should be kept
away from children and if we
bring a burning matchstick near
it, it will explode. This time due
to bright sunshine and heavy
summer, it’s very dangerous for
us to take this drug.” Journalist
then asked a different question
that is, “When you don’t know
anything about the drug then
why do you take it?” Another
16 years old boy, Salman
(name changed) replied, “We
children had decided not to
take drugs during this summer,
but we all live here in a group
and as like every group we
also have a group leader. Our
group leader himself orders
us to take drugs. If anyone
from us denies for taking the
intoxicants then our leader
removes that child from the
group.” Journalist then asked a
third question, “Why can’t you
stay away from the group?” A
15 years old boy, Sagar (name
changed) said, “If we don’t

stay in groups then children
of other groups don’t allow us
to live on the station and also
they don’t allow us to collect
the trash in the trains coming at
the station.” Expressing their
pain, the children said that they
themselves don’t want to take
drugs but they have to do so
because of their compulsions.
If a child wants to stay at the
station, he has to follow the

orders of his group leader
irrespective of good or bad. Due
to this these children are getting
weak day by day. But they
have to do so as if their leader
removes them then they have to
leave the station and they may
die. Due to this, the children
are afraid. They are trapped in
world of drugs. Sharing their
problems children said, “If we
don’t get to eat food, that’s ok
for us but if we don’t get drugs,
our body starts reacting. Now
we are addicted to it. It seems
like it is necessary for us to get
drugs and our body is addicted
to it.” Our reporter found that
during these hot days, due to
the drug addiction, more and
more number of children are
becoming ill.

Putting forward their problems,
children said, “We are worried
by the fact that our parents want
us to get married so early. These
are our playing days. But they
want us to travel to different
cities in search of work to earn
money.” They told that so far
5 children have been sent to
cities in search of work but
they come and said that they
can’t find any kind of work as
the people don’t want to hire
children of young age to work
as a laborer in their companies
or factories. Children are doing
art and craft work and sell their
craft to earn money. Some of
them said, “As we can’t find
any job due to young age, we
make paper flowers and sell
them. We give the amount of
money which we earn from our
art and craft to our parents.”
Expressing themselves, a 16
years boy, Aksar said, “When
I asked my mother that I am
just 16 years old so why are
you forcing me to get marry at
such a young age? She replied
that there is no one to look after
our house. She wants me to get
marry so that after marriage I
and my wife could look after
them and also take care of our
house.” Explaining his mother
about the consequences of child
marriage, Aksar tried to make
his mother understand this fact
by saying that, if he marries at
such a younger age then the life
of both, his and his wife’s lives
will get destroyed. Also it will
spoil their studies. But it seems
like no one try to understand
them and their prayers. Sadly,
all they see is child marriage,
responsibilities and money.

No safe place to Live, Street child got electrocuted
Balaknama Bureau
Our journalist visited about 1700 sloping
slums in West Delhi. Sadly, there are zero
facilities in these slums. Families living here
use plastic sheets as roof top for covering their
homes. Parents of these families work very hard
to earn some money to fulfill their stomach.
Fathers of some children pull rickshaw to earn
money. When the parents go for work, they
leave their children at home to take care of their
houses.
One of the nasty thing our journalist got to
know is that these people are troubled by our
protectors, Policemen. Whenever a policeman
visits their slum, he often cuts the ropes of
their homes and plastic sheets also which they
managed to get after working so hard. At night,
when their parents come at home, first they

again have to bind the ropes and buy new sheets
to improve their homes after that only they cook
food and get to eat something. Many times
policemen throw water even at their burning
stoves just for troubling them.
Another problem our journalist recognized
is that homes of these children are so weak
that they are easily spoiled in rainy season and
many times families have to get wet whole
night. Worst problem of this slum area is that
connection of electric wires is very weak. Also
electric wires are hanging so low that anybody
can get a shock. People of the slum shared and
incident with our reporter, they told us that,
three years ago on 28th May, a 3 years old
child died due to heavy rains and weak electric
wires. In the stormy season wires fell down on
a rickshaw and as soon as the child touched the
rickshaw he died due to electric shock.
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Police taking bribe from street children

Balaknama Bureau

This story is of a huge market
in Shakur Basti, which people
know as Wednesday market.
It has been informed to us that
some parents and children go
to this market and sell toys
and goods for their livelihood.
But police trouble these poor
children. They ask for weekly
income from children. Police
force them for giving weekly
money and trouble the ones
who deny doing so. A 16 years
old girl, Aarti (name changed)
said, “We sell goods in the
market to earn some money
for our survival. We sell goods
in front of Lawrence road and

whatever amount of money we
earn, we use it for our survival.”
Other children said, “When we

go to sell our goods, we don’t
even find a proper place to make
our shop. We first have to clean

the roads and then we put our
shops on the road side areas.
When the policemen visit the
market, they first see us. They
beat us and spoil our shops.
They do not listen to us even if
we say that these shops are the
only way for our survival. They
still beat us. When police asks
for money from us, we say that
we barely get to earn only Rs
200. If we give money to you
then how will we manage our
house and fulfill the demands of
our siblings? So the policemen
reply in anger that they have
not taken the responsibility of
our siblings. If we want to sell
the goods then we have to pay
weekly to them. Else they will

not allow us to sell goods and
will throw our stuffs.” Telling
more about this misbehavior of
policemen, another 17 years old
boy, Rahul (name changed),
said, “Sometimes police makes
big vehicles and rickshaws to
stand in front of our shops due
to which people cannot see our
goods and we did get to earn.
When the policeman leaves
we pull the rickshaw but we
children cannot move the cars.
Due to this, we do not earn
anything.” Expressing their
pain, they said, “We just want
the policemen to cooperate
with us and act politely so that
we can earn enough for our
survival.”

Shopkeepers not paying correct prize
Working children suffering loss of income

Balaknama Bureau
Our journalist had a
meeting with the children
living at the station. During
the meeting, children told
how they collect each bottle
from outside the shops and
the roads. They sell them as
junk for their survival. But the
shopkeepers take advantage of
their compulsions. A 15 years
old boy, Rahul said, “I go to
the same shopkeeper to sell
the collected bottles but that
shopkeeper does not give the
correct price of the bottles.
Now-a-days, the correct price

of the bottle is Rs 40 per kg in
the market but he buys them
on half rate. It also seems like
he does not weigh the bottles
correctly. If the total weight is
5 kg, he tells us that the weight
is 4 kg and also takes it on
half rates.” This results into
heavy loss of these children.
When they get to know about
the scam, shopkeepers do with
them, they opposed them. On
opposing, shopkeepers warn
them that if they don’t cooperate
with them then they will not
buy the bottles from them and
also they will not allow them
to collect bottles and trash on

the railway stations. Also they
will not allow them to stay on
the station. After hearing all
these things, children have to
cooperate with the shopkeepers
with heavy hearts as they don’t
have any other option for their
survival. Expressing their pain,
these street children said, “We
want that some strict actions
should be taken against these
shopkeepers so that at least we
can earn the money according
to our work. Also we want
some strict rules so that the
scam can be stopped and we
can get enough money to fulfill
our stomach.”

Extreme violence, effecting mental peace
of street children
Balaknama Bureau
Due to poor salary, some
families live under the bridges
as they cannot afford the
rent of the rooms. On been
interviewed, some children
said, “When we were living in
the villages, our parents used
to work in fields to earn money
for our survival. In greed of
earning little bit more, our

parents come to Delhi. Even
after coming here, we don’t
found any work. At times our
parents get to work, and many
times they did not get any
kind of work, even for weeks.
During that time we children
don’t even get to eat single
meal and have to sleep like this
only. In such conditions, how
will our parents pay the rent
for rooms?” At present, these

children live under the bridges.
Expressing their pain, 15
years old boy, Manish (name
changed) said, “The number of
people living in these shelters
is already very high. So our
parents don’t want to live here.
We just want government to
make shelters for children like
us so that we can also live
peacefully and don’t have to
face violence of police.

Shelter worker’s rude behavior, children leaving homes
Balaknama Bureau

Shelter homes are the safest place for all the ones
who lives at the station. Children go there so that they
can get rid of station life and can focus on their studies.
But some children said that shelter homes are not good
for them. Workers of shelter home don’t treat them
equally. Every new child has to face many problems
in shelter homes. Recently, a boy came back to station
from shelter home as he did not felt safe there. On being
asked that why he left shelter home even when he was
told that shelter homes are the best place for them?
The child started crying and replied, “Yes, I agree
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with you that shelter homes are the best place for us
but you don’t know what we all have to go through
inside those shelter homes. Workers of shelter home
order the children to clean the home. If a child denies
following their orders, they beat us very badly. Do you
consider such place as safe place? If a child tries to
escape then he is threatened to give electric shocks. We
children get very scared to hear about electric shocks.
We keep on crying due to pain and fear but cannot
share our pain with anyone in the shelter home. The
worker’s behavior towards us is also very rude. They
use abusive language when they talk to us. No one talk
to us politely. Some children sleep as they cry. Nobody

asks them why they are sad or crying? We don’t even
get enough food to eat in shelter homes. Due to all
these reasons and bad behavior of workers of shelter
home towards us, some children run away from there
and come back to station.” Listening to all these things
we have came to a conclusion that some rules should
be made for shelter home workers in order to behave
good with children living there. Children should not be
treated badly and abused. They all should be well fed.
Last but not the least, behavior of every worker should
be polite and sensitive towards any child. After all these
things only, future of children living in shelter homes
will be brightened.
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Badhte Kadam’s member Station workers tortures the children
of water, we don’t get to bath
Balaknama Bureau
saved street girls
for several days and because of
Talkative Archana and reporter Vijay Kumar
Our Balaknama team organized on sport group meeting
in Ramswaroop Kheda. Almost 20 children participated in
this meeting. The group leader of these 20 street children was
Archana. She introduced and welcomed the children at the
starting of this meeting. During the meeting, street girls shared
many problems they have to face. Sharing their problems, an 11
Years old girl, Aarti said, “Each evening, a big boy comes from
the temple side and talk filthy things to us. When our parents go
for work, he stares us.” Group leader, Archana, was also agreed
with what Aarti has said. After Aarti, Archana herself shared
an incident and said, “One day when I was alone, that same boy
tried to took advantage of my loneliness and grabbed me inside
the street. When I screamed loudly, he ran away from there.
Unexpectedly, when I told about it to my parents, they did not take
any actions against him.” After listening to the problems of these
street girls, one of our badhte kadam’s members called the child
helpline at 1098 and shared the problems of street girls with them.
Child helpline workers came and listened to their problems. After
listening to them, child helpline workers helped them out and
since that day only, that boy did not came again. At present, these
street girls are safe and are living happily.

Our journalist organized a
meeting with children living
on Agra Cantt Railway Station.
During the meeting children
shared their problems. Some
of them said, “As you can see
that it’s very hot now-a-days so
during day time we come at the
station for some shed. When
we go to waiting rooms to sit
under the fans, station workers
torture us and policemen beat
us. They don’t allow us to sit
and relax in waiting rooms.”
Some children said, “There
are water coolers on the station
for drinking cold water. When
tourists, travelers, in fact
people from slums fill water
from the cooler, nobody scold
them. But when we go for
drinking water from these
water coolers, station workers
don’t allow us in spite they

scold us and the policemen
again beat us. It is so hot
outside here, that sometimes
we want to take bath but
unfortunately,
stations
workers and policemen don’t
even allow us to drink water
then how can they allow us
to take bath.” These street
children crave for single water
droplets even after enough
supply of water on the station.
Sharing other problems with
us, they said, “Due to shortage

which our body gets dirty. Also
when we get sweated during
the day time, we feel itchiness
due to which we got so many
wounds in our body. We don’t
have enough money to go to
private bathrooms and take
bath. Whatever money we get
after begging, station workers
take that also from us.” At last,
expressing their needs and
pain, children said what they
want; they said “We just want
station workers to treat us like
other children. We are forced
to live on the stations due to
our compulsions. Same like
other children; we also want
to live happily and want to be
treated properly. Also we want
that they should not take the
amount we earn so that we can
fulfill our stomach by eating
something from that money.”

Why street children are always hatred?

Talkative Ranjeet and
reporter Shambhu

We usually see children
working and wandering here and
there on roads on a regular basis.
There are no rules in society
for the betterment of these
children. If these children are
seen begging or collecting trash,
then people say that it’s their
regular day work. Except this,
they can’t do any other kind of
work. These street children live
on the railway station for their
survival. There also they have
to face many problems. They

are troubled by ticket checkers
and policemen on regular basis.
They are not allowed to board
the trains to collect the trash as
policemen think that they are
not good. They think that street
children won’t board the trains
for collecting trash, rather for
stealing public’s goods and
purse. But these street children
don’t do such things; they just
want to collect the trash for their
survival. Of course, they wear
dirty cloths but they are pure
by hearts. As soon as they get
a bottle, they de board the train
couches and sell them, and eat

something from the money they
get to earn. If the see anybody in
trouble, they go and help them
out. Sharing their story, 17 years
old boy, Raja (name changed)
said, “When we were going to
the market to buy new shirts

Hats off to Rahul for raising his siblings
Talkative Rahul and
reporter Deepak
Due to parental abuse, some
children are always ready to
leave their house. One such
story is of 11 years old boy,
Rahul. Two years Rahul and
his family used to live at Ajmeri
Gate, but after his real father’s
death his mother did the second
marriage in order to take care
of her children and raise them
properly. After her mother’s
second marriage, Rahul’s life as
drastically changed. His mother
did the second marriage in order
to take care of her children but
they didn’t know that the person
her mother is going marry will
leave them after few months
and also misbehave with them.
Telling his story, Rahul said,
“My real father was a very good
person. He used to love all of us
6 brother and sisters. He used
to work hard for our survival
and due to all these tensions
and work load he always had
health issues. When he died,
all responsibility came upon
my mother’s shoulder. So my
mother did the second marriage
in order to raise us properly.”
Expressing his pain he further
added, “Unlike my real father,
my stepfather pulls rickshaw
and whatever amount he earns,

for ourselves by the money we
earned from selling our trash,
we saw a drunken man walking
towards the railway track.
Looking at him, we pulled his
hands and dragged him out of
the railway track to save his
life. But while dragging him he
went on another track and got
injured. Looking at his injuries,
we took him to the hospital and
without getting selfish, paid for
his treatment.” Telling more
about their pure hearts and
helping nature, he further added,
“Not only this but whenever
we see lost bags, we take them

to the G.R.P police station so
that the person’s good can be
return back to him safely. When
station workers have trouble in
pulling the luggage, we go and
help them out. Even after all
these things, people’s attitude is
not good towards us. They think
that the children living at the
station are not good and they are
involved in bad company. Also
they see us with hatred eyes.”
It is sad that even after helping
and caring for everyone, no one
cares for these poor children
rather they are been troubled by
everyone.

Rudy Teachers,
Children effected
Balaknama Bureau

he uses it for drinking alcohol.
He never worried about our
health, problems, and family.
When my mother asks him why
he drinks so much alcohol, he
starts beating my mother and
start talking filthy to her. He
says that he has not taken the
contract of raising her children.
One day when he was drunk, he
told her that he was planning to
get separated with my mother
after marriage. I was shocked to
hear that. Sometimes when he is
drunk, he beats us also. Because
of all these daily arguments,
I left my home.” Rahul told
us that as soon as he reached
the station, he met some more
children whose stories were
similar like his story. Due to

compulsions, they also ran
away from their homes. Telling
about his work, Rahul further
said, “I have to collect garbage
and trash then only I can afford
meal for two times to fulfill my
stomach. I still go to my house.
During day time, I stay on the
railway station. At the evening,
I catch a bus and go back to my
home.”
Rahul also takes care of his
sibling and his mother. He buys
drinks and food for his siblings
with the money he earn, so
that they can get enough food
and they don’t have to starve
at night. All together, he is
taking care of his siblings as a
big brother and fulfilling all the
responsibilities of his father.

It has been found that in some schools of Delhi, teachers are not
teaching the students of class 1st to class 5th properly. As per the
information, teachers are always busy in their world over phone and
showing rude behavior towards children. Sharing their problems, a
8 years old boy, Rahul (name changed) said, “Our sir always scold
us. They come and write our work on the black board and then they
go. When we tell them that we don’t understand anything and asks
them that what is written on the black board? Then our sir always
replies in anger and says that don’t you understand anything
in one time and order us to go back to our seats. They are always
busy in talking with madams. When our bell rings, they just write
the homework on black board and then they leave.” Further these
children said that they cannot understand what they are being
taught. Even after coming back to their home, and asking questions
to their parents, they get scolding. Their parents say that why
are they learning in their schools? When they tell the truth about
teachers, their parents don’t believe them. Due to this, these poor
children are now attending other coaching classes/ tuitions for
studying. Telling about situations they have to face, Rahul further
said, “Our coaching teacher also gets very angry with our school
teachers. She says that when they did not taught us anything then
how can they give us such hard work for homework. She asked
us that why don’t we tell our school teachers about our problems?
When we told her the truth she was also shocked.”
These poor children just kept a simple demand or can say
request to all the teachers and said, “We children just want to study
for our bright future. Government says that education is equal
for all of us then why we children are not been treated well? Our
parents have enrolled our names in the schools after facing many
difficulties. They just want us to achieve something in our lives.
They want us to get educated and employment unlike them. We just
want to study nothing else.”
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SPOILED CHILDHOOD

Talkative Saahran and
reporter Deepak
This story is about an 11
years old boy, Saaharan. He was
living happily with his parents
in Bihar. Few years before, his
parents sent him to Delhi with
his elder sister and brotherin-law so that he could earn
some money to repay the loan
his parents took for his sister’s
marriage. In greed of earning
money, he also left his studies
and came to Delhi.
when he was selling cucumbers

in bright sunshine and the
cucumber stalls was so heavy
that he was not even able to push
it properly. After looking at
him, our reporter asked him that
heavy heart, he replied, “I do
this because of my compulsions.
My parents are so old that they
can’t work and therefore I have
to work for our survival.” Then
our reporter asked him that what
type of difficulties he face in
his work? Telling about the

problems, he replied, “I face
many difficulties like if go to
any market policemen beats us
and orders us to move from that
place. Then if we stand in front
of any shop then shopkeepers
scold us not to stand there.
Sometimes they even throw
our stalls. Due to this when we
don’t get to sell our cucumbers
then unfortunately, we have to
throw them as cucumbers get
easily spoiled when they are kept

then asked: still there is some
earning or not? He replied,
“After working for whole day,
I hardly get to earn around 100
rupees. That too I give to my
brother-in-law so that he can
transfer it to my parents. But I
don’t think that they gave it to
my parents as whenever I want
to talk to them; my brother-inlaw and sister don’t allow me to
do so. They always comfort me
by saying that as my parents’
lives in the village; their number

is out of reach due to signal
problems.” Expressing his fear
and pain, Saaharan further said,
“It’s been a year, I am living with
my sister and since then I have
not talked to my parents. They
don’t even allow me to go and
visit my parents. I always worry
about how they are?” Telling
more about his cruel sister and
brother-in-law, he said, “After
working for whole day, when
I reach home at 7 pm-8 pm,
my sister asks me to do her
household works too. I feel like
no one loves me and there is no
one to look after me. I am alone
in this world.”

WITH THE HELP OF CHILD HELPLINE, JAVED SAVED THE LIVES OF TWO CHILDREN

Talkative Javed and
reporter Shambhu

Javed is a 16 years old
boy, who lives in Sarai Kale
Khaan with his family. He
is one of our, balaknama’s
talkative reporter also. He
always takes care about how
street and working children
around him are living. Like, he
talks to some children about
their problems they used to
face while going to railway
tracks for collecting trash. He
always asks them that are they
facing any kind of problems
and anything they are suffering

from. He always worries for
them because he has seen the
life of roads very closely. Few
years ago, Javed also used to go
to railway tracks for collecting
trash. He was a drug addict at
that time. But with the help of
Balaknama, he stopped taking
drugs and now he doesn’t
even go for collecting trash.
At present, he is studying in
3rd class in an open school,
conditions were also not good.
His family members also used
to hate him. They also used to
abuse him a lot. They did not
even wanted him to live with

Kuldeep still try to study even after
suffering from many problems
Talkative Kuldeep and reporter Chetan
This news is about a boy Kuldeep, who wants to study. From
the age of 10, Kuldeep has improved his family’s economic
2011, Kuldeep used to earn 100 rupees after working for 12 hours
in a factory. Sad thing is that his father died due to heart attack.
After his father’s death, their family income became zero. As
all his elder brother and sisters got married, they all used to live
at different places. Unexpectedly, nobody helped Kuldeep in his
family. His mother was also unwell. All his mother’s medicines,
drinks and food’s burden were on his shoulders only. So he used to
work with all his heart. After his father’s death, he started working
in another factory. There he used to earn about 290 rupees after
working for 8 hours. He used to take 500 bucks in advance on
to survive. But now he is not going to work as once his foot slipped
and he felt down. He got fractured in his hand. Now his family’s
condition is getting worse day-by-day. Expressing his pain, he
said that, “I gave the amount I saved, to my mother. Our household
work is going with that amount only. But how long will we run
our house like this?” Despite having poor family conditions and
fracture in his hand, he still wanted to study. He also wanted to get
success like other children so he took admission in an open school
in class 3rd.

them because he was indulged
in bad company and used to
drink too much alcohol also.
But as soon as he got connected

Talkative Aman and
reporter Chetan

This news is about a 12 years
old boy, Aman who lives in
Shakur basti with his family.
He studies in 5th class. Aman
is very kind in nature. He
is always ready to help the
children around him. If he sees
someone in trouble, he helps
them out. Few months back,
he saved the life of an old man,
as he dragged him from the
railway track, when the old
man was totally drunk. Except
this, he recently admitted 3
children in government school
for studying. These children
used to see Aman daily when
he used to go to school. Seeing
him, they also decided to go to
school and study. Sharing his

Free eyes checkup of Street
Children organized by Delhi Police TELENTED Sonia (2012)with
Balaknama team
and GRP

Balaknama acknowledge part support from
Sardar Nagina Singh and Family
This edition is for limited distribution. All pictures are
published in this edition after children’s their approval.

but they did not say anything.
Seeing them like this, I called
the child helpline number and
informed them about these two
crying children. I requested
them to help these children.”
After his call, on the very next
day, child helpline took the
picture of those children and
after 10 days, both the children
and were sent back to their
home. Now they both are
living happily. In this way, our
encouraging reporter, Javed
saved the life of two children.

Little efforts resulted into schooling of
3 children

BALAKNAMA AND BADHTE KADAM IN NEWS

State minister of UP Mrs.
Swati Singh with members of
Badte Kadam.

with Balaknama newspaper
he stopped drinking. As we
told him that our newspaper
is all about street and working
children and if he wants to be
from one of our reporter then he
has to study and for this he have
to stop drinking. Keeping this
in mind, he started taking fewer
amounts of intoxicants day by
day. At present, he has totally
left his addiction. Now he used
to live happily with his family.
Javed shared an incident with
us and said, “Past few days,
when I was returning to home,
I saw that two children were
crying on the platform. I went
to them and tried to talk to them

story, Aman said, “One day,
when I was returning from

school these 3 children came
to me and said that they also
want to go to school like me. I
asked the names and address of
these children and told them to
introduce me to their parents.”
After meeting their parents,
Aman went to a government
school near the town with the 3
children and their parents and
talked to the vice principal of
the school. Aman told us that
the vice principal also was very
politely to him and after talking
for sometime he agreed for the
admission of the 3 children.
Due to little efforts and
courage, at present, 3 of them
go to school daily. They love
studying so much that they
daily attend the school and
during holidays also, they sit
and study at home only.

WE ARE SHARING SOME PICTURES
OF THESE MOMENTS WITH YOU….

Information about child line help
number giving by Badte Kadam
members in a school

Tiwari discus problem of street children
with Balaknama team

Balaknama is written originally in Hindi by children reporters. This is translated
version of Hindi and translation assistance is taken from adults ensuring the
original feel intact. Translated by Vibha Shakya.
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