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World’s Unique Newspaper for and by Street and Working Children
“Balaknama is the newspaper presented by Street and Working children themselves to fight
for their own rights and problems because they are being completely ignored.

Wish You A Happy Republic Day
Number of Street Children at rise
in North India-Who will help?

Talkative reporter Priyanka, Vishal and reporter Shambhu,
Poonam, Kishan and Deepak

Members of Badhte Kadam,
recently, visited Agra, Mathura,
Ghaziabad and Lucknow,
during which they collected
information regarding the total
number of street and working
children doing child laboring
and types of work they are
indulged into. Through this
visit, the members only wanted
to tell our government that
even in today’s world children
are indulged in child labouring
and they can be easily counted
and differentiated from other
children. Members of the
organization visited 22 slums
at all the places and reported
that there are 3000 children
who are indulged in child
labouring at present. Not only
this, but through the medium
of the visit, there are many new
and shocking things which
members got to know about.

Through this visit, the members
got to know that there are a lot of
children getting indulged into
this trap at a very faster rate and
how they are getting indulged.
In Agra, children are getting
used to it more fastly. One day
will come, when each and every
child of this country will be
indulged in child labouring,
deprived of studies. Even after

having so many organizations
and government schemes, the
number of children doing child
labouring is increasing day by
day and number of children
studying is decreasing. There
is not even a single person who
knows that children are getting
trapped into labouring at this
higher rate.
During the visit, children of a
basti Malvadi, Indra Nagar of
Agra was seen doing different
types of work like some children
were selling glass-wares, some
were selling balloons, jhoomar,
wiper, doormat, flowers and
others were selling toys. On the
other hand, children of Sadar
Bhatti, Nagla Paththar Ghoda,
Lal Diggi, Jagjivan Nagar and
Jagdishpura were seen doing
works like shoe polishing, shoe
fitting, working as a waiter in
parties and marriages and girls
were indulged in house helper’s
work. Through this, we can
think that how much children

are struggling for their family’s
survival. Not only this, these
innocent children were seen
working at their homes too.
Like some were fitting shoes
of others. When asked, they
told the members that how
much struggle they undergo for
fitting a single shoe. They said,
“While fitting a shoe, at times,
the pin gets into our hands due
to which the skin of our palm is
also ruptured. We have to wake
up late at night and work in the
light of candle due to which our
eyes are getting weak and not
only this at times when we have
to polish the shoes too due to
which we are getting infected.
Due to this, we children are
facing difficulties in breathing,
and having a long term cough.”
There were children who
work as a waiter in the parties
and marriages. Sharing the
problems they face, they said,
“We have to wake up late in the
night due to which we have

severe headache and during the
day time also it is not possible
to take a proper sleep due to
regular daytime work.” Children
selling glass-wares also said
that if somehow any object gets
broke by them, then they have
to pay for it from their earnings
only.
Same like this, when the
members of the Badhte Kadam
visited Mathura, they saw
children indulged in intoxicants
at railway station. Members
took the decision of interacting
with such children. During the
conversation, our members
asked many questions like what
type of intoxication they do,
from where did they get it, and
from where they get money
for it? When asked, we got to
know that most of the children
are indulged in fights at railway
station and they learnt it from
their family members. They
said, “Seeing them, we also
continued on pg. 2

Children wish to get school building repaired soon
Talkative reporter Kanchan and reporter Poonam

This story belongs to the talkative reporters of the
Agra, who are school students at present. They got this
happiness after struggling so much. They want to study
and move forward in their lives unlike their parents. In
fact, their parents also want that their children should
not have to wander in search of work.
At present, these children are not able to study
properly in their schools. When the reporter asked
the reason, children said, “Our school building needs
a fast repairing as the walls and ceilings are almost

damaged. Our teachers know very well about this
situation but they are ignoring it. We, students, always
fear of getting hurt by some kind of accidents in the
school.”
Telling more about the worse conditions, they further
added, “During the lunch time, when we get the midday meal, dust particle enters into our food from the
wall and we have to throw the food and milk. Because
of which we have to starve till the school doesn’t ends.
We all just request you to pray and do something for
fast repairing of our school’s building so that we can
study and eat properly and peacefully.”
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EDITORIAL

A very prosperous and happy New Year to all the
readers. As you all know that street and working
children’s newspaper – Balaknama is very unique,
which is in your hands at present. Our Balaknama
reporters have found that nothing has changed
within last 12 months. In the past, 2018 also
children were trapped in child labouring. This time
our reporters have tried to find the problems and
compulsions due to which they are getting into
the dark world of child labouring and are deprived
of studies. Children are doing different work like
shoe fitting, house-helper, rag picking, etc, for their
family’s survival. It is our team’s humble request
that this New Year please do something for street
and working children so that they will remember
this year in a better way with smile on their innocent
face. Thank you for being with us and supporting us
in every possible way. ot only the human life but the
whole earth will be able to survive.”
The Editorial Board
Balaknama

How to stay clean in such cold winters
Talkative reporter Beena and reporter Shambhu,
West Delhi

and clean. Also due to this, the dirt is also getting
accumulated on our body because of which e feel

During past, the street and working children
were seen neat and clean with the help of some
social organization but at present they do not
stay clean. When the report saw such children,
he talked to them and asked, “What is the reason
for not bathing and washing your clothes?” The
children replied, “The reason for this is these
cold winters as we don’t feel like bathing due to
so cool wind. The water here is so cold that while
bathing or after bathing we shiver. The water is
kept in the night and till morning it is cold like an
ice. During the whole night dove is falling from
the sky due to which water gets cooler. We don’t
have any source of warm water near our homes.”
Due to this, children don’t want to take bath.
They will bath after getting a proper place to live
and where water can be stored such that the dove
doesn’t fall on it and it stays normal if not warm.
Children were then asked, “Do you like to stay like
this?” They replied, “No, we don’t like rather we
also want to take bath and stay neat and clean but
due to this problem we are unable to keep us neat

itchy. At times, due to itchiness, our skin ruptures
and bleed. We children just want that something
should be done so that we can get rid of this
problem and can live happily and cleanly.”

How to face dead bodies?
Talkative reporter Salman and
reporter Shambhu, Noida

This news belongs to a place,
whose name has been kept
secretive, in Noida where
more than 500 slums are
present. Most of the people
living here used to live in their
villages with their families
but have to come to Noida in
search of some kind of work
for their survival. But the sad

part is that even after coming
to a city from a village they are
not happy.
Telling about the current
situation,
children
said,
“There is a cemetery at a
distance of 500 m, where
dead bodies are being burnt
and while looking at them we
feel afraid.” Telling more, they
said, “The worst part of this
is the time when a dead body
is given tribute as that time a

very foul smell comes which
is unbearable. In order to get
away from this foul smell,
we children go to our homes
but then also we are not able
to keep ourselves away from
it. We can’t even leave this
place as we hardly manage to
earn something while living
here and our parents also
get different kind of work in
other’s homes.” Sharing their
feelings and thoughts, they

further added, “We will get
rid of this problem only when

government will listen to our
problems.”

Number of Street Children at rise in North India-Who will help?
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learnt taking intoxicants.
Mostly, we take intoxicants
in winters as our body stays
warm after taking it. Even if
we are not wearing any clothes
then also we don’t feel cool
and in fact we don’t have to
starve.” Telling about the types
of the intoxicant, they said,
“Mostly we take solution tube,
ganja, tobacco and intoxicant
injection.” Telling about the way
of earning money, they further
added, “We beg, collect garbage,
at times, some of us pick pocket.
And that’s how we manage
to earn to buy intoxicants.”
Through all the conversation
the most shocking thing we got
to know is that the elder boys,
after taking intoxicants, act
vulgar and do obscene things
with other young boys and girls.

That’s why girls are rarely seen
on the railway stations.
The members then visited
Ghaziabad to see the increased
number of street and working
children and their works.
During which it was seen
that children were selling
electronics- mobile charger,
earphones and different things
on stalls in the areas of Vijay
Nagar, Vaishali, Ghaziabad
railway station etc. On
interaction, children said, “We
are forced to do this work as we
belong to very poor families.
We don’t even go to school
for studying as the school is
very far and we rarely stay at
one place for longer duration.
Due to work, we have to travel
from one place to other with
our families and there are no
organizations which can help us
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for studying in those areas. Due
to poor economic conditions,
we have to do this work leaving
our childhood behind and
working for our survival.”
Similarly, the members of the
organization did a survey in
the capital of Uttar Pradesh,
Lucknow. Officers are working
really hard to stop child
laboring in Lucknow but are
still unsuccessful. Number of
children getting indulged into
child labouring is getting higher
day-by-day. When our reporter
crossed the railway crossing and
went the families living there
to know about their problems,
they saw some young girls of
age group 11 to 17 years, selling
fishes. These girls go early in
the morning to sell the fishes.
When our reporters went to the
market, they saw that there were
many people buying fishes from
their shops. Young girls were
selling fishes by cutting them.
They were not at all afraid of the
sharp knife by which they were
cutting the fishes. There should
be books and pencils in place
of sharp knives in their hands.
When our reporters interacted
with them, and asked, “What
do you do for the whole day and
don’t you study?” They said,
“We sell fishes in the market
with our parents and after
coming back to home we have

to do household works. Nobody
in interested in teaching and
talking to us. That’s why we
don’t go to school. There are
many people who come to meet
us and say that they will come
to teach us but nobody came. If
someone comes, they can’t stay
here for longer duration as it is
not easy for them to get familiar
with us as they hate us. People
say that we stink like fish that’s
why we do not prefer to go to
school. Yes, if someone is ready
to accept us and understand us,
we are ready to study. We also
want to study and have a better
future.”
As we can see the current
situation of Lucknow then you
can imagine how bad it must be
in other areas. If we want to do
something against it so firstly,
e have to start it by the bottom
and have to interact with the
street and working children so

that we can know the problems
they are facing in their lives
because of which they are
getting trapped into the world
of child labouring. By this we
can say that whosoever taking
advantage of young children
are not children loving. They
are earning very huge profit
in their work through the
medium of child labouring
but still not giving the proper
money to the children. Such
people are living a better life
then the children working as
house-helpers, sell fishes in
the market and drive rickshaw.
There is a need of looking at
such children too. How is it
possible to save our future
when present children are
getting deprived of studies?
Our government is still
unsuccessful in saving street
and working children from
child labouring.

World’s Unique Newspaper for and by Street and Working Children

3

Street children struggle to get
empty liquor bottles for survival
Balaknama Bureau

While returning from a visit, Balaknama reporters saw
some children standing on alcohol shop. During the
interaction, the children said, “We belong to very poor
families. Our families are shifted in this area in order to
earn for our survival and we are standing here to collect

empty bottles which drinkers throw here after drinking.
And we sell them to the prawns. The money we earn
is given to our parents.” Telling more in details, they
further added, “This work is not safe for children like us
as the drunken people try to torture us. They order us
to bring some eatable and water. If we deny doing this,
they threaten us to beat that’s why we have to follow their

In absence of Aadhaar Card,
children forced to beg
Reporter Deepak

This news belongs to a place
of East Delhi, where more
than 700 homes are present.
The sad thing is that most
of the families are deprived
of studies in this area. With
the help of a survey, we got
to know that because of not
having proper documents
children are not able to get
admission in the schools.
During the conversation with
the people living in this area
we got to know that having
proper and full documents
is very much important
for children in order to get
admission and benefits of
the schemes and facilities,

schools are providing to them.
The worse thing is that the
parents suffering due to this
are sending their children for
begging in order to survive.
Sharing about their feelings,
children said, “We don’t like
to beg. We are forced due to

our compulsions. We want
you to help us in order to get
rid of this problem so that we
can live peacefully and look
forward to get educated.” The
reporter then asked, “What
do you mean by getting free
and living peacefully?” The
children replied, “We want
government to provide us our
Aadhaar cards because our
parents don’t have enough
money for making our adhaar
cards.” The reporter asked,
“People ask you to pay for
making adhaar cards?” The
children replied, “Yes, Each
and every shop, our parents
went, they were asked for
a hug amount for making
adhaar card.”

orders.” On interacting more, one child said, “There is
a dirty drain near the shop which stinks badly and the
people throw waste and empty bottles in that only. We
children have to enter into that drain in order to collect
the bottles due to which our body gets dirty and at times,
we fall ill. We children request you people to come
forward to help us so that we can get rid of it.”

Children in Noida
slums need bathrooms
Talkative reporter Muskan and
Reporter Kishan

People living in a basti of
Noida used to live in their
villages. Their economic
situation was not good there
that’s why they moved to
Noida so that they can earn.
Even after coming here,
they get the shelter but their
problem is yet not solved.
When the reporter interacted
with them, the children
said, “The major problem is
that there is no facility. Like
there is no facility of public
bathroom, men and boys
can take bath in open areas
but we girls don’t feel good
while bathing in an open area.
When we talk about it to our

parents they say that we are
also bathing in open area then
why can’t you, people will talk
rubbish, let them.” Telling
more, they said, “In order
to fool us, our parents have
putted and tarpaulin sheet
as a gate but that is also not
helping us.
During this, winter, season
we wait for sun shine to bath
that’s why it gets late. When
we go for bath, our parents
are already left for work and
boys took advantage of it.
When we come out after bath,
boys see us and use bad slang
for us. That’s why we girls
want that there should be a
proper bathroom facility so
that we can take bath without
anybody’s fear.”

Children’s appeal: Spread awareness among our parents
said, “There is a gas agency
shop outside our slum area.
Somehow when the cylinder
was getting filled, all the
agency caught fire. After that
incident, our parents are more
frightened.” They further said
that it’s not easy to search for
woods in these winters. They
have to wander a lot to find

a wood. If in case they are
unable to find then it’s almost
impossible to cook food in
their homes. Requesting for
some help, they said, “We
request you people to come to
our area and spread awareness
about using the gas. Please
come and tell them that it is
not dangerous to cook food

by using gas and if they will
safely use it then no accidents
will happen. Another thing
which we want our parents to
understand is that it is totally
unhealthy to use woods
for cooking as it causes air
pollution because of which
our eye itches and water
comes out of our eyes.”

We want to save ourselves from
substance abuse-Please help us
Balaknama Bureau
Talkative reporter Gudiya and
reporter Shambhu, Noida

Balaknama
reporters
organized a meeting in which
talkative children participated
with encouragement and
talked about the problems
children are facing in their
day-to-day life. One of the
major issues we got to know is
that girls are facing problems

CHILDREN's Help
line Numbers
Contact these toll free
numbers if you face any
problem.

in searching for dry woods.
As in winter season it is hard
to find dry woods pieces and
that’s why girls have to wander
more. The reporter asked,
“Why don’t you use gas for
cooking food?” The children
replied, “Our parents don’t
like to cook food on gas. Our
family members are afraid to
use the stove.” Telling about
a recent accident, children

Child line NumberX

1098

Police Helpline NumberX

100

Our
reporters
did
a
group meeting with our
talkative reporters in which
children participated with
encouragement. Telling about
the present problems they
are facing, talkative reporters
informed that the present
situation of the street and
working children is getting
worse day by day. With
some secretive reporters,
our talkative reporters got to
know that there are some elder
person who force them to
collect garbage and when they
deny collecting the garbage,
the elder ones tortures them.
Unwontedly, due to fear,
children have to do the work
of collecting the garbage. The

sad part is that, even after
collecting garbage, when they
come back to home in the
evening, they get intoxicants,
in return. Children said,
“When we give them the
collected garbage, they keep
the whole garbage and give
us intoxication tube. Due to

this, more and more children
are entering the dark world of
intoxicants.” Expressing their
fear, they said, “Government
should do something in
order to stop this intoxicants
business so that we children
can live freely and safely.”
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Children face hardships in selling mats
During the conversation,
children said, “We belong to
a very poor family that’s why
we sell mat. Our parents buy
mats from the Sadar Bazar
and then we children go to
different areas like Charmurti,
Barah-Baasai, etc, in order to
sell them. We mainly prefer
and try to walk while selling
the mat because then our
travelling money is saved.
But sadly, we feel very tired

Talkative reporter Mustkim
and reporter Shambhu, Noida

After visiting some special
places of Noida, we got to
know that there are some
children who work really hard
in order to earn some penny.
In order to interact with them
and know their problems, our
reporter went o their slum.
Let us tell you more about
them.

while walking as the mat is
too heavy. Secondly, when
we are not able to sell even a
single mat, it makes us very
sad and due to which we have
nightmares of getting into
worst situations. We are afraid
for our family’s survival. It is
our humble request to you
people that please help us to
get rid of this problem so that
we can also study and look for
a better future.”

Why do people misbehave with us?
Talkative reporter Shivani and reporter Kishan,
Noida

During a visit, we got to know that children are
living like a slave in their own homes. When our
Balaknama reporters got to know about it, we felt

very sad for them. When the reporters interacted
with them, they said, “We belong to very poor
families and our parents work hard to earn money
for our survival. When our parents are not at home,
we have to look after our siblings. We are not that
big that’s why our parents tell our neighbors to look

How to get rid
of that evil boy?

Reporter Shambhu

A meeting was organized with
all the talkative reporters of
the Balaknama in which each
and every talkative reporter
participated
and
talked
about the current problems
street and working children
are facing. Telling about the
problems, they said, “When

we go to education centers
for studying, there are some
boys who harass us.” Telling
more in details, they said, “In
past, we were not used to go
to school but with the help
of some social organizations,
we got admission in school
and e started going to school
regularly. After coming back
from school at 2 pm we go

to our convent point in order
to study and complete our
homework so that we don’t
get any problem in our school
exams. There are some boys
who stand on the way to
convent point and harass
us.” A 14 years old boy said,
“Recently, when I was going to
the convent point, there was a
boy who came and snatched
the 10 rupees note and
threaten me to beat. I stood
there for my money without
getting afraid but still he did
not give it back to me.” Other
children said, “He do the
same thing with others too.”
Another 15 years old child
said, “Our parents work really
hard to earn money for our
survival. They give us money
for our cravings but due to
that single boy we are not able
to.” Children are really afraid
of his behavior. They want that
either he should be strictly
warned to not torture them
anymore or strict actions
should be taken against him.

after us. But sadly, in place of taking care of us,
they torture us. They order us to do their work.
If we deny doing so, they lie to our parents in the
evening and then our parents beat us. The saddest
thing is that we tell our parents that they are lying
but they don’t trust us and beat us.”

Children plead
for safer roads
Talkative reporter Priyanka
and reporter Poonam

Agra, the city of Taj, is always
known for its beauty. It’s one
of those cities, where people
travel and go to see the old
and beautiful monuments,
especially Taj Mahal. But on
the other hand, if we talk
about the roads of this city,
the current situation is very
bad. People are not following
traffic rules and due to which
during our reporter’s visit, she
got to know about an accident
where 4 to 5 vehicles were
crashed. Parents are afraid to
send their children alone on
the roads of the city of Taj.

During an interaction with
some parents, we got to know
that parents are so afraid that
they don’t even want o send
their children in school buses
and that’s why children are
getting deprived of studies
and coming towards child
labouring. Children talking
about this issue said, “We want
that roads should be properly
made with good quality
materials also there should be
the facility of working traffic
lights so that we can easily
and safely cross the roads.
We hope that people who
feel unsafe while travelling in
their vehicles, may get to feel
safe in future.”

Street children in ambush of severe cold
Talkative reporter Hina and
reporter Shambhu, West Delhi

In the meeting of Balaknama
with the street and working
children of West Delhi we got
to know about the way street
and working children and
their families are facing and
surviving in the winters. They
said, “We manage to spend the
daytime, but it’s very hard to
spend the night as we have to
sleep under the open sky and

windy nights of winters. We
shiver during the whole night.
We don’t have any place to live
and hide ourselves. People
do give us warm clothes and
blankets but during the night
time, they get wet in the night
due to dove and they also
don’t provide us warmth.” Due
to this, street and working
children and families have
to take intoxicants as they
believe that intoxicants keep
their bodies warm. While
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interacting to the people and

children living on street we

also got to know that there are
more chances of falling ill. As
they can’t even have enough
money so they can’t visit the
doctor for proper treatment.
Facing such difficulties, they
requested to government and
said, “It is our humble request
to the government to provide
us shelter in the form of some
rain basera. So that e can hide
our children from this cold
winters in order to keep them
fit and healthy.”
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Heavy responsibilities on the shoulders of young children
Talkative reporter Priyanka
and reporter Poonam

This news belongs to the
street and working children
who have to work from
their childhood only. On
interacting with them we got
to know that they belong to
very poor families and hence
are forced to work due to
compulsions in the age of
playing and studying. The
name of this place is kept
suspicious so that children
should not get any kind

of problem. We hope that

through the medium of our

newspaper they get rid of their
problem at some extent and
may get to study for a better
future. Let us tell you more
about them. There is a crowdy
place in Agra, where these
children go for selling water
pouches. Sadly, there are many
big shops so people prefer to
buy water bottles from there
as compared to the pouches.
Also the shopkeepers ask for
the weekly money from them.
If they deny giving them
money, they don’t allow them
to stand near their shops.

According to the children,
that is the only place where
supply is the most. They
started giving them money,
looking this, the guard of the
shops also started asking for
money from them. Telling
about their compulsions, a
15 years old boy said, “Sadly,
we have o give money to both
of them as we know that this
is the only way of earning in
our family and if we don’t
give money to them then it
will be very difficult for us to
survive.”

Children face all odds to Will we ever get rid
of this problem?
manage their studies

Talkative reporter Muskan
and reporter Shambhu

This news belongs to a slum
in Gurugram. Children living
there said that their school is
at a distance and while going

to the school they have to face
many difficulties in their dayto-day life. The most irritating
thing they have to face is the
stray dogs. Children said,
“While going to school from
home, dogs bark at us. Not
only bark, there are children

whom dogs have bitten.
When we go out for collecting
garbage, then also they bark
at us. Due to these dogs, we
children are not able to play
outside and face problems
while going to the school.”
Telling more, they said, “In
order to leave these dogs, we
have to use a long route but
that is a solitaire road and
we fear of getting kidnapped.
Also it takes longer time to
reach the school. At times, we
get scolding from our teachers
and sometimes, have to come
back.” Requesting to the
Municipal corporation, they
said, “It is our humble request
to the municipal corporation
of our basti that please catch
the stray dogs so that we can
go to school and reach on
time. Also we can play.”

Children leaving home at
4am to collect garbage,
urge better life

Reporter Sangeeta

There is a beautiful park in
a basti of Lucknow where
many street and working
children come. These street
and working children do
different work like working as
a house helper, selling things
at railway stations and rag
picking, etc. They earn from
this work only. The problem
they face is that after earning
when they happily go to this
park in the evening, they have
to face some elder people who
are busy in gambling, taking
intoxicants and smelling
whitener. Sadly, these people

order the children to but
eatables and drinking items
for them. On denying, they
get abuses, beating and are
tortured by the elder people.
Mostly, girls are affected
due to this problem. As you
all know that during winter
season each and every person
likes to sit under the shining
sun. Children telling about
the problems, said, “Girls are
afraid to some in the park to
take advantage of sunshine.
That’s why we want that there
should be strict actions taken
against such intoxicant addicts
so that we can safely and
happily enjoy our childhood.”

Children seek right to
play, urge to save park
from drunkards

Talkative reporter Roshan and
reporter Deepak

During a visit, our Balaknama
reporters got to know that
there is a slum where many
children are living with
their families and are facing
difficulties in their regular
life. On interaction, we got
to know that these street
and working children have
to leave their homes early
in the morning at 4 am in
order to collect garbage. Our
reporter was shocked to know
about it that children have to
leave their homes in winters.
Telling about the reason, the
children said, “We wake up
early in the morning as the
place from where we collect
garbage is far from our homes
and it take hours to reach
there. If we will think of
shivering then it will be very

Reporter Deepak

difficult for us to survive, we
may have to starve.” Telling
more, they further added,
“After collecting the garbage,
we take it to our home with
our parents to clean it. While

cleaning it, we have to face
foul smell. We even feel
suffocated while doing this
work. We don’t want to do
this work but are forced to do
under compulsions.”

The situation of parks are
getting worse day by day as
drunk people and addict
people are often seen there. If
it doesn’t stop then parents will
stop sending their children to
the park. According to recent
news, there is a park, whose
name has been kept secret,
where parents were not at all
ready to allow girls to play
in this park. Somehow, after
getting aware of new things
they allowed the girls to play
in the park. But again the
same problem is coming into

their knowledge. According
to some people, people taking
intoxicants come into this
park and talk abusively and
use wrong slang by looking
at each and every single girl
coming to the park due to
which girls are not feeling
safe. Sharing their feelings,
girls said, “It is our humble
request to take some strict
actions against such people
so that we can play and enjoy
our childhood, safely. We
fear that if it won’t stop, then
our parents will not allow us
to play in the parks. We are
afraid of such restrictions.”
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Why does this priest not understand our problems?
Talkative reporter Mustkim
and reporter Kishan

There is a basti in Noida,
where most of the children
are indulged in begging.
When the reporter asked the
children about the reason,
they said, “We don’t like to
do this work but if we deny
doing this then it will become
very difficult for our family’s
to survive. The reporter then
asked, “Why do you prefer

to go out for begging on
Saturdays only?” A 12 years
old boy replied, “Saturday is
Lord Shani’s day and people
prefer to donate on this day
that’s why our parents handles
us a small dolchi with some
mustard oil. When we go
near the Lord Shani’s temple,
the priest tortures us. They
don’t listen to our problems
and think that we go there
as our daily work. Then if
we don’t get any money, our

parents get angry on us and
say that we must be playing
somewhere that’s why we
are not able to get anything.”
Another 13 years old boy said,
“When after working hard for
the whole day, our parents
behave rudely with us, we feel
very bad for ourselves. They
don’t try to understand our
problems. We wish that our
parents should not force us to
beg rather for studying, like
other students.”

We need safe drinking water

Talkative reporter Mustkim
and reporter Shambhu, Noida

During a visit in Noida, we
got to know that there are
many slums where there is
no proper facility of drinking

water. Families living there
have to go to different place
to fill water. At times, they did
not get it from there too. When
the reporter interacted with
children, they said, “There
is major issue of not having

drinking water facility in our
area. Water comes for once in
4 to 5 days only. How will we
manage to live for those 4 to 5
days without drinking water?
When we are not able to get
water from anywhere, our
parents have to buy it from
the shop and then we use for
our households and drinking
purposes.” Requesting, they
further added, “We humbly
request you people through
the medium of this news to
help us in possible way so that
we can get rid of this problem
as soon as possible else our
life will be in danger, soon. We
know how much our parents
struggle to earn some penny.
If we have to use it for buying
drinking water then how will
we survive?”

Will MCL members help street
and working children?
Reporter Sangeeta
This news belongs to the
children living in a basti
of Ameenabad, Lucknow.
Children living there collect
and sell polythene and
cardboard for their survival.
Telling about their said,
“Members of Municipal
Corporation of Lucknow
tortures us when we go
to collect polythene and
cardboard. For the whole day,
e work hard for collecting

polythene and cardboard
and at last keep it at a place.
Members of MCL torture
us and create problems in
our work. They say that they
are trying to clean the roads
and we are spreading the
garbage. They even threaten
us to remove our collected
garbage and on denying they
take it with them in their
vans.” Telling more, children
said, “MCL members say that
if we will help them in their
work, then they will allow us
to keep our
garbage there.
While doing
this work of
loading
the
garbage in the
truck, we feel
suffocated in
the foul smell.
Not only this,
but we fear of
getting hurt by
pointed things
while cleaning
the garbage.
That’s why we
request to all
the members
of Municipal
C or p or at i on
that
please
cooperate with
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us and let us do our work.
Please be a little friendly.”

Will our demands
ever get fulfilled?

Talkative reporter Muskan
and reporter Kishan

There is a slum in Noida where
people used to defecate in
open areas and have to face
many difficulties, problems
and health issues in their dayto-day life. But with the help of
our newspaper they get rid of
this problem. At present, with
the medium of Balaknama,
there are three men’s washroom
and three women’s washroom
outside this basti. But sadly,
there is no washroom for
children. Also the number of
people living in this slum is

very huge due to which men
use the women’s washrooms
too and women and children
feel unsafe and ashamed while
going to the female washroom.
They can’t even say anything to
the men regarding this. That’s
why women and girls still
defecate in open areas and are
still struggling with old same
problems and health issues.
Girls expressing their feelings,
said, “We want that there should
be girls and women washrooms
at different place from men
washroom so that we can also
use the washroom and can stay
healthy.”

Children live in
fear of fire in slums

Talkative reporter Priyanka
and reporter Poonam

As we all are well known to
the winter season and the
environmental changes, street

and working children are
hardly managing to survive
in such climate. In order to
know more, our reporter
went to some slums of Agra.
She got to know that people

living in that slum prefer to
burn woods outside their
home at the door so that their
homes can get little warm.
But truly, it is not helping
them. It is only causing air
pollution which is harmful for
the pets and children living
inside the homes. It is seen
that due to smoke, children
feel suffocated and cover
their face under the blanket
to fall asleep. According to
some people, “At times, when
children are enjoying the
normal fire, there are some
naughty children who play
with the fire. We are afraid
that they may hurt themselves
and get burn. There are some
houses made up of tarpaulin.
The members of those families
are always afraid that their
homes may get fire.”
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Children demand regular
cleaning of their slum area
Talkative reporter Riya and
reporter Shambhu, Gurgaon

During a visit in Gurgaon,
we got to know about a place
where there are 700 to 800
slums. The major problem
people living there are facing
is the foul smell. When our
reporter went there, she got
to know that there are bushes
on one side of the slum where
poisonous snakes and insects
stays and on the other hand,
there is an empty ground
where people throw their
house garbage and due to
which it stinks badly. On
interacting more, we further
got to know that people
prefer throwing garbage

in the ground so that they
don’t have to go far to those
poisonous bushes. Reporter

then asked the parents, “Do
you like to throw the garbage
into that empty ground in

an open area? Don’t you feel
suffocated due to the foul
smell?” One old lady replied,
“No, we don’t like to throw our
garbage here neither it is easy
for us to live in such stinky
smell but what else can we
do? If anyhow snake or other
poisonous insect bite us then
where will we go? There is no
vaid from whom we can take
desi medicines. That’s why
we throw our garbage into
the ground only.” Giving a
suggestion, she further added,
“If garbage van starts regularly
coming to our area then we
will not have enough waste to
dump into the ground and we
don’t have to live in stinkyfoul smell.”

Will my dream ever come true?
Talkative reporter Mustkim
and reporter Kishan, Noida

This sad news belongs to a 10
years old boy, Dilip who lives
in Noida. He was sitting sadly
when one of our Balaknama
reporters saw him. When the
reporter first asked the reason
of his sadness, he did not say
anything but after interacting
for several time, he started
telling about himself. Telling
about himself, Dilip said, “I
used to live in Orissa with my
family but due to economic
issues came to Noida, thinking
that after coming here our
problems will be solved. But
nothing like that happened.
In fact, it is more difficult to

survive here. After coming
to Noida, my parents did
not get any proper work to

do. If work then not salary.
That’s why my parents were
searching for some work but

Street children stepping
forward towards education
Talkative reporter Hina and
reporter Shambhu, West Delhi

Children, who used to beg,
collect garbage and bottles
are seen with books and
pencils. Looking at them,
our reporter got emotional
and interacted with them.
They asked their stories.
Telling about themselves,
the children said, “There is
a centre, ‘Sapno ka Angan’,
where we go for studying.
Teachers teach us there, play
with us and help us to improve
our art skills. Because of them
we are encouraged to study.
At present, we know the
importance of studies. They
made us understand that it’s
not impossible to get educated
even if we live on street. We
can have a better future by
studying.” When asked about
their timings, they said, “We

rarely go for begging and other
works and prefer to study and

go to ‘Sapno ka Angan’ centre
continued on pg. 8

when they did was unable
to, then my father went to
Mumbai with his friends. He
had to search a lot for work,
but luckily he got some work
there to do. But sadly, I don’t
know what had happened
to him; he did not call us
properly and not send the
proper amount on time. Don’t
know in which situations he is
surviving and what work he is
indulged into. Because of this
my mother stays in tension.
After all she has to look after
three children, that’s why she
started working in other’s
homes for our survival. I also
started collecting garbage so
that e can earn more to fulfill
our basic needs. But sadly,
there are times when we have
to starve at night as due to no
money we are not able to buy
vegetable.” He further added,
“I request you to please help us
in any possible way so that my
father can back from Mumbai
and get some work to do here
only. I and my siblings want to
study like other children for a
better future.”

We want to our
parents and
children to be
more aware
Talkative reporter Kunal and
reporter Poonam

During a visit in Agra, a
totally different view as seen
which was innocent young
children are getting affected
due to the bad environment
around themselves. When
our reporter went to know
the truth, she was surprised to
see that the news is not fake.
Boys who should study were
seen roaming and following
other girls. When the reporter
tried to know the reason for
this, she got to know that
they are learning it from
their environment and their
parents are also indulged into
this. Our reporter saw some
children of young age who are
in love and at times for their
girl/boy-friends they fight
with their parents too. When
someone tortures them on
road, they fight with hem too.
Not only this, there are cases,
when young children have
cut their wrist and write their
lover’s name on their palm.
When their parents stop them,
they threaten them by saying
that they will die with their
lover. They don’t even go to
the school and are indulged
in stealing and pick pocketing
for gifting expensive gifts to
their lovers. So we can see the
way our children’s future is
getting ruined. We hope that
their parents will surely get
awake and spread awareness
among their children.

At young age children take
responsibility of family
Talkative reporter Monu and
reporter Shambhu, Noida

There are children living in
Noida and Delhi, working in
hotels and at dhabas. When
our reporters tried to interact
with them, they ignored
them. After continuous
trials, they started talking to
our reporters. Telling about
their problems, the children
said, “Our families are very
poor, if stop doing this work

then it will be very difficult
for us to survive.”
Reporter was not able to that
how it will cause difficulty
for them. The children
elaborated, “There are many
family members in our
family and only two people
are earning. And their
earning is also not enough
for us. Our parents are
farmers and you also know
that for farming too we need
money. If we will not help

our family then it will be
not possible to earn for our
daily eatables. That’s why
we are forced to do work.
As soon as we earn, we send
our income to our parents
in the village.” The reporter
then asked, “Did your boss
tortures you?” The children
replied, “Luckily our boss
doesn’t harass us that much
but we are not that big so
working is still a problem for
us.”
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Street children stepping
forward towards
education

Please save us from
these wicked people
Talkative reporter Soni and
reporter Poonam

From pg. 7

to get more knowledge.” Not
only this, there are some
children who spend the whole
day in studying only. They
go to school in the morning
then after from there, they
prefer to go to the centre for
studying. After coming from
there, the play for sometime
in the evening and then do

their homework. We can see
a sudden and a good change
in the street and working
children. They don’t have
enough time to waste here and
there. When asked how would
they like to spend their whole
life? They replied, “We would
love to spend our lives by
achieving something through
studies.”

Our reporters visited some
basti and saw that there are
many children of age group
10 to 12 years, selling aloo
ki pakodi and puri sabji at
small-small stalls. When the
reporter asked them why
they are doing this work at
such young age? They replied,
“We have seen this work only
from our childhood. Our
family conditions are so bad if
single member stop working;
it will be very difficult for us
to survive. Sadly, we don’t
get proper money for our
work.” When the reporter
asked about the behavior of
the shopkeepers and people
living inside the basti, the
children replied, “They do
come here but for bargaining
or for advance. They say that
they will pay within some time
and then forget it. When we

go to their house and ask for
our money, they say that our
food was not proper so they
will not pay us. When we try
to increase our voice, they
threaten us by saying that if we
want our stall in this basti then

we should keep quite.” Asking
for some help, they said,
“If anyone of you can come
forward to help us to get rid of
this problem, please come. So
that we can get the money we
deserve and work for.”

Old myths ruining our life
Talkative reporter Priyanka
and reporter Poonam

Our
reporter
interacted
with the slum children in a
meeting in which they were
asked about their problems.
Telling about themselves,
children said, “Our parents
came here to do work and
earn for our survival but sadly,
they are getting indulged into

wrong habits.” Telling more
in details, they said, “There is
a teeth cleanser powder, ‘Gul
manjan’ which our parents use.
According to our parents, if we
use this powder then our teeth
will shine and we will never
get any tooth issues. But this
is not true. If anybody has not
used it before and using it for
the first time, there are chances
of fainting for him.” They even

tried to tell about it to their
parents but they don’t listen
to them. According to their
parents, it is their ancestor’s
powder which they also have to
use. Children even told them
about the issues of changing
taste but they are not ready to
accept it. They still think that if
they will stop using it, then it
will be a shame for them and
disrespect of their ancestors.

Balaknama and Badhte Kadam in news

We are sharing some pictures
of these moments with you….

Street children happy with
reading of Balaknama .
120 Street Children of
Gurugram, Noida and South
Delhi get the warm cloths.

Members of Badte Kadam
organized railly about
awareness in society on
International Girl Day

Parents
of
Roshan
and
Chandni
happy
with
their new
bicycle.

Street Children meeting
with police at Vikas Nagar,
Lucknow on Republic Day ,
26 January.

Balaknama acknowledge part support from
Sardar Nagina Singh and Family
This edition is for limited distribution. All pictures are
published in this edition after children’s their approval.

Balaknama is written originally in Hindi by children reporters. This is translated
version of Hindi and translation assistance is taken from adults ensuring the
original feel intact. Translated by Vibha Shakya.

Published by Badhte Kadam ,31, Basement, Gautam Nagar, New Delhi-110049 "newsletter for limited circulation". Photos of children are published

by their
consent. For info or support; balaknamaeditor@gmail.com or call 41644471
BALAKNAMA January-february
2019

