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There was a workshop 
organized by Balaknama, in 
which children from different 
places participated. The topic 
which we discussed after their 
introduction was, ‘What the 

Talkative reporter Shubham, 
Kuldeep and reporter 
Shambhu, Chetan and Jyoti
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Telling about more work and problems, another 12 years old 
boy, Kuldeep said, “It is also seen that girls are not ready to 
cut the trees. We all belong to poor families. After working 
so hard, we hardly afford to cook food in our home. That 
too through the wood/timber we get from roadside or forest 
trees. Girls don’t go for cutting timber because of the fear 
of getting hurt. We, boys cut the timber by using heavy and 
large stones. If anyhow, by mistake girls get hurt by those 
stones then they have to pay for that mark for their whole 
life. When people will come them to see for marriage, they 
will reject her due to the marks on her body. As we live on 
roads, so they will think that this girl is involved in thieving 
and other bad stuffs and will deny for marriage.”

A 14 years old girl, Kajal 
said, “Boys don’t like to cook 
food. At times, there is plenty 
of smoke comes out from the 
fry pan while cooking, which 
directly gets into our eyes 
and due to which e get teary 
eyes. oys don’t like teary eyes 
that’s why they hate cooking 
meal.”

JAMS & VIP MOVEMENTS EFFECTS
US-SAYS STREET CHILDREN

STREET CONNECTED CHILDREN SHARED
THEIR PERCEPTION ON ‘GENDER’

SOME WORKS DONE BY BOYS AND GIRLS
Telling about their work, a 12 years old boy, Shubham said, “Works 
like rag picking, collecting garbage and soil digging is usually done 
by boys because girls have very soft hands. They have high changes 
of getting hurt. Even if they do these works, their hands will become 
rough and this will make a big problem at the time of their marriage. 
As some boys think that girls with rough and hard hands will order 
them to do things after marriage so they deny to get married to the 
ones with rough hands. This is one of the biggest reasons why girls 
deny doing tough works.”

Another 10 years old girl, Pooja 
said, “Often, we have seen that 
boys deny washing the used 
utensils. They think that if they 
will wash the used utensils, 
people will make fun of them 
and will taunt them for their 
manhood. People will also taunt 
them by saying that they have 
accidently born as a oy rather 
they should have been a girl. 
That’s why boys don’t do our 
work.”

Another 15 years old boy, 
Deepak, telling about himself 
said, “I live at the railway 
station and work in parties or 
marriages. I have seen that 
girls barely work in parties 
or marriages. If they do, boys 

them and don’t even behave 
well with them. Even the 
owner of the party or marriage 
doesn’t pay them well for their 
work.”

Telling more, a 16 years old girl, Roopa 
said, “Boys even hate grinding on marble 
as they don’t know the amount of chilly 
or coriander to be grind. While grinding 
on marble/stone, we even have pain in our 
arms as it takes a lot of time to grind the 
spices properly. That why boys hate doing 
this work.”

similarities and inequalities 
between boys and girls are in 
today’s society?’ We had a 
deep discussion on this topic. 
After that we discusses about 
the similarities and inequalities 
they have to face in there slum.
A 16 years old boy, Vikas 
performed a drama act through 

We are very proud to 
say that our country India 
has completed 71 years of 
Independence. Our country is 
reaching to the heights in the 
world in many di�erent areas. 
India’s progress discussion is 
going on in each and every 
country. India has progressed 
in strategic sectors too. 

Balaknama reporters 

Talkative reporter Sameer 
and reporter Jyoti

interacted with children to know 
how Jams and VIP movements 
e�ect their life. During the visit, 
our journalists interacted with 
children working the market 
areas. Due to the conversation, 
they said, “On this auspicious 
and joyful day of VIP movement 
or National event/holidays, we 
are always sad. As the shops and 
work on which we survive are 
totally closed on this day. We 
children used to sell toys in the 

Another 15 years old girl, Anuradha said, “Boys don’t like to look a�er 
their siblings. As when children poops, they hate cleaning them and their 
excreta too. It irritates them.”
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StReet CoNNeCted 
ChIldReN ShaRed theIR 
PeRCePtIoN oN ‘GeNdeR’

Dear Friends,
Greetings!!
With the blessing of Republic Day, we are happy to serve our 
70th edition of Balaknama to all of you.  This edition is also 
a compilation of news related to poverty, child labor, youth 
violence, street workers, destitute refugees, domestic 
violence, and victims of misuse, sexual abuse and drug addiction 
like every issue. Our reporter team, through tough situations, 
collects these reports and collaborate them as "Balaknama", 
every month to tell the readers that they are compelled to 
live a conflict life in such extreme circumstances. Our reporter 
collects this information also with the hope that anyhow if 
you people get to know about the circumstances of the street 
and working children, they will surely get some help from you. If 
anyhow you people can help them, please come forward. They 
can have a better life to live with your help. You people can give 
them a happy life to live. 
Share the ways and ideas of helping street and working children 
with our Balaknama team. If you find any mistakes in our work, 
do share it with us so that we can improve our work and help 
the innocents. 
In hope of help, better response and love, 
Editorial team

The Editorial Board

edItoRIal
  

One of our reporters 
organized a support group 
meeting with the children living 
at the railway stations. Sharing 
their problems, children said, 
“These winters have truly made 
it difficult for us to live here at the 
station. In order to save us from 
the cold winds of winter nights, 
we children have started living 
in a garbage shop by making a 
group. Some elder rag pickers 
also stay there with us and are 
taking wrong advantage of us.” 
Sharing about the obscene acts 
of the elders, a 14 years old child, 
Suheb (changed name) said, “At 
the garbage shop, some elder 
person also sleep with us. They 
bring intoxicants with them 
and force us to take it. They do 
so, so that can do wrong things 
with us by which they can easily 
survive in cold nights.” Another 
15 years old boy, Atul (changed 
name) said, “Those elder person 
give us such large amount of 
intoxicants that while doing 
sexual acts e don’t feel pain. 

Support Group organized a 
meeting in 'Badshahpur', a 
township in Gurgaon. During 
this meeting all the children 
discussed the problems 
currently happening with 
them in detail. During the 

Reporter Shambhu

Talkative reporter Mampi and 
Reporter Shambhu, Badshahpur

from page 1 

from page 1 

which he showed the current 
status of the girls in his slum. 
He said, “In our slum area, 
girls work in the houses for the 
whole day and look after their 
siblings because their parents 
go to buildings for work.” 
Similarly, another 17 years 
old girl, Preeti also presented 
a drama to tell their situation. 
She said, “In our slum, some 
boys go to different places 
like stations and parks, for 
collecting garbage, some boys 
do the work of filling water 
cans and others also do many 
different types of works.”
In the meantime, we asked 
our next questions, ‘Can boys 
and girls also do each other’s 
work?’ A 14 years old boy, 
Aakash said, “Yes of course, 
the girls who work at home 
also cook the food. I can also 
cook the food.” Telling his 
skills, he said “If we want to 
make potato vegetable, so 
for that first e have to warm 
some water and then we will 
wash the potatoes in it. After 
washing the potatoes properly, 
we have to cut them with knife 
in small pieces. Then we will 
pour some amount of oil in the 
fry pan, as per the need, and 
then we will add garlic, onion, 
jeera, salt, red chilli powder, 
turmeric powder in it and mix 
it well. When the potatoes will 
fry, we will add little amount 
of water in it and then will 
cover it using utensil and wait 
for some time. So that vapors 
should be made inside the fry 
pan due to which potatoes will 
cook well.” 
After further discussions, the 
next question was asked, how 
often do girls eat nutritious 
food all day? Describing the 

condition of girls, 12-year-
old Janeet said, “There are 
some girls in our colony who 
are working all day, due to 
which they can eat very little 
food. Hardly can she eat food 
in the morning and evening. It 
has often been seen that when 
our parents go out for some 
work, the responsibility of the 
whole family's work comes to 
the girls. Such as cleaning of 
the house, looking after their 
siblings, cooking, laundry etc. 
Because of this we girls are 
busy and do not pay attention 
to our body.” When the same 
question was made to the 
boys, does the boy act like 
this? Then the boys answered 
immediately. They said, “No.” 
In this regard, 14-year-old boy, 
Afzal said, “If we will wash 
the clothes then people of our 
slum or society will make fun 
of us and will taunt us. That's 
why we do not do household 
chores like washing clothes 
and cleaning.”
After listening to all of them, 
our Balaknama team thought 
that there must be many girls 
and boys who are indulged in 
these different types of works 
and are discriminating each 
other on the basis of work they 
are doing. In order to know 
this, our team did a survey at 
many places where children 
are working. We have kept the 
names of those places secret. 
Let us tell you in deep about 
our survey. During our survey 
e got to know that boys are 
indulged in the households in 
very large amount. They are 
not allowed to go to the school. 
If they try to go to any social 
services, their parents don’t 
allow them to study. They 
are engaged in their work for 
whole day.”

JaMS & VIP MoVeMeNtS eFFeCtS US-SayS StReet ChIldReN

market. But now-a-days when 
we go for selling toys, either the 
municipal committee workers 
or policemen run behind us to 
beat us. They don’t allow us to 
sell toys. They even seize our 
toys and goods. When we ask 
them to give us back our stuff 
they don’t listen to any our 
point.”

Some people and other 
working children also agree 
the fact that on National Days/
holidays, they have to face 
many difficulties to survive. The 
children of the suffering families 
always wander here and there in 

search of some work to survive. 
When they don’t get work to do, 
even fulfilling their stomach is 
tough for them. Sharing their 
sad feelings, children said, 
“Sadly, even after the 71 years 
of independence, we working 
and street children are not 
secure. Due to poor economic 
conditions of our families, we 
have to live at the roads because 
of our compulsions where 
we don’t get any facilities like 
security or other good facilities. 
We are forced to live at railway 
platforms, bus stands, religious 
places, streets, and traffic 
signals. In order to survive, we 
have to do begging, rag picking, 

stealing, shoes polishing, and 
work on dhabas etc. Our rights 
to education, proper nutrition, 
clothing, shelter and medical 
care are being fully abolished. 
How is this Republic Day 
on which the future of our 
country- we children- our not 
happy.”

According to the children, 
this rude behavior of people 
and the oppression that is 
happening with them should 
be stopped as soon as possible. 
Saying a very true and positive 
thing, they said, “If the children 
of the country start living 
happily, then only the country 
will also be truly happy” 

INNoCeNt ChIldReN SCReaMed FoR helP to 
eSCaPe FRoM the obSCeNe aCtS oF eldeR

And when we go for defecating 
in the morning, at that time we 
feel unbearable pain. At times, 
we can’t think of defecating due 
to the pain.”

Telling more about the 
elder rag pickers, children 
said, “If we deny their orders, 
they threaten us to kill. When 
we try to run away from this 
place, they threaten us to put 
false accusations on us. They 
say that if we deny doing as 

per their orders, they will tell 
the shop owner that we have 
stolen money from his shop. 
Due to these things, we children 
are afraid of them and are 
unwontedly-forcibly involved 
in these acts.”

Asking for some help, 
children said, “We children 
really want to escape from this 
place. We request to make some 
arrangements for us where we 
can live safely and happily.”

meeting, the children told that 
the cars, motorbike scooters, 
etc., passes their slum at very 
high speed. They said, “We 
children are facing many 
problems. There is not even 
a single place near our slum 
where we can play and enjoy. 
That's why children play on 
the road, due to which there 

is a possibility of a day-to-
day accident.” Telling about 
a recent accident, they said, 
“When we were playing on 
the road, 10 years old child 
was hit by a car and was badly 
hurt. He was admitted to the 
hospital after which he was out 
of danger.”
Due to this medium, the 
children want to raise their 
voice so that you people can 
listen to them. They said, “Due 
to this medium, we children 
want such person, who 
passes by at very high speed, 
to listen to our problem and 
understand them so that we 
children can live safely. We 
children want that a speed 
breaker should be made near 
our playing area so that the 
vehicles will automatically 
slow down and we can also 
lie safely without any fear of 
getting hurt.”

WIll yoU helP the ChIldReN to lIVe SaFely? 
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This news is about a slum 
in Lucknow, whose name 
has been kept secret. During 
a survey, we got to know a 
special thing about that slum. A 
government approved alcohol 
shop is opened in this slum 
and small children are going 
there for buying liquor. When 
we interacted with these small 
children, they said, “When this 
liquor shop was not here in our 
slum, our father used to go at 
different places in order to buy 
liquor bottles. They don’t even 
used to drink this much alcohol, 
as the shop was very far away 
from our slum and the way was 
also difficult. They used to drink 
once or twice in a month, but 

Compulsions are forcing 
poor people to teach wrong 
things to their children. When 
our reporter got to know about 
it, he himself went to that place 
in order to interact with these 
children. When he reached 
there, he got to know that the 
parents have decided that they 
will not send their children to 
school instead they will make 
them work in order to earn 
money. On interacting, we 
got to know that their parents 
have seen many youngsters 
who belong to poor families 
and studied very well but are 
still wandering here and there 
in search of jobs. Due to many 
reasons they are not getting 
the jobs. Seeing them the 
parents have decided that they 
will let their children to learn 
something so that in future they 
don’t have to wander here and 
there in order to survive. Parents 
want to make their children 
learn some work like changing 
tire tubes, fixing punctures, etc.

Children are not happy with 
their parent’s decision. They 
say that if they will not study 
then how they will calculate 
things related to money and 
count the money. Anybody 
can easily fool them. The sad 
thing is that, unwontedly 
some children are working at 
the cycle shops. Keeping their 

There is a place known by 
the name of Khaadar. There 
were about 2000 slums in 
Khaadar. One year ago, due to 
an accidental fire, all the slums 
were burnt. According to news, 
it is been said that due to electric 
wire as there as little sparking by 
which the slums caught the fire 
and were fully burnt. All the 
things like pet animals, cloths 
and eatables were burnt. 

One year ago, all the people 
left their slum in the morning 
to collect garbage in the Lajpat 
Nagar Central market. This is 
a well known market. All the 
people used to collect garbage all 
the day and come back to their 
home in the evening around 
10 pm. Due to the accident 
happened one year ago, now 
these poor people are living 
in the car parking area of the 
Lajpat Nagar Central market. 
The sad thing is that these poor 
people are not able to get rid of 
this situation. Even today also 
they are facing many problems. 
Now when they have started to 

In West Bengal, Kolkata, 
Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, there are 
many such persons who are 
wandering around looking 
for their work, yet no work is 
available. So they go to different 
places to work with their 
relatives. This news is about 
one of such places, whose name 
has been kept secret. There are 
also many people who came 
with their relatives in search of 
some work and are living there 
only with their families. They all 
work under a constructor and 
he only provides the slum for 
living. Their children also stay 
there with them. The parents 
leave them in the slum only for 
the whole day. According to 
some children, the contractor’s 

Reporter Vishal

Talkative reporter Shivam 
and Shambhu

Talkative reporter Sapna 
and reporter Jyoti

Reporter Shambhu

ChIldReN WaNt thIS alCohol ShoP 
oUt FRoM SlUM-CaN SoMeoNe helP?

StReet ChIldReN aNNoyed 
WIth theIR PaReNt’S deCISIoN

hoW to FaCe thIS eVIl?

from the day, this liquor shop 
is opened in our slum they 
have started drinking alcohol 
regularly. Not only this, after 
drinking alcohol, they come 
at home and fight with family 
members.” Telling more about 
the current situation, a 15 years 
old boy, Pappu (changed name) 
said, “Before, we rarely use to 
fight in our home but from the 
day, this liquor shop is opened 
in our slum, we have daily 
fights. Due to this reason we are 
very unhappy. This liquor shop 
has become a big reason for all 
of our problems.”

Another 16 years old boy, 
Suresh (changed name) said, 
“The saddest thing is that our 
father used to fight with our 
mother. They used to abuse 

us also and forcefully send us 
to bring liquor for them. If we 
children deny bringing alcohol 
for them, they start torturing us. 
We children were very happy 
before. During past, when this 
shop was not here, they used to 
drink once or twice. This liquor 
shop has become a foe for us. 
The bad and sad thing is that, 
when we go to the shop for 
buying liquor, the shopkeeper 
also doesn’t deny giving us 
liquor as we are so young for 
drinking. We children are not 
able to do anything as this shop 
is a government contract.”

Asking for help they said, 
“We children want that this 
news should be printed so 
seriously that when people 
get to know about it, they try 

to come here for helping us to 
get rid of this problem.” Telling 
more, a 16 years old boy, Kishan 
(changed name) said, “Children 
less than the age of 18 years are 
not allowed to buy and drink 
alcohol. If any shopkeeper 
gives liquor to any children 

younger than 18 years, proper 
police inquiry should be done 
against him. Police should visit 
our slum on a daily basis so 
that there should be a fear of 
police in our slum’s people and 
we children can get rid of this 
problem.”

of the girl. When the contractor 
is drunk, he randomly go inside 
any slum and talk abusively to 
the girls. But sadly, when our 
parents return home from 
their work and we tell them 
about our problems, instead of 
taking some actions against the 
contractor, they ignore these 
things even after hearing them. 
Our parents say that if we raise 
our voice against the contractor, 
then the contractor will let us 
leave this slum, then where will 
we go? That's why parents do 
not say anything. We girls are 
frightened at each and every 
moment someone is keep on 
talking rubbish with us and our 
parents are not doing anything. 
If anything happened with us 
tomorrow then where will go? 
Who will help us?”

mentality is not good. Telling 
about some incident, girls said, 
“When our parents go out to 

work, these contractors often 
go to the girls and talk abusively 
and try to touch the private part 

thoughts, children said, “We 
will not do these works. This 
age is not for working instead 
of studying. We will only study. 
Parent’s thinking and worrying 
for our future is fine but keeping 
us away study is against our 
rights. We children want that 
at present, our parents should 
allow us to study. In future, 
we will work according to the 
situation.” 

Children are seriously 
unhappy and are against their 
parent’s decision. Not only this, 
they are also leaving the work 
they are being forced to learn.

live in the parking area, they 
are facing new problems. The 
people not only park the cars 
but at times they also pee there. 
The young children are facing 
many problems due to this. As 
this is the winter season, when 
anybody pees near the parking 
area, it stinks very badly. The 
smell is so bad that the children 
are not even able to eat or breathe 
properly. On interacting with 
children, they said, “There are 
about 3 to 4 public toilets in 
Lajpat Nagar central market but 

nobody use them. Seeing the 
other people, the drunken men 
and other poor people have also 
started peeing here only. When 
we children tell them not to pee 
here, they turn around us and 
start peeing towards/on us only. 
We children are very upset and 
disturbed due to this problem. 
Many girls also live here. They 
don’t even sleep properly 
at night as they always fear 
that something wrong might 
get happen with them in the 
darkness of the night.”

StReet ChIldReN aFFeCted by StINky SMell
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Some families, coupled with 
extreme poverty in Bihar, 
come in the hope of earning 
and eating in a capital city 
like Delhi, so that they can 
get rid of poverty and raise 
their children properly. But in 
reality this is not happening, 
even after coming to Delhi, 
parents wanders in search of 
work, yet there is no place for 
work. So these people start 
living on the road with their 
families, because they do not 
have enough money to rent 
a good house in a safe place 
and raise their family. People 
living on the road and children 
have to face many problems 
every day. When one of our 
reporters interacted with the 
children living there, they said, 
“This place has the biggest 
shortage of drinking water. We 
have to go one kilometer away 
from our homes in search of 
water. If we don’t find water 
there, then we have to travel 
around 5 kilometer and if there 

In Noida, children from Bihar, 
U.P, Uttarakhand and Badaun 
are found to be doing different 
types of work. When the 
Balaknama journalist interacted 
with these children, he got to 
know that these children are 
working here under compulsion 
as their family’s economic 
conditions are not so good. 
During the conversation, 
Children said, “If we children 
will not work then will not be 
able to survive.” Some children 
said, “There is no elder brother 
or sister in our family because of 
this, we have to do child labor.”  
Telling about his situation, 
a 15-year-old Shankar said, 
“There are five sisters in my 
house who are yet to get married. 
That’s why I work at a younger 
age so that my five sisters can 
easily get marry.” When the 

There is a place in Noida, whose 
name has been kept secret, were 
there are almost 400 to 500 slums 
and buildings are built. Half 
of the slums do have a proper 
facility of toilets but other halves 
are still not getting the facility 
of toilets. Due to this the people 
living in those slums have to go 
in the open areas or grounds to 
defecate. The problem is that 
when the parents go to defecate, 
they do not face any kind of 
problems but when the young 
girls go there, some alcoholic 
boys make their videos and 
upload them on the net. On 
interacting with these girls we 
got to know about it properly. 
They said, “There are many 
shrubs and herbs in the backyard 
of this ground and the boys hide 

The journalist of Badhte 
Kadam organized a support 
group meeting with the 
children. All the children of 
the Badhte Kadam, during this 
meeting the children discussed 
their problems in details. The 
most serious problems were 
reported by the teammates was 
that the MCD workers. They 
have a duty to clean the roads 
and gutters etc.. But these 
people do not do this. These 
MCD workers give greed of 
some pennies to the rag picker 
children whom they find in 
dirty clothes and tell them 
to do the worker’s work. If 
the children deny doing their 
work, they threaten them to 
kill. That’s why these innocent 
children have to the work of 
MCD workers also. Some 
people say that children deny 

There are almost 30 to 42 
families living in the slum of 
Monday market, Noida. They 
earn by making broom sticks 
from the date palm leaves. The 
special and unique thing about 
them is that they bring date 

palm leaves from Rajasthan in 
a truck as there is no date palm 
plantation in nearby areas of 
Delhi. They work really hard 
for making a single broom 
stick. The only thing is that 
most of the youngsters are 
also involved in this work. 
As you can see in the picture, 
children keep on throwing the 
leaves on the sharp iron rod. 
Telling about their situation, 
14 years old boy, Rahul said, 
“Our parents do tie the date 
palm leaves as a broom stick 

do PeoPle behaVe lIke thIS WIth 
US dUe to oUR dIRty ClotheS?

PaReNt’S thINkING; 
SPoIlING ChIldReN’S lIFe

Talkative reporter Kuldeep 
and reporter Jyoti

Talkative reporter Neelesh 
and reporter Shambhu

Talkative reporter Shambhu

Talking reporter Nilesh 
and reporter Shambhu

Talkative reporter Pappu 
and reporter Shambhu

ChIldReN haVe to WaNdeR FoR WateR alSo

theSe INNoCeNtS WIll alWayS haVe to FaCe thIS?

WIll yoU lISteN to the aPPeal oF GIRlS?

is shortage of water them we 
children have to live without 
drinking water only. In such 
situation, when we feel thirsty 
and are not able to control, we 
have to drink the dirty water 
which is given to the plants 
in the parks.” They further 
added, “At times, when there is 
availability of water, then also 
we children only have to go 
there to fill water. Due to this, 
we children have to face many 
problems. As we have to cross 
a ring road for filling drinking 
water. There are always cars 
passing by at very high speed 
and then the ay by which e used 

reporter interacted with the 
children working forcibly in 
the grocery shop the children 
shared their problems with him. 
Children said, “We children also 
want to go to study but due to our 
poor economic condition are 
unable to.” Similarly, the story 
of children working at button 
shops is also painful. Describing 
their work and problems, they 
said, “We have to face many 
difficulties while doing this 
work. At times our eyes also 

to fill is even more dangerous.” 
Telling about the way they 
collect water and bring it to 
their home, they said, “We 
children carry a stall with us on 
which we bring 9 to 10 cans of 
5 to 20 kilolitres. We always 
fear that accident might get 
happen with us.” Asking for 
some help, they further added, 
“We want that the government 
should provide drinking water 
facility by which we don’t have 
to wander here and there for 
filling water and don’t have to 
face such problems. It is their 
responsibility to provide proper 
drinking water facilities.”

pain due to regular working of 
making small buttons. While 
working, they also afraid of 
getting hurt by the machine’s 
needle. We are very disturbed 
due to this. We cannot even leave 
this work.” Asking for help, they 
further added, “We children 
want that our government should 
make some decisions and rules 
so that we children don’t have to 
do child laboring. We can get rid 
of this work and can go to school 
for studying.”

here only. We girls want to get 
rid of this problem as soon as 
possible. In the morning, we 
go with our parents to defecate 
but whenever we feel going 
there in the afternoon, we feel 
very unsafe and are afraid to 
go. During the day time, our 
mothers are also not at home 
as they also go for work. We 
don’t even have someone 
else with whom we can to the 
ground to defecate.” Telling 
more about their problems, the 

girls said, “At times, they not 
only make our videos but they 
also comment on us, by hearing 
them we seriously feel very bad 
and ashamed.” Asking for help 
and showing a positive nature, 
they further added, “We girls 
know that our Prime Minister 
Shree Narendra Modi listens to 
the poor people very fast and he 
even help them out as soon as he 
can. We girls are also requesting 
him to provide the facility of 
public toilets in our slum also so 
that we don’t have to face such 
situations. We also know that he 
loves cleanliness. He even has a 
slogan of “Clean India Healthy 
India”. We just want to move 
with this slogan. That’s why we 
girls request all of you to read this 
news properly and come forward 
to help us out from this situation 
so that we can also live safely.”

cleaning the sewage and gutters 
as there is a lot of garbage, 
excreta and all dumping. When 
anyhow some of the water and 
dirty water comes on the road 
from drain, sewage or gutters, 
how badly I stink. So you can 
make an idea that when the 
children will go inside the 
sewage or gutters for cleaning 
them, they will have to face the 
stinky smell. On interacting 
with these children, they 
said, “When we go inside the 
sewage, the human excreta gets 
on our body. The smell is so 
bad that we are not even able to 
breathe and feels suffocated.” 
Keeping their points forward, 
they said, “We want that MCD 
workers should not behave 
like this with us. Government 
has given them the work of 
cleaning. They should do 
their work by their own. They 
should themselves fulfill their 
responsibilities.”

but throwing them on the sharp 
iron rod in order to make a 
proper broom stick is our work 
only. We have to make more 
than 500 broom sticks daily, 
and then only we can survive 
here, else we children have to 
starve. The shopkeepers buy 
the broom sticks from our 
parents as Rs 5 for each stick 

and further sell 
it at higher rates 
of Rs 15 – Rs 20 
per broom stick.” 
telling more about 
the problems, a 
15 years old boy, 
Arun said, “Our 
situation is getting 
worse day by 
day as due to this 
occupation, we 
are not able to live 

at a proper place. Our parents 
always changes places in 
order to earn more amount of 
money. We children want to 
study but due to the changing 
of places, we are not able to 
go to the school. In fact, our 
parents also don’t think of 
sending us to school. They 
think that there is more money 
in this work than studying. 
Due to their old thinking, 
they are spoiling our future. 
They don’t know that they are 
playing with our lives.” 
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ChIldReN GIVING MeSSaGe to theIR PaReNtS WIll GoVeRNMeNt PRoVIde PUblIC 
toIletS FaCIlItIeS FoR USING theM FRee?

bIGGeSt ISSUe IS dISCloSed dURING the MeetING

thIS IS hoW MoNU WaS tRaPPed IN bad INFlUeNCe

Here is huge market of timbers 
in West Delhi. There are many 
things made by wood in his 
market like chairs, almirah, 
tables, sofa etc.. Mostly, there 
are children in a large number 
working in this market. These 
children are either belongs to 
villages or anyhow brought there 
by someone else. They don’t 
even get the proper amount of 
money for their work. Their 
parents have been lie that they 
should send their children to 
Delhi. There they will do some 
work and will also be able to go 
to the school. They will earn 
good amount of money by 
becoming a writer. 
On further investigation, our 
reporter got to know that the 
children are being brought here 
by their relatives only. They lie 
to their parents and say, “I will 
take your child with myself to 
Delhi. There he can learn some 
work and can also go to school 
for studying.” But these children 
never go to school. Instead they 
are being brought to this timber 
market and are forced to do the 
work of making wooden items. 
Expressing their pain, children 
said, “We are not able to do this 
work properly, still these people 
are forcing us to do this work. If 
we talk about our villages, the 
relatives and contractor beat us 
and threaten us to kill. At times, 
when we repeat the same thing 
of going back to village, they do 
not give us dinner. We have to 
starve for the whole night. Due 
to this fear only we children are 

Reporter Chetan working here only.”
Telling about the problems they 
have to face during work, they 
said, “We children are not able 
to cut down the timber properly. 
When we are being told to cut 
the timber by using the machine, 
we get afraid as we have a fear 
of getting hurt by the machines. 
As the timber is so heavy, when 
we put it in the machine, we 
are not able to hold it properly. 
This might result in accidents 
like cutting our hands. While 
cutting the timber, the smoke 
and pollution coming out of it 
so unhealthy that we are not able 
to breathe properly. We are not 
even getting the masks to wear 
while working. At times, when 
we fall ill due to this pollution, 
we do not even get the proper 
treatment.”
Spreading awareness, they 
further added “Through the 
medium of this newspaper, 
we children want to spread a 
message that as we are being 
fooled by our close relatives 
only, nobody else should do 
this thing with any child. We 
hope that we will surely get out 
of it very soon. We also want 
to tell parents that they should 
not send their child with any of 
their relatives. We hope that the 
parents will surely read it and 
will be aware from the next time. 
We also hope that soon some of 
you will surely come to us for 
knowing the proper situation and 
torture we are being facing. We 
know that you people will help 
us out so that we can get back to 
our villages and live happily with 
our parents.”

The name of the town we 
are referring to is being kept 
confidential. In this settlement, 
there are more than 1,500 slums. 
Sadly, there is not even a single 
public toile in this slum. That 
is why all parents and children 
go to the forest to defecate. 
This news has already been 
published by the "Balakanama" 
team, which has so much effect 
that a lavatory has been built 
by the government in this 
slum. Convenience charges are 
levied on this toilet. Therefore, 
parents and children are still 
being forced to go to forests to 
defecate.
The second problem is that 
the two workers are being 
kept to look after the toilets 
for there proper cleaning by 
the government but they are 
not doing their work properly. 
Instead they are forcing small 
innocent children, whom they 
found in the parks when they 
play, to clean the toilets. Telling 
about the proper situation, 

A meeting was organized 
under Balaknama Workshop. 
In this meeting, talkative 
reporters of Balaknama 
from different places have 
participated. The main head 
of this meeting was Sureena 
Madam, who came for this 
meeting from out of Delhi. 
During the conversation, 
talkative reporters shared the 

One of or reporters organized a meeting with 
the children living at the railway stations. 
In this meeting, children talked about the 
compulsions due to which they are living on 
the railway stations. Telling about them, a 
10 years old boy, Monu said, “I used to live 
happily in the village with my family. But 
since the day my mother married to a second 
man, my life has become hell. He daily used 
to drink alcohol and torture me. I tolerated 
it for some days. Few days later, he stopped 
torturing me but there was no betterment in his 

life. That was time when I decided to live on 
the station. I started feeling like if I will say at 
home; my step father will surely kill me. That’s 
why I run away from my home and come here 
at Agra cantt railway station. I thought that 
now I will live happily but even after running 
from home I had to starve for whole one day. 
There was nobody to serve me some food. The 
next day, I was very happy as there as a person 
who fed me. I was missing my mother very 
badly. Even after all the torture, I still wanted 
to go back to my home. I told my story to that 
man. After listening to my story, he promised 
me that he will definitely take me to my village 
and asked me to live at his home for that day. 

Listening to him, I got very excited and 
went to his home. He gave me tasty food 
for that night. In the morning, when I 
said to go back to my village, he took me 
to a tea stall and told me that from now 
onwards that tea stall is my village. At 
present, I work at this shop only. I miss 
my home very badly. Whenever I talk 
about my home, this man threatens me to 
beat and kill that’s why I never share my 
story and feelings with anybody.” Asking 
for some help he further added, “I want 
that someone should come for me to help 
me to go back to my village. Also some 
facilities should be provided so that we 
can also live a respectful live.”

Talkative reporter Mangal 
and Reporter Jyoti 

Talkative reporter Afzal, 
Gayatri and reporter 
Shambhu 

Talkative reporter Priyanka and Reporter 
Poonam

15 years old boy, Kanhaiya 
(changed name) said, “These 
workers do not look after the 
toilets at all. They greed the 
children by saying that if we 
will clean the toilet he will allow 
us to use it for free. But do not 
do it at all. Instead they make 
them run away from there. If 
children try to say something 
then they threaten to kill and 
beat them. We children really 

news and stories including 
the problems of children from 
the places they belong to. The 
main topic of the meeting was 
‘The situation and conditions 
of street and working children 
in their places?’ 
First talkative reporter sharing 
the problems of children said, 
“The main problem at present 
in our slum is that we don’t 
have any public toilets in our 
area due to which girls have 
to go out to defecate, while 
this they have to face many 
problems.” The talkative 
reporter further added, 
“When the girls go out to 
defecate, some elder persons 
try to misbehave with them. 
In order to save them from 
the harassment, their parents 
have used clothes to make 
the washroom so that their 
daughters don’t have to face 
the harassment. But according 
to some girls, there is bridge 
over the washroom. Some 
boys and men stand there and 
try to see them from the top.”

want to get rid of this problem.  
We want that people should not 
use us like this. Public toilets 
should be free of cost, at least 
in the slums. We children also 
want that in this slum of such 
a large population, government 
should create some more toilets 
in proportion to the population 
and should also allow them to 
use it for free so that we can use 
it without any problem.”

Another talkative reporter, 
sharing the problems of 
the children who live at the 
railway stations, said, “Do 
you know why the children 
living at the railway stations 
are always in dirty clothes? 
There is a big reason behind 
it. The children do not have 
many clothes. They only have 
single set of clothes, which 
they wear. That’s why they 
remove their clothes while 
bathing in order to save their 
clothes from getting wet. If 
anyhow their clothes get wet, 
they have to wait for them till 
they don’t dry and have to 
roam here and there without 
cloths only. There are some 
men who take intoxicants. 
When they see the children 
nude, they harass them and 
obscene them. If they deny 
following their orders and 
doing sexual acts, they often 
threaten them. That’s why the 
children living at the railway 
stations prefer to be in dirty 
cloths.”

CoNtaCt theSe toll FRee 
NUMbeRS IF yoU FaCe aNy 

PRobleM.

ChIldReN'S helP 
lINe NUMbeRS

Child line NumberX 

1098 
Police Helpline NumberX 

100
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WIll MCd WoRkeRS FUlFIll the ChIldReN’S WISheS?

We alSo WaNt to Get RId oF thIS hoRRIble lIFe

bad INFlUeNCe oF the eVIl PeRSoN oN the ChIldReN

This news is of a place in 
Noida, whose name has been 
kept secret. There are many 
families who came from Bengal 
and Kolkata to Noida in order 
to earn something for their 
survival. Their parents word 
hard for them. They have to 
leave their young children at 
home only as they have to go 
out for working. When these 
innocent children are alone at 
home, some elder rag pickers 
come to their slum and ask them 
to clean the garbage. According 
to some investigation, these 
elder rag pickers force children 
to clean the garbage. If they 

One of our journalists organized 
a support group meeting in 
the Sadar Bhatti area of Agra 
cantt. During ths meeting, 
people related to Badhte Kadam 
discussed their problems in 
detail. In the starting, people 
first introduced themselves and 
then discussed the problems 

den doing so, they threaten 
them to kill and torture them. 
So the children also follow 
their orders. Due to their fear, 
innocent children don’t even 
share this with anybody. On 
investigating the nearby areas, 
we got to know that there is a 
place in Noida, where buildings 
are being broken day by day. 
These elder rag pickers collect 
the garbage from there only and 
then force the innocent children 
to clean it. On interacting with 
some children, we got to know 
that these rag pickers pay them 
for their work but a very less 
amount of Rs 10 – Rs 20 and if 
they ask more, they either scold 
them or make them run away 
from the place. 

Talkative reporter Arif and 
reporter Shambhu

Talkative reporter Priyanka 
and reporter Poonam

Talkative reporter Ashish 
and reporter Shambhu

We have often seen that 
the children learn from all the 
things they are surrounded 
with irrespective it’s good 
or bad. There is news we got 
to know that there is place 
where girls and boys does not 
talk properly with each other. 
There are some innocent 
young girls who go there to 
fill water. These innocent girls 
try to do the same things they 
see doing those elder girls and 
boys. They often try to perform 
the bad acts they see them 
ding with each other. There is 
a bad impact on these girls. 
When the reporter interacted 
to their parents regarding this 
issue, they said that there is 

C h i l d r e n 
belonging to Bihar 
are often found 

Reporter chetan

Reporter Shambhu

bad eNVIRoNMeNt; yoUNG 
GIRlS aRe oN the WRoNG Path

nothing wrong in whatever 
the youngsters are doing with 
each or talking with each 
other. They further said, “It is 
only wrong because they talk 
filthy in open areas and often 
walk by putting their hands 
on each other’s shoulders. It’s 
all because of their age. It’s 
their ‘Age effect’.” Suggesting 
something, they said, “There 
should be some arrangements 
or facilities given to these 
youngsters so that our innocent 
girls can’t see them doing all 
these things. Whatever these 
youngsters are doing, it has a 
very bad impact on our girls 
too. They are also roaming with 
other boys.” Telling about the 
problems, they further added, 
“Due to these youngsters, our 

is bad.” Sharing his story, he 
further added, “When we 
were in Bihar, the police used 
to torture us a lot. We thought 
that we will go to Noida so 
that we can live happily with 
our families. But here it’s even 
worse than Bihar. We are 
facing many more problems. 
Sharing their problems, a 
12 years old girl, Lakshmi 
(changed name) said, “When 
we go at metro stations to sell 
balloons, police and other 
committee members torture 
us. They often burst our 
balloons. In order to get rid 
off this problem, some of us 
have started to beg but still are 
unable to get out it. Policemen 
sill beat us.” Another 15 years 
old boy, Varun (changed 
name) said, “At present, we 
don’t have any place to live 
at. That’s why we wander here 
and there. We are spending 
our lives on footpaths still 
policemen don’t feel anything 
for us. When our parents cook 
food, they throw water on the 
stoves (Chulha). At times, they 
often throw the cooked food 
too.” Asking for some love 
and care, he further added, 
“It’s our humble request to all 
of you and all the policemen 
that please don’t misbehave 
with us. We are also the future 
in India. Please don’t look us 
with filthy eyes.”

girls are ready to run away 
from the homes. If we threaten 
them to beat or scold they 
threaten us to cut their hands 
and die.” Sharing about a recent 
incident, they said, “Recently, a 
15 years old girl ran away from 
her home and married to a boy. 
At present, her parents have 
separated them but they are 
very sad and disturbed. They 
want to get rid of this problem.” 

Parents also shared their 
problems with their children 
but they are not ready to listen to 
them. Instead they abuse them. 
Sharing a humble request, the 
parents said, “We want that 
there should be a regular visit 
of police in our slum so that 
our innocent girls should not 
follow the wrong path.”

they are facing in the slum. 
Some people said, “The main 
and big issue is that our slum 
is always unclean. There is a 
ground near our slum, people 
used to throw wastes in that 
ground.” On interacting 
with some parents we got to 
know that there is no facility 
for throwing garbage near 
the slum so people use that 
ground as a dump yard.” Some 

children further explained their 
problems, they said, “There 
is a huge mountain of garbage 
in this ground. We innocent 
children are getting trapped 
due to this garbage. Our parents 
don’t live here in the house for 
the whole day. They leave the 
house in the morning for work. 
We are the real sufferers as we 
have to live here only. When 
we play in this ground and eat 
something, flies comes and 
sits on our food due to which 
we are falling ill on a regular 
basis. We children even made 
a group and tried to make our 
parents understand the fact 
that they should not use the 
ground as a dump yard but 
they are not listening to us. hats 
why we children want that at 
least once the MCD workers 
should clean the ground and 
put a notice board here to not 
to dump the garbage there so 
that our parents will be threaten 
by the government. If still 
they throw the garbage, there 
should be proper penalties and 
punishment for them.” 

WIll PolICe 
lISteN to 

the VoICeS 
oF INNoCeNt 

kIdS?

begging in Noida. There is big 
reason behind it. Let us talk 
about it in details. When our 
reporter saw some children 
sitting under the bridges 
on Noida Metro and selling 
balloons, he went there to talk 
to them. At first, children were 
afraid of him but when the 
reporter introduced himself, 
one of them said, “Our destiny 

At present, there are many 
families in West Bengal and 
Bihar, facing difficulties. In 
order to fight their problems, 
they have move to Noida. 
But still they are not able to 
overcome empowerment. 
According to a lady, Mrs. 
Kamli Devi, who belongs 
to West Bengal, they have 
come here in search of some 
work. Sharing her story, she 
further added, “Me husband 
has searched for work in 
Noida but was unable to find 
any. Under compulsions, 
we women have to do work 
for our survival. If we also 
deny to work the how will 
we survive? We will have to 
starve.” Telling more about 

her home, she said, “We have 
taken this house (Jhuggi) on 
rent. When we deny paying 
the rent on time, the owner 
of the slum gets angry and at 
times threatens us to leave this 
place. That’s why we have 
started to work households 
in buildings to earn money 
for our survival. We do have 
infants and young children, 
as we take care of them, our 
young children of around 12 
to 13 years of age look after 
their siblings.” The reporter 

then interacted with these 
children who look after the 
infants or siblings. These girls 
said “When our parents are 
out for work, only we have to 
the whole household works. 
We have to look after our 
siblings also we are the only 
ones whom have to cook the 
food also. We don’t like all 
these work.” Sharing more 
they further added, “When 
our siblings defecate, we just 
can’t clean it properly as we 
ourselves are too young for 

all these works. Our parents 
leave for work in the morning 
at 8 am and come back in 
the evening around 5-6 pm. 
During this time, we only 
know how hard it is for us to 
look after our siblings and 
take care of the house too.” 
Sharing everyone’s problems, 
a 12 years old girl, Sapna 
said, “Due to all these works, 
we girls can’t even go out to 
play. We are locked in our 
own houses. At times, when 
our sibling starts crying, it 
becomes very hard for us 
to stop them from crying.” 
Asking for a innocent help, 
she further added, “Just to get 
out of all these problems, we 
children want that our parent 
should get a proper job at a 
place, where we can play and 
live our lives too.”
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Talkative  Reporter Shiva 
and Chetan

Talkative Reporter Rajveer 
and Reporter Chetan

Talkative reporter Jaswant 
and Deepak

Reporter Shambhu

Let us know about Sonia 
and Shiva. During past, hey 
both used to live happily with 
their family. � eir father used 
to work as a mistry and mother 
used to look a�er infants or 
small children. One day, when 
their father went to work, he 
suddenly got unhealthy. Due 
to poor economic conditions, 
he did not pay much attention 
towards his health. When 
his health got worse, the 
family members took him 
to the hospital, where he got 
admitted and died. Due to 
the father’s carelessness, their 
family has to pay. At present, 

� is painful news is of a 
8-year-old, Rajveer. Rajveer 
lives with his family in a 
settlement settled in West 
Delhi. � ere are 9 members 
in Rajvir's family. Five sisters 
and two brothers have been 
married; one of them is 
staying in the house because 

13 years old boy, Jaswant 
used to live happily in a 
village in Uttar Pradesh with 
his family. His father used to 
work in his village for their 
survival. One day, accidentally 
his father died in an accident. 
� ere is a deep well in this 
village. One cow fell down in 
this well, his father died while 
saving this cow’s life. � e 
sad thing is that, his mother 
was a patient of diabetes. 
She should take care of her 
properly but a�er his father’s 

� is news is about boy 
who is in need of your help 
very badly. We are sharing 
his news with you so that he 
can get some help from you. 
His name is Pramod. He is 
13 years old and belongs 
to Chhattisgarh. Due to 
poor economic conditions, 
his parents brought him to 
Noida sector 74. You must be 
thinking that why you should 
help this child. 

First let us know more 
about this child, for this let 
me take you to his past. In 
past, Pramod used to live 

WILL SONIA AND SHIVA EVER
GET TO GO TO THE SCHOOL?

WILL YOU HELP OUT RAJVEER?

ARE YOU ABLE TO GIVE ANSWERS TO JASWANT’S QUESTIONS?

Sonia and Shiva are working 
very hard but still are not able 
to earn su� cient money for 
their survival.  Shiva works on 
a tea stall and Sonia works in 
a Kothi. 

According to both of them, 
when their father was alive, 
they did not have to face such 
problems but a�er his death, 
they are facing many horrible 
problems. Telling about them, 
Shiva said, “� e owner of 
the tea shop is very bad. If by 
mistake I did anything, he used 
to scold me and at times he 
even try to beat me. If anyhow 
a glass is broken, he cuts my 
salary for that also. Even a�er 
all this torture I have to work 
there only. I have to work here 

her husband and she had a 
fight and divorced her. Rajvir's 
parents also work hard to raise 
the cost of the house, yet they 
are unable to collect enough 
money for their survival.  
At present, Rajveer is also 
engaged in earning money 
for his family’s survival. At 
present, he used to beg at red 
lights from morning 6 am till 
night 9 pm in West Delhi. He 

death, she was not taking 
care of her health properly. 
Her health was getting worse 
day by day. Even a�er telling 
all the people she did not 
went to the doctor for proper 
treatment and due to this she 

for my family’s survival. I am 
so young that even if I go to 
any new shop, they do not give 
me any kind of work instead 
they tell me to go there when 
I turn 18 years old.”

Similarly, telling about her 
pain and problems, Sonia said, 
“Owner of my Kothi is not that 
bad, but still I don’t want to 
work there. I also want to go 
to school like other children 
but due to family’s condition 
I am not able to continue my 
studies.” Telling more, both of 
them said, “We both want that 
someone should help us and 
took all the responsibility of 
our family so that we both can 
get rid o� our works and can 
also go to school.”

also died one day.  A�er his 
mother’s death, Jaswant was 
all alone. He does have 2 elder 
brothers and sisters but his 
brothers are living separately 
with their wives and sister 
is also married. His brother 
does not bother anything 
related to him but his sister 
did. She brought him with 
her to South Delhi. She made 
him stay with he in her own 
house. His sister also works in 
a factory in order to survive. 
She gets Rs 7000 per month. 
� eir economic condition is 
not so good that they can send 
him to school.

THE OWNER TORTURES THE 
CHILDREN SOMETHING IN THIS WAY

ELDERS TRAPPING INNOCENT
CHILDREN FOR WRONG THINGS

During a survey in West 
Delhi, when the reporters tried 

condition of the children living 
there, they got to know that they 

Let us know the reason behind 
the large number of children 
doing child laboring in this area. 
Children are not happy with the 
work they are doing like making 
rubber bands, working in grocery 
shops and factories, etc.. Sharing 
about their problems, children 
said, “We are not happy with 
the work we are doing. We hate 
working in the factories because 
of the owner. He doesn’t give 
us our salary on time and also 
behave rudely with us.” The 
children working in grocery 
shops said, “The behavior of 
the shopkeepers is also the 
same. They also don’t talk to us 
properly instead even abuse us.” 
The children took the reporter to 

During the visit, talkative 
reporter came to know that 
there is a settlement in West 
Delhi whose name has 

atmosphere of this settlement 
is very dirty. There are some 
elder men in this settlement 
who are wandering around 
the whole day. The children 
living in the slums are having 
the wrong effect. According 
to the parents, recently a child 
has been trapped in these elder 
people’s wrong things. The 
name of that child has also 

news. At past, the child used to 
go to school regularly to study. 
But now, since being trapped 
in the accompaniment of these 
people nowadays, he does not 
even listen to his parents. He 
never stays at his home. Some 
children told us about this child. 
They said, “Though he leave 
his home for school but he 
never goes there. Children say 

Reporter Deepak

Talktime reporter Mukesh 
and Reporter Chetan

the child who has been through 
all these problems. When the 
reporter interacted with this 
child, the child started crying. 
He said, “Few months back, I 
used to go to a       shop. I always 
used to go there on time but one 
day, I went late. The owner of the 
shop started behaving rude with 
me and even abused me. When 
I offended him by saying that 
why is he abusing me, he started 
beating me and thrown me out the 

When I asked him for my salary, 
he started putting false blame 
on me of stealing. At present, a 
boy of 7 years is working there. 
He is also facing the same rude 
behavior.” Asking for some 
respect and care, he further 
added, “We children just want 
that this type of rude behavior 
should not be done with us. The 
people, who do so, should be 
given proper punishment for this, 
so that we children can also live 
safely and happily.”

that although this child comes 
out of the house on the pretext 
of the school, but does not go 
to school. He keeps roaming 
around with bad elder people. 
When his parents came to know 
about it, they got very angry and 
threatened to kill him.” Even 
after all this, there is no change 
in this child. He is not ready to 
leave those elder men. When 
his father started carrying him 
to his work place, he even tried 
to run away from there also. In 
order to understand the whole 
situation, the journalist tried to 
talk to this child so that he can 
get to know the proper reason 
due to which he is not leaving 
the bad company of those elder 
men. But journalists also failed. 
To escape this, the children 
living there suggested and said, 
“In order to save us from the 
trap of these elder men, police 
should help us to threaten them 
and making them leave this area 
so that they should not trap any 
other children. We just want 
that no more innocent should 
play with his life.”

Some questions of Jaswant

get the right to study?

to work hard for some 
pennies in order to 
survive?

such torture?

says, “If my parents get a job 
then I do not need to beg for 
help. I also don’t like to beg. 
� e persons whom I beg, 
they also don’t understand 
my situation. � ey abuse 
me and say that this is my 
daily work. I literally hate it 
very much. I want someone 
to help me to improve my 
family status so that we do 
not have to beg.”

WILL YOU HELP THE UNAIDED PRAMOD?
happily in Chhattisgarh with 
his family. His father used to 
work in village, and mother 
was a house helper. When he 
was born, his legs were very 
weak. Due to poor economic 
conditions, his parents did 
not showed much interest in 
his health and continued with 
their work. After 10 years, 
his leg’s condition got much 
worse. He was not even able to 
stand properly. Whenever he 
tries to stand or walk, he used 
to fall. His parents thought 
that this is normal. Nearby 
people also said that children 
do fall, there is nothing to 
worry about. When he was 

for checkup. Listening to his 
mother, his father started 
torturing her and thrown 
her out of the house. His 
mother took him with her and 
wandered here and there in 
search of some help and was 
unable to. 

� ere were some people 
who used to work in Noida. 
� ey suggested her to come 
to Noida and told her that 
they will surely give her some 
work. Listening to them, she 
le� her village and come to 
Noida carrying his child, 
Pramod, with the other 
villagers. At present, she is 
doing laboring work. She used 

to carry Pramod wherever she 
goes to work. On interacting 
with his mother, she said, 
“I always keep my eyes on 
Pramod even if I am indulged 
in some work. I have to do so 
because now his condition 
has become so worst that 
he will lay down at the same 
place where I will leave him to 
sleep. Even if he wants to go 
to washroom, I have to carry 
him on my shoulders.”

We Balaknama team 
request you to help him by 
doing any possible thing. 
So that he can get a proper 
medical help and can stand 
on his own.

11 years old, he was unable to 
walk. � at was the time when 
his mother asked his father 
to take him to the hospital 
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We are sharing some photos related 

to these moments with you.
Let us know the situation of 

children a�er their parent’s death. 
One of our journalists went to meet 
such children to know about their 
pain and problems they have to face. 
� eir stories are so touching that even 
the journalist also got teary eyes while 
listening to them. We are keeping the 
name of the child secret in this news. 

Sharing their stories, a 15 years 
old girl said, “12 years before, when 
our parents were alive, we did not 
have to face any problem in our life. 
Since our parent’s death, we are facing 
many problems. In order to survive, 
we children are doing child laboring.” 
She further added, “Whomsoever we 
call mother and father, they only stab 

This horrible news is of a 10 years old 
boy, Gopal (changed name). To know 
about the reason why are we saying his 
news “Horrible”, you should know more 
about him. Let us tell more about him. 

At present, Gopal is working at a 
place in Noida, whose name has been 
kept secret, in a garage. Before, he used 
work in a cycle shop but he had to leave 
his job due to the rude behavior of the 
shop owner. First, let us tell you that 
what was the reason that a 10 years old 
boy has to work?

Gopal used to live happily with his 
family. But few years ago, his father 
died and a�er his death, his mother got 
mentally weak. She cannot look a�er 
her child, Gopal, properly. She used 
to roam with unknown men, due to 
which Gopal has to starve whole day. 
� ere was nobody to help him out. His 
friends also used to tease him and the 
nearby people also used to taunt him a 
lot due to which he started living less 
with his mother. He started himself 
for his survival. Even a�er all the bad 

A 10 year old Devendra is 
working hard to complete the 
dream of studying at a colony in 
Jankipuram, Lucknow. It seems that 
due to poor economic conditions, 
he will never be able to ful�ll his 
dreams. Devendra says that he used 
to study in his village in the past 
but due to poor family situation, his 
family came to Lucknow. 

Devendra's father drives a car for 
running family expenses. Mother 
works in a Kothi like sweeping. 
Devendra is currently running a 
small shop of Gutka, Pan, Salt, etc. 
in his colony so that parents can get 
some economic support in running 
the household expenses. Devendra 
is not happy with this work. He said, 
“I want to study in a good school. I 

back us.” 
Telling about an incident, a 16 

years old boy said, “I live with my 
uncle and aunt. � ey both behave rude 
with us. Our aunt used to send her 
children to the school but if we request 
her to send us to go to the school, she 
runs behind us to beat us. She did not 
even allow us to talk to anybody as she 
thinks that we will speak wrong about 
her. � at’s why she threaten us to not 
talk to anybody else she will not give 
us the dinner. 

Even a�er all these tortures, we 
are still living in this society. We have 
a positive hope and thinking that one 
day will surely come when people who 
torture innocent and helpless children 
like us will have to pay for it and we 
will be safe. Not only this, but we will 
also be able to go to the school.”

WHEN WILL THAT DAY COME?

IS UNNECESSARY TAUNTING IS A GOOD THING?

WILL DEVENDRA BE ABLE TO FULFILL HIS DREAM?

Talkative reporter Krishna and 
Reporter Poonam

Reporter Shambhu

things, he was unable to ignore his 
mother. He started giving half of his 
income to his mother so that she can 
take care of her. 

Getting irritated, Gopal said, “People 

should not taunt me for my situation. It 
is not their work. My head stars aching 
listening to their taunts. I feel like I will 
get mentally unhealthy because of their 
taunts.”

don’t want to work like my parents 
and siblings.’ Asking for some help, 
he further added, “I want someone 

to help me out so that I can also 
study well and my family can also 
get rid of this situation.”

Talker Reporter Devendra and 
Reporter Aanchal

Balaknama awarded as Rashtriya 
Change Maker award at New Delhi in 
a function.

D L S A Secretary Ms. Shreya Arora 
met South Delhi Team of Balaknama.

Ms. Roopa Kapoor, member of 
National Child Rights Commission 
and Mr Yashwant Jain of Legal 
Department talked with members of 
Balaknama.

A stall of Balaknama placed at fair 
organized by HCL.

MLA from Chandni Chowk Ms. Alka 
Lamba with the team of Balaknama in 
a function.




