
Across the world millions of children are forced to live, work and survive 
on the streets. They are extremely vulnerable to abuse and exploitation 
and they are denied their rights. It does not have to be this way. 

STREET CHILD 
WORLD CUP 
RUSSIA 2018

“I AM SOMEBODY” “I know from personal 
experience just what 
power football can have to 
inspire young people’s lives 
whatever their background 
or nationality. This is what 
the Street Child World Cup 
is all about and I give it my 
full support.” 

David Beckham OBE 
Former England Captain

THE FOOTBALL
Football has the power to unite and inspire. Street 
Child World Cup harnesses this power to transform 
the lives of street children. Russia 2018 will bring 
together former street boys and girls across five 
continents to take part in an extraordinary World 
Cup. Playing on a world stage these young people 
will represent their countries and the millions of 
children still living on the streets, challenging the 
negative perceptions and treatment of street 
children across the globe. This is more than a game.

STREET CHILD CONGRESS
Our Street Child Congress’ are  
modelled on the United Nations, 
providing the inspirational young  
people we work with the opportunity  
to tell their story and appeal for change 
in the way they are perceived and 
treated. The Congress enables them  
to engage with key figures across 
society, business and government  
on the issues that affect them.
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A FESTIVAL OF ARTS 
Every child at the Street Child 
World Cup will be given the 
opportunity to partake in 
a series of artistic activities 
celebrating their culture, telling 
their stories and enabling them 
to share their experiences with 
each other and the world.

Article 31: Every child 
has the right to relax, 
play and join in a wide 
range of cultural and 
artistic activities.  

Article 12, UN Convention on the 
Rights of the Child: Every child has 
the right to say what they think in  
all matters affecting them, and to 
have their views taken seriously.

“My role as an 
ambassador is 
to represent the 
voices of street 
children from  
my country.” 

Sadock,  
Street Child  
World Cup 
Ambassador

Street Child World Cup will unite former street children from across the world to play football, 
enjoy a festival of arts and to stand united at their very own Street Child Congress. The Street 
Child World Cup will take place in Russia just months ahead of the 2018 FIFA World Cup. 
United, we will challenge the negative perceptions and treatment of street children to ensure 
they receive the protection, rehabilitation and opportunities to leave street life behind.
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Sponsorship packages  
are now available
Please contact: 
John Wroe – CEO, Street Child United 
John@streetchildunited.org 
+44 (0)20 7549 0261

#IAMSOMEBODY
www.streetchildworldcup.org

“We are not 
animals, we are 
humans, we are 
somebody.” 

Children of the  
Street Child  
World Cup 

“When people see us by  
the street, they say that 
we are street boys. But 
when they see us playing 
football, they say we are 
not street boys. They say 
we are people like them.” 

A PROVEN TRACK RECORD 
The inaugural Street Child World Cup took place in Durban, South Africa ahead of the 2010 FIFA World Cup. Most recently 
in April 2014, the Street Child World Cup in Rio de Janeiro united more than 200 street children from 19 countries across five 
continents for a football tournament, a festival of arts and a participatory conference for children’s rights. It received global 
support from Pope Francis, Princes William and Harry, many World Cup footballers including Pele, David Beckham, Theo Walcott, 
Gilberto Silva, Patrick Vieira, Bebeto and football legend Zico, England’s most successful club manager Sir Alex Ferguson, 
Hollywood actress Thandie Newton and world champion boxer Manny Pacquiao.

INTERNATIONAL MEDIA COVERAGE

Gilberto Silva HRH Prince Harry Bebeto

Patrick Viera and  
Fabio Cannavaro

• Estimated potential reach of 229 million worldwide

• Advertising value equivalent in excess of £4m 

• Over 288 pieces of editorial 
press including BBC, Al Jazeera, 
CNN and O Globo (Brazil)

• In Pakistan alone, an audience 
of 2 million followed their team’s 
progress

• Team Liberia was the  
most-read national news  
story for two days during the 
Street Child World Cup

IMPACT
• Team Pakistan led a countrywide I AM SOMEBODY tour 

culminating in a national resolution to better protect the 
rights of 1.5m Pakistani street children

• Brazilian Government invited Team Brazil to host summit 
on the national policy for street children

• Team Kenya’s Captain now sits on the Mombasa Children’s 
Assembly advising on the rights of Kenya’s street children

• Team Tanzania shared their triumphs with the Prime 
Minister of Tanzania. The Constitutional Parliament 
of Tanzania, consisting of 600 MPs, was temporarily 
suspended to welcome the team home

“The Street Child World 
Cup is a brilliant project 
which will help hundreds 
of thousands of teenagers 
who have been forced 
to live on the streets by 
getting the world to listen 
to them and give them a 
fair chance.”
Theo Walcott,  
Arsenal FC and England
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